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Newspapers:  

A Great Aid to Teach Writing Skill to Senior Secondary Students 

 

Astha, M.A., B.Ed., Ph.D. Scholar 

=============================================== 
Teaching Aids in Classroom 

Teaching-learning is not just a process only; it’s a communion between two minds - the 

teacher and the learner. This interaction becomes highly successful and fruitful when suitable 

atmosphere is created. A dull classroom can never lead to good communication.. 

 

To make a class room engaging, absorbing, fascinating and educating, a teacher takes the 

help of teaching aids. Teaching aids work as a sort of a magical wand in the hands of an innovative 

and creative teacher. Teaching aids help to: 
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- make the classroom interesting. 

- retain concepts permanently. 

- develop proper image of the topic taught. 

- avoid dullness. 

- provide direct experience. 

- save time and money. 

- motivate learning, and 

-clarify concepts. 

 

When a teacher chooses an aid to carry to the classroom it needs to be handy, effective and 

attractive. And it becomes all the more wonderful when it is cheap and easily accessible to students 

as well. For, the moment a teacher enters the classroom with a teaching aid the students are attracted 

and become eager to use it, see it, and touch it. 

 

Indian Classrooms 

 

In Indian classrooms, teaching English is a challenges, as it requires teacher to be well 

equipped to make the students learn a much sought after (feared also) language without which they 

have no standing in today’s competitive world. Moreover, it is not their mother-tongue and every 

student struggles. Students might actually enjoy a proper atmosphere, in a classroom conducive to 

learning a foreign language.  

 

Newspapers as a Teaching Aid 

 

In today’s E-era there are numerous audio visual aids, but to teach writing skills to senior 

secondary students, newspapers can be used as a wholesome aid for the following reasons; 

 

 - linguistically rich; provide valuable and fresh linguistic data. 

 - a single newspaper caters to a whole range of writing skills 

 - ever new and ever fresh printed items 
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 - language is written by experts 

 - a clear print resource, can be cut and pasted  

 - part and parcel of modern life 

  - easily accessible 

  - economical 

  - handyman 

 

The Use of Advertisements 

 

When introduced in class as a learning aid to learn writing skill, newspapers help the students 

feel empowered as they realize what they are learning to write, is of much utility in their day today 

life. Classified and commercial advertisements, obituaries, appeals, notices, letters to the editor, 

reports and articles printed in a newspaper can teach them how to write everything professionally. 

These also open the gateway of knowledge as to how practically they can exploit the writing skill 

learnt in the class room. 

  

 

  

While teaching advertisements, the newspaper provides help to teach both kinds of 

advertisements:       

 

a) Classified  

b) Commercial 

 

Students come across many advertisement when read a newspaper. Students learn new 

adjectives, vocabulary, abbreviations (much used in classified writing) and various ways to write a 

particular type of classified advertisement. The teacher can help them by demonstrating and 

explaining the use of various adjectives and also the different writing styles adopted in different 

advertisements. 

 

Classified Advertisement 
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Consider the following: 
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Commercial Advertisements  
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The commercial advertisements printed in the newspapers teach the students how to make 

their draft catchy and also how they can make a limited use of slang in preparing such type of 

advertisements. 

 

On reading various articles they learn new vocabulary and idioms. They also know how to 

start writing about a topic and how to tackle the matter by exploring every aspect of an issue and 

present their ideas. 

 

Letters to the Editor 
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Letters to the editor column tells how to present the ideas coherently and systematically. 

Students learn to respond to the issues printed in the paper. They learn to form opinions regarding 

social and political issues, learn to generate new ideas, and present them in attractive ways. 
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Posters 

 

Newspaper also helps much in teaching students to draft and craft posters. It plays a great 

role as one always gets new ideas from newspapers; the learner learns the importance of eye 

catching phrases etc., and  the posters also show the way to use mother tongue to make posters far 

reaching a large audience through the use of catchy phrases and short pithy sayings. 
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Reports 

 

Reports printed in the newspaper teach students how to narrate an incident or accident 

descriptively, putting in all the minute details including the reactions of the general public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Conclusion 

         Newspaper in many ways is really a worthy companion in teaching writing skills to students. 

The most interesting fact is that a single newspaper can cater to many of their needs. All the 

examples have been taken from one newspaper. Another benefit of using the newspaper as an aid is 
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that besides improving the writing skill it also helps to improve a student’s reading skills, ultimately 

creating a good reader/writer.  
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