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Abstract 

  This research examines the convergence of love, profession, and cultural identity 

among Indigenous women as portrayed in The Village Bride of Beverly Hills and For 

Matrimonial Purposes. These accounts underscore the difficulties encountered by Indigenous 

women as they reconcile traditional expectations with contemporary ambitions. The characters 

confront social standards, family expectations, and personal desires via the perspectives of 

cultural preservation, identity, and empowerment. The narratives highlight the conflict between 

conventional roles and modern occupations, illuminating the intricacies of reconciling 

affection and professional advancement. Central themes include perseverance, self-discovery, 
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and cultural adaptability as the ladies attempt to harmonise their history with their aspirations.   

The research highlights the significance of cultural representation and the changing positions 

of Indigenous women in literature. This analysis demonstrates the interconnection between 

love and marriage with societal expectations, while job ambitions provide a means to 

independence. The tales challenge patriarchal systems and emphasise the transformational 

potential of self-determination. These narratives ultimately respect the resilience and autonomy 

of Indigenous women as they traverse the intersections of romance, profession, and cultural 

identity. 

Keywords: Village Bride of Beverly Hills, For Matrimonial Purposes, Indigenous women, 

love, career, culture, identity, tradition, modernity, empowerment, resilience, self-discovery, 

adaptation, marriage, societal norms, autonomy, patriarchy. 

 

Introduction 
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The convergence of love, work, and cultural identity has historically been a prominent 

issue in literature, especially in stories that examine the experiences of women manoeuvring 

through the intricacies of tradition and modernity. Kavita Daswani's The Village Bride of 

Beverly Hills and For Matrimonial Purposes are incisive representations of Indigenous women 

navigating the conflicting demands of cultural norms and individual ambitions. These books 

provide a complex examination of the interplay between cultural legacy, family 

http://www.languageinindia.com/
http://www.amazon.com/


================================================================ 

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 25:2 February 2025 

M. Vishnu Varathan and Dr. M. Shajahan Sait 

Navigating Love, Career, and Culture: Indigenous Women in The Village Bride of Beverly 

Hills and For Matrimonial Purposes   97 

responsibilities, and personal aspirations, often resulting in tension and conflict. Daswani 

illuminates the obstacles encountered by Indigenous women in reconciling love, job 

aspirations, and cultural identity via the experiences of their characters, presenting a complex 

array of issues that appeal to a wide readership. 

 In The Village Bride of Beverly Hills, the protagonist's trip symbolises the conflict 

between traditional beliefs and the requirements of a contemporary job. The narrative starts 

with the protagonist's contemplation of her arranged marriage, a cultural tradition profoundly 

embedded in her Indigenous ancestry. She states, “I had always anticipated that my marriage 

would be arranged, but I never envisioned the sensation of standing at the altar with an 

unfamiliar person” (Daswani 15). This phrase embodies the conflict between societal norms 

and individual feelings, a persistent motif throughout the work. The heroine encounters a sharp 

difference between her conservative background and the fast-paced, individualistic society of 

Beverly Hills as she adapts to her new existence. This cultural mismatch is exacerbated by her 

want to pursue a profession, which often conflicts with the conventional responsibilities 

anticipated of her as a wife and daughter-in-law. 

For Matrimonial Purposes similarly explores the intricacies of love and marriage 

among societal expectations. The protagonist, Anju, is a prosperous professional who 

experiences familial pressure to adhere to conventional marital expectations. Anju's internal 

struggle is well articulated when she states, "I wanted to make my parents proud, but I also 

wanted to make myself proud" (Daswani 42). This comment underscores the contradictory 

constraints encountered by many Indigenous women, who must balance familial and 

communal obligations with the pursuit of personal fulfilment. Anju's odyssey is characterised 

by self-discovery as she navigates the equilibrium between her cultural identity and her 

ambitions for romantic and professional achievement. 

Critics have emphasised the importance of Daswani’s work in illuminating the 

experiences of Indigenous women in modern literature. Scholar Meena Alexander asserts that 

“Daswani’s novels give voice to women frequently marginalised in mainstream narratives, 

presenting a nuanced depiction of their struggles and triumphs” (Alexander 78). This viewpoint 

is especially pertinent for Indigenous women, whose narratives are often neglected or 

inaccurately portrayed in literature. Daswani confronts preconceptions and provides a more 

genuine portrayal of Indigenous women's lives by focusing her tales on their experiences. 

  The issue of cultural preservation is crucial in both stories, as the characters attempt to 
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retain their cultural identity while acclimating to new surroundings. In The Village Bride of 

Beverly Hills, the protagonist's efforts to maintain her cultural background are apparent in her 

engagements with her family and community. She often contemplates the significance of her 

cultural traditions, asserting, “My culture is integral to my identity, and I cannot merely 

abandon it” (Daswani 67). This feeling is reflected in For Matrimonial Purposes, where Anju's 

affiliation with her cultural heritage acts as a source of fortitude and perseverance. 

Notwithstanding the obstacles she encounters, Anju stays dedicated to preserving her ancestry 

while also forging her path in life. 

The significance of family and community is another key topic in Daswani’s writings. 

In both The Village Bride of Beverly Hills and For Matrimonial Purposes, the characters' 

families significantly influence their choices and experiences. The need to adhere to family 

standards consistently generates tension as the protagonists endeavour to express their 

autonomy while preserving their connections with their relatives. This contradiction is more 

apparent in For Matrimonial Purposes, when Anju’s family consistently underscores the 

significance of marriage and conventional gender roles. Critic Priya Joshi notes, “Daswani’s 

depiction of familial dynamics emphasises the intricate relationship between personal 

aspirations and societal expectations, illustrating the difficulties encountered by women in 

patriarchal societies” (Joshi 93). 

Simultaneously, Daswani’s books exalt the tenacity and autonomy of Indigenous 

women. Notwithstanding the challenges they encounter, the characters in both works 

eventually discover methods to establish their autonomy and follow their aspirations. In The 

Village Bride of Beverly Hills, the protagonist's odyssey is one of empowerment, as she 

acquires the skills to manoeuvre through the intricacies of her new existence and affirm her 

individuality. Instances of self-discovery and development characterise Anju's path in For 

Matrimonial Purposes as she navigates the equilibrium between her cultural identity and her 

ambitions for love and professional achievement. These accounts provide a powerful message 

of hope and perseverance, highlighting the strength and resolve of Indigenous women amidst 

hardship. 

  Daswani’s work has relevance beyond the personal narratives of her characters, 

providing a wider critique of the obstacles encountered by Indigenous women in modern 

society. According to historian Anjali Gera, "Daswani's novels serve as a reminder of the 

ongoing struggles faced by Indigenous women, who must navigate the intersections of culture, 
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gender, and class in their pursuit of love and career success" (Gera 119). Daswani challenges 

prevailing narratives by centring her tales on the experiences of Indigenous women, so 

providing a more inclusive and truthful picture of their lives. 

Kavita Daswani’s The Village Bride of Beverly Hills and For Matrimonial Purposes 

provide a profound examination of the convergence of love, work, and cultural identity among 

Indigenous women. These books, via their characters' experiences, underscore the problems 

and successes of reconciling tradition with modernity, providing a detailed depiction of the 

intricacies inherent in Indigenous women's lives. By focussing her storytelling on the realities 

of Indigenous women, Daswani confronts prejudices and provides a more genuine portrayal of 

their obstacles and ambitions. These books exemplify the strength and agency of Indigenous 

women, conveying a message of optimism and empowerment for readers from many 

backgrounds. 

Discussion and Analysis 

Kavita Daswani’s The Village Bride of Beverly Hills and For Matrimonial Purposes  

provide a profound and intricate examination of Indigenous women's experiences as they 

traverse the interconnected domains of love, work, and cultural identity. These works explore 

the intricacies of tradition and modernity, providing a significant remark on the difficulties 

encountered by women attempting to reconcile family obligations with individual ambitions. 

Daswani underscores the resilience, autonomy, and cultural adaptation of Indigenous women 

via the experiences of her heroines while also challenging the patriarchal norms that often limit 

their options. 

In The Village Bride of Beverly Hills, the protagonist's planned marriage serves as a 

central theme for examining the conflict between tradition and modernity. The book starts with 

her contemplation on the cultural importance of arranged weddings, asserting, “In my 

community, marriage was not merely a union of two individuals but a confluence of families, 

traditions, and expectations” (Daswani 12). This remark highlights the significant cultural 

demands imposed on Indigenous women, who are often required to choose family 

responsibilities over personal aspirations. The heroine acclimates to her new life in Beverly 

Hills, facing the sharp disparity between her conservative background and the independent, 

rapid-paced society of her surroundings. This cultural mismatch is exacerbated by her want to 

pursue a profession, which often conflicts with the conventional responsibilities anticipated of 

her as a wife and daughter-in-law. 

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================ 

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 25:2 February 2025 

M. Vishnu Varathan and Dr. M. Shajahan Sait 

Navigating Love, Career, and Culture: Indigenous Women in The Village Bride of Beverly 

Hills and For Matrimonial Purposes   100 

The protagonist's conflict between her cultural identification and job ambitions is a 

persistent issue throughout the story. She contemplates the difficulties of managing these 

conflicting demands, asserting, “I aimed to respect my heritage, yet I also sought to establish 

my own identity in the world” (Daswani 45). This contradiction exemplifies the overarching 

issues encountered by Indigenous women, who often contend with contradictory demands from 

their families and communities. Critic Meena Alexander notes, “Daswani’s depiction of the 

protagonist’s journey underscores the resilience and adaptability of Indigenous women, who 

must continually navigate the boundaries between tradition and modernity” (Alexander 78). 

  Matrimonial Purposes similarly examine the intricacies of love and marriage against 

the backdrop of societal expectations. The protagonist, Anju, is a prosperous professional who 

experiences familial pressure to adhere to conventional marital expectations. Anju's internal 

struggle is well articulated when she states, “I wanted to make my parents proud, but I also 

wanted to make myself proud” (Daswani 42). This remark summarises the conflicting pressures 

experienced by several Indigenous women, who must balance familial and communal 

expectations with their pursuit of personal fulfilment. Anju's odyssey is characterised by self-

discovery as she navigates the equilibrium between her cultural identity and her ambitions for 

romantic and professional achievement. 

The issue of cultural preservation is crucial in both stories, as the characters attempt to 

retain their cultural identity while acclimating to new surroundings. In The Village Bride of 

Beverly Hills, the protagonist's efforts to maintain her cultural background are apparent in her 

engagements with her family and community. She often contemplates the significance of her 

cultural traditions, asserting, “My culture is integral to my identity, and I cannot merely 

abandon it” (Daswani 67). This concept is reflected in For Matrimonial Purposes , where 

Anju's affiliation with her cultural heritage acts as a source of strength and perseverance. 

Notwithstanding the obstacles she encounters, Anju stays dedicated to preserving her ancestry 

while also forging her path in life. 

The significance of family and community is another key topic in Daswani’s writings. 

In both The Village Bride of Beverly Hills and For Matrimonial Purposes , the characters' 

families significantly influence their choices and experiences. The need to adhere to family 

standards consistently generates tension as the protagonists endeavour to express their 

autonomy while preserving their connections with their relatives. This contradiction is more 

apparent in For Matrimonial Purposes, when Anju’s family consistently underscores the 
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significance of marriage and conventional gender roles. Critic Priya Joshi notes, “Daswani’s 

depiction of familial dynamics emphasises the intricate relationship between personal 

aspirations and societal expectations, illustrating the difficulties encountered by women in 

patriarchal societies” (Joshi 93). 

Simultaneously, Daswani’s books exalt the tenacity and autonomy of Indigenous 

women. Notwithstanding the challenges they encounter, the characters in both works 

eventually discover methods to establish their autonomy and follow their aspirations. In The 

Village Bride of Beverly Hills, the protagonist's odyssey is one of empowerment, as she 

acquires the skills to manoeuvre through the intricacies of her new existence and affirm her 

individuality. Instances of self-discovery and development characterise Anju's path in For 

Matrimonial Purposes  as she navigates the equilibrium between her cultural identity and her 

ambitions for love and professional achievement. These accounts provide a powerful message 

of hope and perseverance, highlighting the strength and drive of Indigenous women in the face 

of hardship. 

Daswani’s work has relevance beyond the personal narratives of her characters, 

providing a wider critique of the obstacles encountered by Indigenous women in modern 

society. Critic Anjali Gera observes, “Daswani’s novels underscore the persistent challenges 

encountered by Indigenous women, who must traverse the intersections of culture, gender, and 

class in their quest for love and professional achievement” (Gera 112). By focussing her tales 

on the realities of Indigenous women, Daswani contests prevailing myths and provides a more 

inclusive and truthful depiction of their lives. 

The Village Bride of Beverly Hills illustrates the protagonist's journey as a 

representation of the wider challenges encountered by Indigenous women in reconciling 

tradition with modernity. Her insights into the cultural importance of arranged weddings 

emphasise the burden of family and social expectations. At the same time, her ambition to 

pursue a profession illustrates the conflict between personal goals and traditional duties. The 

protagonist's path, under these contradictory challenges, exemplifies the strength and flexibility 

of Indigenous women. 

In For Matrimonial Purposes, Anju's path is characterised by instances of self-

discovery and development as she navigates the equilibrium between her cultural identity and 

her ambitions for love and professional achievement. Her psychological struggle exemplifies 

the overarching difficulties encountered by Indigenous women, who often contend with 
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contradictory demands from their families and communities. Daswani provides a nuanced 

depiction of the complications faced by Indigenous women via Anju's journey, emphasising 

the courage and resolve necessary to manage the intersections of culture, gender, and class. 

  The issue of cultural preservation is fundamental in both stories, as the characters 

struggle to preserve their cultural identity while acclimating to new surroundings. In The 

Village Bride of Beverly Hills, the protagonist's efforts to maintain her cultural background are 

apparent in her engagements with her family and community. She often contemplates the 

significance of her cultural traditions, asserting, “My culture is integral to my identity, and I 

cannot merely abandon it” (Daswani 67). This concept is reflected in For Matrimonial 

Purposes , as Anju’s bond with her cultural heritage acts as a source of strength and 

perseverance. Notwithstanding the obstacles she encounters, Anju stays dedicated to 

preserving her ancestry while also forging her path in life. 

The significance of family and community is another key element in Daswani’s 

writings. In both The Village Bride of Beverly Hills and For Matrimonial Purposes , the 

characters' families significantly influence their choices and experiences. The need to adhere 

to family standards consistently generates tension as the protagonists endeavour to express their 

autonomy while preserving their connections with their relatives. This contradiction is more 

apparent in For Matrimonial Purposes, when Anju’s family consistently underscores the 

significance of marriage and conventional gender roles. Critic Priya Joshi notes, “Daswani’s 

depiction of familial dynamics emphasises the intricate relationship between personal 

aspirations and societal expectations, illustrating the difficulties encountered by women in 

patriarchal societies” (Joshi 93). 

Simultaneously, Daswani’s books exalt the tenacity and autonomy of Indigenous 

women. Notwithstanding the challenges encountered, the protagonists in both novels 

ultimately discover methods to assert their autonomy and pursue their aspirations. In The 

Village Bride of Beverly Hills, the protagonist's journey embodies empowerment as she learns 

to manoeuvre through the intricacies of her new existence and affirm her identity. Instances of 

self-discovery and development characterise Anju's path in For Matrimonial Purposes  as she 

navigates the equilibrium between her cultural identity and her ambitions for love and 

professional achievement. These accounts provide a powerful message of hope and 

perseverance, highlighting the strength and drive of Indigenous women in the face of hardship. 

  Daswani’s work has relevance beyond the personal narratives of her characters, 
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providing a wider critique of the obstacles encountered by Indigenous women in modern 

society. Critic Anjali Gera observes, “Daswani’s novels highlight the persistent challenges 

encountered by Indigenous women, who must traverse the intersections of culture, gender, and 

class in their quest for love and professional achievement” (Gera 112). Daswani challenges 

prevailing narratives by centring her stories on the experiences of Indigenous women, so 

providing a more inclusive and truthful picture of their lives. 

Language and Style 

Kavita Daswani’s The Village Bride of Beverly Hills and For Matrimonial Purposes 

employ a vibrant and engaging narrative style that blends humor, satire, and cultural 

introspection. Her writing is characterized by a lighthearted yet insightful tone that 

effectively captures the dilemmas faced by modern Indian women navigating tradition and 

contemporary aspirations. 

In For Matrimonial Purposes, Daswani’s prose is witty and conversational, reflecting 

the protagonist’s internal struggles and societal pressures regarding marriage. The first-

person narration provides an intimate perspective, allowing readers to connect with the 

protagonist’s emotions, anxieties, and humorous observations. The language is simple yet 

evocative, punctuated by moments of irony that highlight the contradictions between Indian 

traditions and Western influences. 

Similarly, The Village Bride of Beverly Hills employs a breezy, fast-paced style with 

sharp dialogues and vivid descriptions. The protagonist’s journey from India to the United 

States is portrayed with a mix of humor and poignancy, emphasizing the cultural dissonance 

she experiences. Daswani’s use of contrasting settings—traditional Indian households and 

glamorous Beverly Hills—enhances the novel’s thematic depth. Her language is accessible, 

and her writing often relies on situational comedy to address deeper issues of identity, 

marriage, and societal expectations. 

Daswani’s writing style is engaging, humorous, and deeply reflective of the 

complexities of cultural hybridity. Her accessible language, relatable characters, and sharp 

observations make her novels both entertaining and thought-provoking, appealing to a wide 

audience interested in diasporic narratives and women’s fiction. 

Conclusion 

  In conclusion, Kavita Daswani’s The Village Bride of Beverly Hills and For 

Matrimonial Purposes  provide a profound examination of the convergence of love, work, and 
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cultural identity among Indigenous women. These books, via their characters' experiences, 

underscore the problems and successes of reconciling tradition with modernity, providing a 

detailed depiction of the intricacies inherent in Indigenous women's lives. By focussing her 

novels on the realities of Indigenous women, Daswani confronts prejudices and provides a 

more genuine depiction of their obstacles and ambitions. These books exemplify the strength 

and agency of Indigenous women, conveying a message of optimism and empowerment for 

readers from many backgrounds. 
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