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1.0 Abstract:

Compounding is one of the major processes of tbedwormation in the Bodo
language. It combines two or more words to forminguistic element which is called
compound A compound has several characteristics in itdlisge stress, morphology, etc.
Compounds are of four types on the basis of themamtic point of view, namely,
endocentri¢ exocentri¢ copulativeand appositional Again, they can be sub-grouped into
several different classes on the basis of structpoint of view, namely, Noun-Noun,

Adjective-Noun, Verb-Noun, Noun-Verb, Verb-VerbpRoun-Noun, etc.

The compounds in Bodo are also sub-grouped irgostime four classes from the
semantic point of view; and, at least, into elesabtypes from the structural point of view,
namely, Pronoun-Noun Compound/erb-Verb CompoundNoun-Noun CompoundNoun-
Noun-Noun Compoundoun-Verb CompoundNoun-Adjective Compoun®¥erb-Adjective
Compound Verb-Noun CompoundNoun-Onomatopoeia CompoundNoun-Noun-Verb
CompoundandNoun-Verb-Adverbial Suffix Compour@f them, the first three structures are

very much productive whereas the last two strustare very much rare.
The Bodo language is usually left-branching (thedifiers come before the head)
when it comes to noun phrases. But, right-branchsgalso found in Bodo. Worth-

mentioning that, if we look at some traditionallged compounds such &#azao guwdan

‘bride’, hwrowa gurdan ‘bridegroom’, got"s gurluii ‘baby’, etc. right-branching is found to

see as usual. Thus, in Bodo, compound nouns am® faitmed by left-hand heads.

1.1 Introduction:

A linguistic compound element is a combination aff,least, two already existing
roots, which can, otherwise, occur as free forngmassely (i.e., as independent words) or
bound roots (in some languagésl is formed by a process calledmpoundingvhich is one

of the different processes of word formation, iniettha stem is formed with two or more

! Aleendra Brahma, Modern Bodo Gramni@uwahati, N.L. Publications, 2012) 164.
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roots or stems, the resultant stem belonging tocthss of at least one of the constituent
roots. But the word formed by such process canitbereendocentric or exocentric i.e., ‘a
subtype of the type denoted by its head’ or ‘whaseaning does not follow from the
meaning of its parts’ respectively. Compounds cafobmed from other compounds because

compounding rules are recursive i.e., it can applys own output.

1.2 Some Properties of Compounds’
1. Unreliable spelling (sometimes as one word,etomres with a hyphen, sometimes

in two words).

2. In Adj+N compounds, pronunciation is, sometim&s in some languages,
important: in compounds the stress is on the @istent, but in non-compounds it is on the

second elemengreénhouseersusgreen house

3. Tense and plural morphemes cannot typicallptteched to the first element, but

can be attached to the second elematropgped kickvs.drop kicked

1.3 Types of Compounds:
Compound word can be subcategorized into diffetgpes on the basis of two
grounds, namely, semantic and structural. On thesbaf the change in meaning in the

process of compounding, the compound words canlgouped into the following types.

1.3.1 Endocentric Compounds:
It denotes a subtype of the type denoted by its Hemdexample- spoon feed (feed

with a spoon), teaspoon (spoon for tea).

1.3.2 Exocentric Compounds:

Their meaning does not follow from the meaninghaf parts. For exampleedneck
redhead(not a red head, but a person with red hair). Thasn a semantic point of view,
exocentric compounds are opaque like idioms; threynat subject to compositionality. So,
there is a case for listening their meanings inléxécon as we do for idioms. However, a
compound differs from an idiom in that the formgrai term based on structure whereas the
latter is a term based on meaning. Again, the foiman -eme of lexicon of a language while

the latter is a phrase structurally.

1.3.3 Copulative Compounds:
They have two semantic heads which are coupleetheg They are also known by

their Sanskrit name afvandvacompounds.

2 Simona Herdan, http://sp.uconn.edu/~sih01001/202¢f05/lecture12hdout.pdf (2005).
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1.3.4 Appositional Compounds:
They refer to lexemes that have two (contraryyikattes which classify the

compound.

Type Description Examples

Endocentric | A+B(+C) denotes a special kind of A or B (or Cppidermantalktime

Exocentric A+B(+C) denotes a special kind of an skinheadbutterfingers,
unexpressed semantic head blockhead

Copulative A+B(+C) denotes 'the sum' of what A and B (andirjfriend, bittersweet
C) denote northeast, sleepwalk

Appositional A and B(+C) provide different descriptions for thactor—dire_ctor, nation
same referent state, maidservant

Table 1: Types of compountls

Again, on the basis of their structures the derieempound words can be subgrouped
into different classes such as Noun-Noun, Adjeehivein, Verb-Noun, Noun-Verb, Verb-

Verb, Pronoun-Noun, etc.

1.4 Compounding in Bodo:

Compounding is one of the most productive morpgickd processes in Bodo. There
are almost all the kinds of compounding in Bodecdssed here. According to Madhu Ram
Baro, compounds in Bodo are of six types as théskeoSanskrit and Assamese languages;
viz., Copulative compound, Relative compound, Dmteative compound, Appositional
compound, Numeral compound and Indeclinable comgibufhese sub-types are found on
the basis of both structural and semantic pointielvs. However, the possible subclasses/
sub-processes of compounding with respect to thdoBlanguage are discussed with

appropriate examples below.

1.4.1 Semantic Classification:

All the four types, namelyendocentric exocentri¢c copulative and appositional
compounds are found in the Bodo language. Of threpulative compounds constitute the
bulk of the Bodo compounds whereas only a few exiwimecompounds are found in Bodo.

Examples follow-

1.4.1.1 Endocentric Compounds:

SN | Structure Compound
1 | ba'wind’ + dwi ‘water’ + siktla ‘girl’ bardwisik"la ‘weather goddess’
2 | sikri ‘butterfly’ + sikila ‘young girl’ sikri-sikhla ‘a young girl like a butterfly’

Table 2: Bodo endocentric compounds

? http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compound_(linguistjovith slight modification).
* Madhu Ram Baro, Gwjwo Raokhantitajo, Kamrup, Priyadini Brahma, 1996) 110.
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1.4.1.2 Exocentric Compounds:

SN | Structure Compound

1 daoka‘crow’ + khamprai ‘flat seat’ | daoka-krampglai ‘a kind of creeper fruit’

2 suima‘dog’ + sik'ari ‘hunter’ swma-sikari ‘a kind of bee which makes its nes
with clay’

Table 3: Bodo exocentric compounds
1.4.1.3 Copulative Compounds:

SN | Structure Compound

1 sa'’north’ + sanzdeast’ sa-sanzéortheast’

2 gwsw ‘mind’ + mwdwm ‘body’ gusw-mudum ‘mind and body’

3 su‘pierce/stab’+ tac ‘kill’ sutar ‘kill by piercing/stabbing’

4 kbwi coum ‘sour’ + doai coum ‘sweet’ ki coum-duai coum ‘sour and sweet’

Table 4: Copulative compounds

In Bodo, there are a set of good number of com@latompounds which denote
collective meaning along with the sum of the eletsgarticipated in compounding. This
type of compound can be said to Gellective Copulative Compoundror example-ran
‘rupee’ + crupha ‘silver’ = ran-rupha ‘property’. Here, the participating elements make a sum

of meaning which is more that the mere sum of thr&aning.

1.4.1.4 Appositional Compounds:

SN Structure Compound

1 alasi‘guest’ + saygra ‘young boy’ alasi-s@gra ‘young boy guest’
2 prisa‘descendentt+ hinzaofemale’ phisa hinzaddaughter’

3 seygra ‘young boy’+ lugu ‘friend’ sajgra hugu ‘young boy friend’

Table 5: Appositional compounds
1.4.2 Formal Classification:
There are more than ten formal types of compounddsvin Bodo. Following are

some possible structures of compound words in Bodo.

1.4.2.1 Pronoun-Noun Compound:
It is a combination of a pronoun and a noun. Uguahis combination derives a

compound noun. For example-

SN Structure Compound

1 ani ‘my’ + pra ‘father’ apra‘my father’

2 bini ‘his/her’ + ma‘mother’ bima‘his/her mother’

3 numni ‘your’ + ko ‘elder sister’ numbo ‘your elder sister’

Table 6: Bodo pronoun-noun compounds

p’a and ma are bound roots and they always co-occur with pminal prefixes and
nouns likeboro as inbaroma ‘mother of the Bodos'.
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1.4.2.2 Verb-Verb Compound:

It is a combination of two different lexical vertahich derives a compound verb. For

example-

SN | Structure Compound

1 gao‘shoot’ + trar ‘kill’ gaotar ‘kill by shooting’

2 ba ‘jump’ + qulai ‘change’ barslai ‘change by jumping’
3 za'eat’ + pwii ‘come’ zapwi ‘come and eat’

Table 7: Bodo verb-verb compounds
Like p”a andma, t"aris also a bound root which can occur only withtheoverb as a
suffix.

1.4.2.3 Noun-Noun Compound:
It is a combination of two different nouns thatrides a compound noun. For

example-

SN | Structure Compound

1 boro ‘Bodo’ + ma‘mother’ boroma‘mother of the Bodos’

2 lai ‘leaf’ + pray ‘tree’ laipay ‘leafy plant’

3 suima‘dog’ + gon ‘stick’ swimagon ‘a post supporting wall’
4 dwikon ‘riverine’ + khuli ‘place’ duwik"on-khuli ‘riverbank’

Table 8: Bodo noun-noun compounds

1.4.2.4 Noun-Noun-Noun Compound:
It is a combination of three different nouns, whiderives a compound noun. For

example-
SN | Structure Compound
1 ba ‘wind’ + dwi ‘water’ + sikhla ‘girl’ bardwisik"la ‘a nymph’

Table 9: Bodo noun-noun-noun compound
1.4.2.5 Noun-Verb Compound:
It is a type of compound which is a combinationaafioun and a verb that derives a

compound noun or a compound verb. For example-

SN | Structure Compound

1 lama‘road’ + gidin ‘turn’ lamdin ‘Lamding (name of a place in Assam)’
2 ha‘land/soil’ + prolon ‘penetrate’ | haplon ‘Haflong (name of a place in Assam)’
3 m ‘time’ + bao'forget’ sombao‘forget a recent tragedy’

4 ha‘land/soil’ + sib‘sweep’ hasib‘broom’

5 mi ‘animal’ + suo ‘butt/gore’ MuwSwo ‘Cow’

Table 10: Bodo noun-verb compounds
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1.4.2.6 Noun-Adjective Compound:
It is a combination of a noun and an adjectivejctvhs a compound noun or a

compound adjective. For example-

SN | Structure Compound

1 | mi‘animal’ + gede ‘big’ muiider ‘elephant’

2 | gandarhinoceros’ + gageb‘flat’ | gandagageb‘a fish resembling rhinoceros’

3 | daobird/fowl" + zwla ‘male’ daozla‘cock (especially of domestic fowl)’

4 | gon'stick’ + prisa‘small’ gonsa‘a bamboo made long stick used in weaving’
5 | prantao‘brinjal’ + bilati ‘hybrid’ | prantao bilati ‘tomato’

Table 11: Bodo noun-adjective compounds

1.4.2.7 Verb-Adjective Compound:
It is a type of compound adjectives, which is embmation of a verb and an adjective.

For example-

SN Structure Compound

1 za'eat’ + gwdan‘new’ zagwdan‘neweaten’

2 pwi ‘come’ + gudan‘new’ p"wigwdan‘newcoming’

Table 12: Bodo verb-adjective compounds

1.4.2.8 Verb-Noun Compound:
It is compound noun which is derived from a vend a noun. For example-

SN Structure Compound

1 tun ‘draft’ + lai‘leaf/page’ tunlai ‘literature’

Table 13: Bodo verb-noun compound

1.4.2.9 Noun-Onomatopoeia Compound:
It is combination of a noun and onomatopoeia, Whi a compound noun. For

example-

SN | Structure Compound

1 dao'bird’ + kha ‘noises of crow’ daoka ‘crow’

2 dao'bird’ + si ‘noises of house moina’ daosi ‘house moina’

Table 14: Bodo noun-onomatopoeia compounds

1.4.2.10 Noun-Noun-Verb Compound:
It is a compound noun which is a combination ob whfferent nouns and a verb. For

example-

SN | Structure Compound

1 | muigon ‘green vegetablet dwi ‘water’ + cu ‘boil’ | mwidcu ‘boiled green vegetable’

Table 15: Bodo noun-noun-verb compound
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1.4.2.11 Noun-Verb-Adverbial Suffix Compound:
It is a combination of a noun, a verb and an daleésuffix, which forms a compound

noun. For example-

SN | Structure Compound
1 | san'‘sun’ + zwo ‘become high’+ pu ‘continuing state of an sanzuop'u
action’ ‘midday’

Table 16: Bodo noun-verb-aspect compound

1.4.3 Order of Elementsin the Bodo Compound Words:

Most natural languages have compound nouns thdkighword order parameter
varies according to the language. The Bodo langisageually left-branching (the modifiers
come before the head) when it comes to noun phr8sgsright-branching is also found in

Bodo. Worth-mentioning that, if we look at someditmnally used compounds such as
hinazao guidan ‘bride’, hwowa guwdan ‘bridegroom’, got"s gurlwi ‘baby’, etc. right-

branching is found to see as usual. Thus, in Bodmpound nouns are often formed by left-

hand heads.

1.5 Conclusion:

Compounding occupies a considerable area in ttmeaftton of in the Bodo language.
The compounds in Bodo are sub-grouped into fowssela from the semantic point of view;
and, at least, into eleven subtypes from the stratpoint of view, namelyPronoun-Noun
Compound Verb-Verb CompoundNoun-Noun CompoundNoun-Noun-Noun Compound
Noun-Verb CompoundNoun-Adjective Compoun®erb-Adjective Compound/erb-Noun
Compoung Noun-Onomatopoeia Compouyndoun-Noun-Verb Compounahd Noun-Verb-
Adverbial Suffix CompoundDf them, the first three structures are very mpobductive

whereas the last two structures are very much rare.

The typical compounds of the Bodo language aredan the derivation of kinship
terms (both address and general terms) which takeopal pronouns as their prefixes,
species, class or category names such as namest#sfi animals, birds, etc. These

compounds, in general, are of copulative type.

The Bodo language is usually left-branching (thedifiers come before the head)
when it comes to noun phrases. But, right-branchesgalso found in Bodo. Worth-

mentioning that, if we look at some traditionallged compounds such &éuazao guidan

Language in India www.languageinindia.com 13:2 February 2013 <15-23>



‘bride’, hwowa gurdan ‘bridegroom’, got"s guirluii ‘baby’, etc. right-branching is found to

see as usual. Thus, in Bodo, compound nouns am® faitmed by left-hand heads.
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