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Definition

“Population census is the total 
process of collecting, compiling, 
analyzing or otherwise disseminating 
demo-graphic, economic and social 
data pertaining, at a specific time, of 
all persons in a country or a well 
defined part of a country. As such, 
the Census provides a snapshot of 
the country’s population and housing 
at a given point of time.”

President of India
enumerated

Prime Minister 
being enumerated
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Wealth of Information

It’s the biggest source of comprehensive data on :

• Demography

• Economic Activity

• Literacy & Education

• Housing & Household Amenities

• Urbanization

• Fertility and Mortality

• Scheduled castes and Scheduled Tribes

• Language, Religion & Migration

Home



Complete coverage and accurate enumeration 
of all the people :

• who and how many 

• what do they do and how often

• kind of houses they live in

• household amenities and assets 

• Individual level information

ObjectivesObjectives
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History

Rig Veda – 800-600 BC

Ain-e-Akbari – Mughal King Akbar (16th Century)

1872 – the first systematic Census conducted all over India 
(non synchronous)

1881 – the first synchronous Census conducted 
all over India 

1951 – the first Census of Independent India

2011 – the 15th since 1872
– the 7th since Independence
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Enumeration in Progress

Enumerating 
President of India 

1951 Census

Enumerating Prime 
Minister of India        

1961 Census
Enumeration 
in New Delhi 
1951 census

HistoryHistory
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Enumeration in Progress

Enumerating 
Prime Minister 
1971 Census

Enumerating 
Deputy Prime Minister 

2001 Census

Census 2011 will be the 15th Census in this series

HistoryHistory
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Legal Provisions

CENSUS OPERATIONS
Census Act 1948

&
Census Rules, 1990
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Calendar

Houselisting & Housing Census and collection 

of data on National Population Register
April to September 2010

Population Enumeration
9th to 28th February 2011

1st Phase

2nd Phase

Home

Home



Pre - Census     
Activities

Home



Home

• Expenditure on Census 2011
• Rs. 2, 200 Crore
• The per Capita Cost is less than 

Rs. 18.33 ( or USD 0.41)

CostCost



Registrar General and 
Census Commissioner, India

Directors of 
Census Operations, State

Principal Census Officers

Charge Officers

State Coordinator Census will co-ordinate 
between State & Central Government Offices

District Magistrates/Collectors/
Commissioner Corporations

Tehsildars/Mamlatdars

Enumerators and Supervisors

Administrative Setup-Census

Home



List of administrative 

• units (e.g., states,

districts, sub-districts, 

towns and villages)

finalized

• Extent of Charge  

finalized

• Enumerators &

Supervisors appointed

Pre-census Activities

Number of units in 2011 Census

Administrative 
Units India Orissa M.P.

States/UTs 35 - -
Districts 640 30 50
Sub-districts 5,961 465 342
Towns 8,001 223 476
Villages 640,852 51313    54903 
Enumeration 
Blocks  (In lacs) 23.5 1.54

Households 
(Estimated in 
million)

240 15.1

Home



Mapping  Activities

Home

• The availability of accurate Maps as per the latest 
administrative boundaries is a pre-requisite for Census.

• The Cartographic Division of the Census Commission 
has evolved over the years and is now the largest 
producer of thematic Maps in the country. 

• It has come a long way from the traditional manual 
cartographic methods used until 1981 and now utilizes 
the latest GIS software to produce digital Maps. 

• The latest addition in Census 2011 is the preparation of 
satellite imagery based digital maps at the street and 
building level in 33 Capital Cities of the country.



Mapping  Activities

Home

Map showing village boundaries in Ludhiana district of Punjab



From Manual Cartography to latest Technology
BHOPAL CITY

Home



Data User’s Conference 2008

Inauguration by the 
Home Minister 

Session in progress

Home



Printing

Home

• 5.4 Million Instruction Manuals 
printed in 18 languages

• 340 Million Census Schedules 
printed in 16 languages

• New Features

• Bar Codes

• Form Numbers 

• Location Particulars partly pre-
printed



National 
Trainers 
( NTs) 

90

Master Trainer Facilitators
(MTFs) 

725

Master Trainer (MTs) 
54, 000

Enumerators and Supervisors
2.7 Million

Process – Training Cascade

Home

India



• Instruction Manuals

• Training Guides

• PowerPoint presentations

• Conventional methods –
Blackboard & Chalk used

• e-Learning Modules on 
difficult concepts

• Role Plays

• Practice

Training Aids

Home



• Campaign launched 
using:

• Mass media

• Public outreach

• Digital media

• Special attention to rural 
areas

• Sensitization of critical 
issues 

• In local language

• Involve all

Publicity

Home



Houselisting & 
Housing Census

Home



• An important precursor to the 
population enumeration exercise

• Held 6 to 8 months prior to 
population enumeration

• Draws up a frame for population 
enumeration

• Identifies each building, structure 
and other places to find out its 
usage – residential, non-residential 
or any other purpose

• Collects data on housing 
conditions, amenities and assets –
valuable for planning.

Overview
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Schedule and Questions asked
Home

• Predominant material of roof, 
wall & floor of the Census 
House

• Use & Condition of Census 
House

• Name of Head of HH
• Ownership status
• Number of living rooms
• Number of married couples 
• Amenities available:

• Main source and 
availability of drinking 
water

• Main source of lighting
• Latrine within the premises
• Type of latrine
• Waste water outlet 

connected to

• Amenities available (contd):
• Bathing facility within the 

premises
• Availability of kitchen
• Fuel used for cooking

• Assets possessed by the 
household

• Radio/Transistor
• Television
• Computer/Laptop
• Telephone/Mobile phone
• Bicycle
• Scooter/Motor 

Cycle/Moped
• Car/Jeep/Van

• Availing banking services



Population 
Enumeration

Home



• In snow bound areas
• Population Enumeration 11th to 30th Sep 2010
• Revision Round 1st to 5th Oct 2010

• In all other areas
• Population Enumeration 9th to 28th Feb 2011
• Revision Round 1st to 5th Mar 2011

Calendar

Home



Challenges – Vast & diverse
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Household Schedule
Home



Household Schedule
Home



Population Enumeration (29 Questions)
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Population Enumeration (29 Questions)

Home



Population Enumeration (29 Questions)
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Process

Home



Post‐census
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• To obtain accurate population counts for policy 
making 

• Population Census represents a major undertaking 
towards this end

• PES provides an assessment of the accuracy of the 
census figures

Objective

Quality Check

Home



• Conducted through Post Enumeration Survey in India, 
shortly after the Census. 

• It is an independent sample survey that replicates a 
census

• Since 1951, Indian Census Organization had been 
evaluating the results of the Population Census through 
Post Enumeration Surveys (PES), also called Post 
Enumeration Check (PEC)

• No attempts, however, were ever made to adjust the 
census results based on the PES results.

Quality Check

Home



• Coverage Error :

How accurately has every individual been 
enumerated in the Census? (Omission or 
duplication)

• Content Error :

How precisely have the particulars of individuals 
been recorded in the Census?

PES Provides Information on :

Home



Country          Year          Omission Rate 
(%) 

• India            1981                  1.8
• India                 1991                   1.7
• India                  2001                   2.3
• China              2000                   1.8
• U.K.                 2001                   2.2
• New Zealand    2001                   2.2
• Cambodia         1998                   1.8
• Bangladesh        1991                  4.6

Omission rates – Selected countries

Home



Our CENSUS, Our FUTURE



State/
UT 

Code

India/State/
Union Territory # Persons

INDIA 1,21,01,93,422
1 Jammu & Kashmir 1,25,48,926
2 Himachal Pradesh 68,56,509
3 Punjab 2,77,04,236
4 Chandigarh # 10,54,686
5 Uttarakhand 1,01,16,752
6 Haryana 2,53,53,081
7 NCT of Delhi # 1,67,53,235
8 Rajasthan 6,86,21,012
9 Uttar Pradesh 19,95,81,477
10 Bihar 10,38,04,637
11 Sikkim 6,07,688
12 Arunachal Pradesh 13,82,611
13 Nagaland 19,80,602
14 Manipur 27,21,756
15 Mizoram 10,91,014
16 Tripura 36,71,032
17 Meghalaya 29,64,007
18 Assam 3,11,69,272

Distribution of population : 2011
State/

UT 
Code

India/State/
Union Territory # Persons

19 West Bengal 9,13,47,736
20 Jharkhand 3,29,66,238
21 Orissa 4,19,47,358
22 Chhattisgarh 2,55,40,196
23 Madhya Pradesh 7,25,97,565
24 Gujarat 6,03,83,628
25 Daman & Diu # 2,42,911
26 D & N Haveli # 3,42,853
27 Maharashtra 11,23,72,972
28 Andhra Pradesh 8,46,65,533
29 Karnataka 6,11,30,704
30 Goa 14,57,723
31 Lakshadweep # 64,429
32 Kerala 3,33,87,677
33 Tamil Nadu 7,21,38,958
34 Puducherry # 12,44,464

35 A& N  Islands # 3,79,944



Top Five States/UTs       

State/UT Population  

Uttar Pradesh 19,95,81,477

Maharashtra 11,23,72,972

Bihar 10,38,04,637

West Bengal 9,13,47,736

Andhra Pradesh 8,46,65,533

Bottom Five States/UTs 

State/UT Population  

Lakshadweep 64,429

Daman & Diu 2,42,911

Dadra & Nagar Haveli 3,42,853

Andaman& Nicobar Islands 3,79,944

Sikkim 6,07,688

Top five and bottom five States/UT by population size



India 
The population of India, at 1210.2 million, is almost equal to the combined population of 
U.S.A., Indonesia, Brazil, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Japan put together (1214.3 million) 
Growth during the decade is slightly lower than the population of Brazil.

Madhya Pradesh (17th in the world)
Madhya Pradesh is the seventh largest state in the country with population 72.5 million 
which is more than Thailand, France, United Kingdom, South Africa. Its population is 
slightly lower than that of countries like Iran, Turkey and Germany. Its population is 
higher than the combined population of Australia, Sri Lanka and Afghanistan.
The increase in population during  decade is higher than the total population of Greece 
(1.13 crore)

Orissa (31st in the world)
The population of Orissa at 41.9 million is more than that of many countries 
like Argentina, Kenya, Poland, Canada, Iraq .  
The population of Orissa is higher than the combined population 
of Zimbabwe, Netherlands and Senegal. 
The increase in population during  decade is higher than the total population 
of Singapore  (50.76 Lacs)



State/
UT 

Code

India/State/
Union Territory #

Decadal
growth rate

INDIA 17.64
1 Jammu & Kashmir 23.71
2 Himachal Pradesh 12.81
3 Punjab 13.73
4 Chandigarh # 17.10
5 Uttarakhand 19.17
6 Haryana 19.90
7 NCT of Delhi # 20.96
8 Rajasthan 21.44
9 Uttar Pradesh 20.09
10 Bihar 25.07
11 Sikkim 12.36
12 Arunachal Pradesh 25.92
13 Nagaland -0.47
14 Manipur 18.65
15 Mizoram 22.78
16 Tripura 14.75
17 Meghalaya 27.82
18 Assam 16.93

State/
UT 

Code

India/State/
Union Territory #

Decadal
growth rate

19 West Bengal 13.93
20 Jharkhand 22.34
21 Orissa 13.97
22 Chhattisgarh 22.59
23 Madhya Pradesh 20.30
24 Gujarat 19.17
25 Daman & Diu # 53.54
26 D & N Haveli # 55.50
27 Maharashtra 15.99
28 Andhra Pradesh 11.10
29 Karnataka 15.67
30 Goa 8.17
31 Lakshadweep # 6.23
32 Kerala 4.86
33 Tamil Nadu 15.60
34 Puducherry # 27.72

35 A& N  Islands # 6.68

Decadal growth rate of population : 2011



Top Five States/UTs       
State/UT Growth Rate

Meghalaya 27.82
Arunachal Pradesh 25.92
Bihar 25.07
Jammu & Kashmir 23.71

Mizoram 22.78

Bottom Five States/UTs 
State/UT Growth Rate

Nagaland -0.47

Kerala 4.86

Lakshadweep 6.23
A &N Islands 6.68

Goa 8.17

Top  five and bottom five States/UTs by Growth Rate

In 2011 Census, India registered 17.64%,  Madhya Pradesh registered  
20.30% , and Orissa  registered 13.97% decadal growth rate over 2001 
Census. 
Growth rate in  Madhya Pradesh  is higher by 2.66 percent points
compared to Country.  Growth rate in  Orissa  is lower by 3.67 percent 
points compared to Country.  



India/States Growth rate of Population in the year   1991- 2011

1991 2001 2011
India 23.87 21.54 17.64

Orissa 20.06 16.25 13.97
Madhya Pradesh 27.24 24.26 20.30

Kerala 14.32 9.43 4.86
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Top Five States/UTs    

State/UT Density

Delhi 11,297

Chandigarh 9,252
Puducherry 2,598

Bihar 1,102

West Bengal 1,029

Bottom Five States/UTs       

State/UT Density

Arunachal Pradesh 17
Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands 46

Mizoram 52

Sikkim 86

Nagaland 119

Top five and bottom five States/UTs by  Population Density : 2011

The population density of the country is 382 in 2011 Census as compared to 324 
in 2001 Census  - an increase of 58 points.
In Madhya Pradesh, the population density is 236 in 2011 Census as compared 
to 196 in 2001 Census, an increase of 40 points
In Orissa, the population density is 269 in 2011 Census as compared to 236 in 
2001 Census, an increase of 33 points



Proportion of children 0-6 age group to the total population 
India 

Proportion of Child population decline from 15.93 percent in 2001  to 
13.12 percentage in 2011. It shows a decline of 2.81 percentage point. 

Madhya Pradesh   
Proportion of Child population decline  from 17.87 percent in 2001 to 

14.53 percent in 2011. It shows a decline of 3.34 percentage point

Orissa
Proportion of Child population decline  from 14.56 percent in 2001 to 

12.0 percent in 2011. It shows a decline of  2.56 percentage point

Proportion of children 0-6 age group to the total population 
India 

Proportion of Child population decline from 15.93 percent in 2001  to 
13.12 percentage in 2011. It shows a decline of 2.81 percentage point. 

Madhya Pradesh   
Proportion of Child population decline  from 17.87 percent in 2001 to 

14.53 percent in 2011. It shows a decline of 3.34 percentage point

Orissa
Proportion of Child population decline  from 14.56 percent in 2001 to 

12.0 percent in 2011. It shows a decline of  2.56 percentage point



Top Five States/UTs       

State/UT Child 
population 

(0-6) 
Uttar Pradesh 2,97,28,235

Bihar 1,85,82,229

Maharashtra 1,28,48,375

Madhya Pradesh 1,05,48,295

Rajasthan 1,05,04,916

Bottom Five States/UTs 

State/UT Child 
population 

(0-6) 
Lakshdweep 7,088

Daman & Diu 25,880

A & N Islands 39,497

Dadra & Nagar Havelli 49,196

Sikkim 61,077

Top three and bottom five States/UTs by Child population (0-6 years) -2011



State/
UT 

Code

India/States/Union 
Territory #

Sex ratio 
(females per 
1,000 males)

2001 2011
1 2 3 4

INDIA 933 940
01 Jammu & Kashmir 892 883
02 Himachal Pradesh 968 974
03 Punjab 876 893
04 Chandigarh # 777 818
05 Uttarakhand 962 963
06 Haryana 861 877
07 NCT of Delhi # 821 866
08 Rajasthan 921 926
09 Uttar Pradesh 898 908
10 Bihar 919 916
11 Sikkim 875 889
12 Arunachal Pradesh 893 920
13 Nagaland 900 931
14 Manipur 974 987
15 Mizoram 935 975
16 Tripura 948 961
17 Meghalaya 972 986
18 Assam 935 954

SEX  RATIO
State/

UT 
Code

India/States/Union 
Territory #

Sex ratio 
(females per 
1,000 males)
2001 2011

1 2 3 4
19 West Bengal 934 947
20 Jharkhand 941 947
21 Orissa 972 978
22 Chhattisgarh 989 991
23 Madhya Pradesh 919 930
24 Gujarat 920 918
25 Daman & Diu # 710 618
26 Dadra & Nagar Haveli # 812 775
27 Maharashtra 922 925
28 Andhra Pradesh 978 992
29 Karnataka 965 968
30 Goa 961 968
31 Lakshadweep # 948 946
32 Kerala 1058 1084
33 Tamil Nadu 987 995
34 Puducherry # 1001 1038

35 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
# 846 878



The sex ratio of a few countries is presented 
in the statement to understand the trend 
prevailing  in various parts  of the world. 

The sex ratio of India is slightly better as 
compared to China, the most populated 
country. 

However, the sex ratios in Europian, African 
and  American  countries are comparatively 
better than India.

The sex ratio of Sri Lanka, Nepal & Myanmar 
is better compared to India. 

India and  Other Countries 
Country Sex ratio

World 984
Russian Federation 1165
Japan 1054

United Kingdom 1037
Brazil 1031
South Africa 1028
United States of America 1026
Republic of Korea 1020
Australia 1011
Iran 968
India* 940
China 927
Myanmar 1048

Srilanka 1032

Nepal 1014

Bangladesh 978

* India as per provisional figures of Census 2011
(Source: World Population Prospects (mid year estimates), 2010 revision, 
Sex and age United  Nation)



Top Five States/UTs       

State/UT Sex ratio

Kerela 1,084

Puducherry 1,038

Tamil Nadu 995

Andhra Pradesh 992

Chhattisgarh 991

Bottom Five States/UTs 

State/UT Sex ratio

Daman & Diu 618

Dadra & Nagar Haveli 775

Chandigarh 818

NCT of Delhi 866

Andaman & Nicobar 878

Top five and bottom five States/UTs by  Sex Ratio : 2011

India
Overall Sex ratio at the National  level has increased by 7 points since Census 2001 to reach 940 
at Census 2011. Increase in Sex Ratio is observed in 29 States/UTs

Madhya Pradesh and Orissa
Sex ratio in MP has increased by 11 points since Census 2001 to reach 930 at Census 2011. Sex 
ratio in Orissa has increased by 6 points since Census 2001 to reach 978 at Census 2011

India
Overall Sex ratio at the National  level has increased by 7 points since Census 2001 to reach 940 
at Census 2011. Increase in Sex Ratio is observed in 29 States/UTs

Madhya Pradesh and Orissa
Sex ratio in MP has increased by 11 points since Census 2001 to reach 930 at Census 2011. Sex 
ratio in Orissa has increased by 6 points since Census 2001 to reach 978 at Census 2011



India/States Sex ratio (females per 1,000 males)
1991 2001 2011

India 927 933 940
Orissa 971 972 978
Madhya Pradesh 912 919 930
Kerala 1036 1058 1084
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971 972 978
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State/
UT

Code

India/States/Union Territory 
#

Sex Ratio in
Child population in 
the age group 0-6

2001 2011
1 2 5 6

INDIA 927 914
01 Jammu & Kashmir 941 859
02 Himachal Pradesh 896 906
03 Punjab 798 846
04 Chandigarh # 845 867
05 Uttarakhand 908 886
06 Haryana 819 830
07 NCT of Delhi # 868 866
08 Rajasthan 909 883
09 Uttar Pradesh 916 899
10 Bihar 942 933
11 Sikkim 963 944
12 Arunachal Pradesh 964 960
13 Nagaland 964 944
14 Manipur 957 934
15 Mizoram 964 971
16 Tripura 966 953
17 Meghalaya 973 970
18 Assam 965 957

CHILD SEX RATIO
State/

UT
Code

India/States/Union Territory 
# Sex Ratio in

Child population in 
the age group 0-6

2001 2011
1 2 5 6

19 West Bengal 960 950
20 Jharkhand 965 943
21 Orissa 953 934
22 Chhattisgarh 975 964
23 Madhya Pradesh 932 912
24 Gujarat 883 886
25 Daman & Diu # 926 909
26 Dadra & Nagar Haveli # 979 924
27 Maharashtra 913 883
28 Andhra Pradesh 961 943
29 Karnataka 946 943
30 Goa 938 920
31 Lakshadweep # 959 908
32 Kerala 960 959
33 Tamil Nadu 942 946
34 Puducherry # 967 965
35 Andaman & Nicobar Islands # 957 966



Top Five States/UTs       

State/UT Child Sex ratio 
(0-6 years)

Mizoram 971

Meghalaya 970
Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands 966

Puducherry 965

Chhattisgarh 964

Bottom Five States/UTs 

State/UT Child Sex ratio 
(0-6 years)

Haryana 830

Punjab 846

Jammu& Kashmir 859

NCT of Delhi 866

Chandigarh 867

* Sex Ratio is defined as the Number of females per 1000 males 

Top five and bottom five States/UTs by  Child Sex Ratio (0-6) : 2011



TREND IN OVERALL AND CHILD SEX RATIO IN INDIA



India/ States Child  Sex Ratio 
2001 2011

India 927 914
Orissa 953 934

Madhya Pradesh 932 912
Kerala 960 959
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LITERACY RATE
State
/UT
Code

India/State/
Union Territory #

Literacy rate (%)

Persons Males Females

1 2 3 4 5

INDIA 74.04 82.14 65.46

01 Jammu & Kashmir 68.74 78.26 58.01

02 Himachal Pradesh 83.78 90.83 76.60

03 Punjab 76.68 81.48 71.34

04 Chandigarh # 86.43 90.54 81.38

05 Uttarakhand 79.63 88.33 70.70

06 Haryana 76.64 85.38 66.77

07 NCT of Delhi # 86.34 91.03 80.93

08 Rajasthan 67.06 80.51 52.66

09 Uttar Pradesh 69.72 79.24 59.26

10 Bihar 63.82 73.39 53.33

11 Sikkim 82.20 87.29 76.43

12 Arunachal Pradesh 66.95 73.69 59.57

13 Nagaland 80.11 83.29 76.69

14 Manipur 79.85 86.49 73.17

15 Mizoram 91.58 93.72 89.40

16 Tripura 87.75 92.18 83.15

17 Meghalaya 75.48 77.17 73.78

18 Assam 73.18 78.81 67.27

State
/UT
Code

India/State/
Union Territory #

Literacy rate (%)
Persons Males Females

1 2 3 4 5

19 West Bengal 77.08 82.67 71.16

20 Jharkhand 67.63 78.45 56.21

21 Orissa 73.45 82.40 64.36

22 Chhattisgarh 71.04 81.45 60.59

23 Madhya Pradesh 70.63 80.53 60.02

24 Gujarat 79.31 87.23 70.73

25 Daman & Diu # 87.07 91.48 79.59

26 Dadra & Nagar Haveli # 77.65 86.46 65.93

27 Maharashtra 82.91 89.82 75.48

28 Andhra Pradesh 67.66 75.56 59.74

29 Karnataka 75.60 82.85 68.13

30 Goa 87.40 92.81 81.84

31 Lakshadweep # 92.28 96.11 88.25

32 Kerala 93.91 96.02 91.98

33 Tamil Nadu 80.33 86.81 73.86

34 Puducherry # 86.55 92.12 81.22

35 Andaman & Nicobar Islands # 86.27 90.11 81.84



Name of State / 
UT

Literacy 
Rate 

Person

Name of 
State / UT

Literacy 
Rate 
Male

Name of 
State / UT

Literacy 
Rate 

Female

INDIA 74.0 INDIA 82.1 INDIA 65.5

Kerala 93.9 Lakshadweep 96.1 Kerala 92.0

Lakshadweep 92.3 Kerala 96.0 Mizoram 89.4

Mizoram 91.6 Mizoram 93.7 Lakshadweep 88.2

Tripura 87.8 Goa 92.8 Tripura 83.1

Goa 87.4 Tripura 92.2 A & N Islands 81.8

Five Top  States/Union Territories by Literacy Rate : 2011



Name of State 
/ UT

Literacy 
Rate 

Person

Name of 
State / UT

Literacy 
Rate 
Male

Name of 
State / UT

Literac
y Rate 
Female

INDIA 74.0 INDIA 82.1 INDIA 65.5

Bihar 63.8 Bihar 73.4 Rajasthan 52.7

Arunachal 

Pradesh

67.0 Arunachal 

Pradesh

73.7

Bihar

53.3

Rajasthan 67.1 Andhra Pradesh 75.6 Jharkhand 56.2

Jharkhand 67.6 Meghalaya 77.2 Jammu & 

Kashmir

58.0

Andhra 

Pradesh

67.7 Jammu & 

Kashmir

78.3 Uttar Pradesh 59.3

Five Bottom  States/Union Territories by Literacy Rate : 2011



Literacy status: India- Census 2011,

Total population - 1,21,01,93,422 

Literates persons - 77,84,54,120
Literates Males - 44,42,03,762
Literates Females - 33,42,50,358 

Literacy Rate

Literates Rate Persons - 74.0
Literates Rate Males - 82.1
Literates Rate Females - 65.5

Literacy status: India- Census 2011,

Total population - 1,21,01,93,422 

Literates persons - 77,84,54,120
Literates Males - 44,42,03,762
Literates Females - 33,42,50,358 

Literacy Rate

Literates Rate Persons - 74.0
Literates Rate Males - 82.1
Literates Rate Females - 65.5



Literacy Rate by Sex: India 1981-
2011

Year Literacy Rate
Person Male Female

1981 43.57 56.38 29.76

1991 52.21 64.13 39.29

2001 64.83 75.26 53.67

2011 74.04 82.14 65.46

Note: 
The Literacy rate for 1981 is Crude 
Literacy Rate whereas, 
1991 onwards 
Effective Literacy Rate has been given.  



LITERACY RATE

Kerala recorded the 
highest literacy
rate  whereas Bihar 
recorded the lowest 
among the States/Uts. 

*Note-Literacy rate 
relates to population 
aged 7  years and 
above
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FEMALE LITERACY RATE

India/States Female literacy
1991 2001 2011

India 39.29 53.67 65.46
Orissa 34.68 50.51 64.36
Madhya Pradesh 28.85 50.29 60.02
Kerala 86.17 87.72 91.98
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CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS

The census 2011 can be described as a successful and 
gigantic management venture.

The incipient decline in growth rate is a pointer that the 
country is heading towards population stabilization.

Positive indications are observed in the achievement in 
female literacy and also increase in sex ratio all over the 
country. 

Worrying picture emerges from the decline of the child 
sex ratio.



Our CENSUS, Our FUTURE

For more information please visit:

www.censusindia.gov.in
www.censusmp.gov.in


