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This monograph in Tamil investigates Tamil nouns on Historical Linguistic perspective.

The monograph is organized into six chapters. They are briefly described below.

Chapter 1: Introduction

The introduction tells briefly about the aims and objectivities of the research work. Many
researches have been undertaken to study the historical details of Tamil language. Tamil verbal
bases have been studied from historical linguistic point of view by Rajendran. The present one
aims to study nouns on historical perspective. This research does not study the historical
development of nouns on the basis of demarcating the Tamil texts into old Tamil Texts, middle
Tamil Texts and modern Tamil Texts. It simply studies the inflections and derivations of Sangam
Tamil Texts and compares them with the present day Tamil pinpointing the difference between

the two on historical linguistic perspective.

Chapter 2: The Earlier Studies on Tamil Nouns

There are many studies on Tamil nouns on historical perspective. They have been discussed
here.
Nouns in Traditional Grammars

To start with the nouns in the Traditional grammar has to be discussed. This is done
separately in the third chapter.

Dravidian Nouns
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Shanmugarm (1971) studies nouns on comparative Dravidian perspective. He studies
nouns under the headings gender-number, numbers, pronouns, inflectional increments, cases and

lexicon. The book gives an overall idea about noun in Dravidian languages.

Nouns in Tamil

Kamaleswaran (1974) studies nouns on historical perspective for his PhD work. He
classifies nouns into inherent nouns and derived nouns. He classifies the nouns derived from verbs
into three types: 1. nouns derived by zero suffixation, 2. nouns derived by internal change and 3.
nouns derived by suffixation. He goes on explaining them with examples form Sangam Tamil texts
and modern Tamil sources. His descriptions on the formation of nouns have been discussed
elaborately here.
Nominal Composition

‘Nominal Composition’ by Vijayavenugopal (1979) is another research work worthy of
being discussed here.
Morphology: Noun Morphology

Morphology: Noun morphology by Agastiyalingom (1984) need to be discussed here.
Word-formation in Modern Tamil with Special Reference to Administrative Terms

The PhD research work of Maraimalai entitled “Word-formation in Modern Tamil with
special reference to administrative terms” need to be discussed here.
A Reference Grammar of Classical Tamil

The research work entitled “A reference grammar of Classical Tami” is another important
work which needs to be elaborately discussed here.
Word Formation in Tamil

The research work entitled “Word formation in Tamil” by Rajendrab needs to be discussed

elaborately here.

Chapter 3: Tamil Nouns in Traditional Grammars
An elaborate study is made here on treatment of nouns in traditional grammars like

tolkaappiyam, nanuul, etc.
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Chapter 4: Descriptive Study of Tamil Nouns
The descriptive study of Tamil nouns is made here. The inflection of nouns by case suffixes

have been discussed by explaining the sandhi changes.

Chapter 5: Historical Linguistic Study of Tamil Nouns

This is the major chapter of this monograph. The word formation strategies in Sangam
Tamil have been elaborately discussed. The strategies adopted in Sangam Tamil are compared
with Modem Tamil and the historical changes have been explored. This is followed by a discussion
on morphophonemics. The morphophonemcis of Sangam Tamil is studied elaborately and
compared with the morphophonemics of modern Tamil and the changes are noted down. This is
followed by a discussion on nouns in general. The pronouns in Sangam Tamil are compared with
modern Tamil and the historical changes have been discussed. The inflectional bases in Tamil is
studied and compared with the inflectional bases in modern Tamil. This is followed by a discussion
on changes between Sangam Tamil and modern Tamil with regard to singular and plural
distinction. A discussion on case suffixes and postpositions follows this. A comparison is made
between the case suffixes and postpositions used in Sangam Tamil and modern Tamil and the
historical changes are noted down. Next is on compound noun formation. The compound noun
formation in Sangam Tamil is compared with compound noun formation in modern Tamil on
historical linguistics perspective. A discussion on formation of nouns from adjectives follows this.
The formation of de-adjetival nouns in Sangam Tamil is compared with the formation of de-
adjectival nouns in modern Tamil on historical linguistics perspective. This is followed by a
discussion on the derivation of nouns from verbs in Sangam Tamil and modern Tamil on historical
linguistics perspective. Distinction is made between the participial nouns and verbal nouns. The
formation of participial nouns and verbal nouns in Sangam Tamil and modern Tamil has been

studied on historical linguistics perspective.

Chapter 6: Conclusion
The last chapter is conclusion. A brief discussion about the previous chapters is made here

pointing out the salient features and findings of the present research work.
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53.1.2.1. &L SImFUTN6L 2 uNF HLHutemL g6 249
53.1.2.2. W FHeumFUTN6L 2 UNJ GMIGHEL H6L6VG)] GILDLLI
: 249
GOS0
5.3.1.2. 3. QLOUISET QT 1985860 SI60LEV G| 626LEOEITLOITE 6L 250
5312.31 | UGS eueLVIMILD L MHIG6T 251
53.1.2.2. LGS eueLIMILD H&HLD6 e 252
5.3.1.3. UG LDOMILD 2L (h&H&6M6NE HL_[h& LOMMMIRISEN 254
5.3.1.3.1, UGS rom QBL U 2 uNjHeST &8
255
QUBCILLMLHILITEL QG FLULEGLD CUTg)
5.3.1.3.2. UGS FOMI QBLGHully Qs CSML_&58
258
QIBCILTLAILITEL QG FULEGLD GCUTg)
53133 [Lu@$ by GOOIUT] (2 gely) 2 IS0 65
263
QIBCILMLAILITEL QFMTLFULEGLD GCUTg)
53.13.4. UGS rHm GOHMUNF (2= Hely) Qs QST 58
269
QIBCILMLAILITEL QG FLLEGLD GCUTg)
5.3.1.3.5. UGS FOm &OMuIly 2 2.ulijd QsIL&s
276
QUBCILLMLHILITEL QFTLFLULEGLD CUTg) !
5.3.1.3.6. UGS FOM GOMUI] 2 g QSTL&s
286
QIBCILMLAILITEL QFTLFLULEGLD GCUTg)
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5.3.1.3.7. UGH moOm Qw2 ulrH QBT 58

QUBCILMLHILITEL QGTLFUUELD Cug) 22
5.3.1.3.8. UGS Fom QW Qs QBT &8 27
QUGALMAWITEL QFHTLFULBLD GCUTg)
5.3.2. 2_(IhCIUMmedlwsoiliedey euFeummM)I LOMMHMLD 312
5.3.2.1. UGHLU NpLpeNed euFemmHMILLTMHMLD 312
5.3.2.2. L& 55615 &G LD L (158 En5GLDemLuleL
goU@Ld 2 (Hueiluled  WMMMSI6T  QULTMI | 314
LOMMHMLD
5.4, AN[IN])) 320
5.4.1. &higGSLOILH6L QLI 320
5.4.2. SM&HM0G FLOILHI6L ClLILLIT 321
5.4.3. LOMHMIL QLY 322
5.4.3.1. &hi&SSLOILHI6L LDMHMILICLILIT 322
54.3.1.1. el LmmHMILICLILITS6IT 322
5.43.1.2. &L (h LMHMICILILIFEET 323
5.4.3.13. eNeorm LOMHMILIGLILIT&6T 324
5.4.3.1.4. &L (h LoMMILD e6DTIT LOMMHMI6LIG. EUMISETT 327
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5.4.3.15. 6T630T600)| LOMMOMLIGILILLI 331
5.4.3.2. LOTOMIL QUWIT&e6 eUFeummMILDTMMLD 334
5.4.3.2.1. el LMMMILICLILIFSET eUFeuTmHmI LDTMHMLD 334
5.4.3.2.2. &L (b LrHmICLWIF&Hefe euyeomTMHM| TMHMLD 335
5.4.3.2.3. eNeorm LIOHMILGLILITS6T eUFeOmMMI LOMMHMLD 336
5.4.3.2.4. GL(G WLOMID efem WIMHM  6lgelhigerleo .
QUFeLTMHM) LODTMHMLD
5.4.3.2.5. 6T6301600)| LOMMHMILIQLILITEH660T eUFeLTMHM) LOMMHMLD 339
5.4.4. Hflyl uG S 340
5.4.4.1. FhISTEVSHLOILPIEL SFILIL LiGS) 341
54.4.1.1. &S 341
5.4.4.1.2. el mmmitl Quwgseailer SFLmM LGSsen 342
5.4.4.1.3. epedll rHmIL Quwigeord Guwiysefssr Sl s
LGS &6
5.4.4.2. Sy LG SN UMMM LOTMHMLD 348
5.4.4.2.1. epelll wmmIt Quwirseilsr HFLl LGSuNeL s
QUMMM LOMMHMLD
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5.4.4.2.2. el WrOHmIL QuUwreLeLrd HFlUl LGHuled <o
QIFeLTMM) LODTMHMLD
5.4.5. €2(IH6MLO LD LI6STEmLOU|LD 351
5.4.5.1. FRIGHTELS SLOILHIEL 62 (HEMLDULD LIGTEMLOL|LD 351
5.4.5.1.1. &S 351
5.4.5.1.2. LI6OT6MLD 94,58 [HIL_LILD 352
5.4.5.1.3. LI6OT6MLD 6L (h'&61T @16L6VITG LIGT6MLOLI QILIUITE 6T 358
5.4.5.2. €2 (HEMLOLI LI6oT6mLOUN6T eUFeuTMHMI LDTMHMLD 359
5.4.6. GeummiemLd 2_(h&EhLD LTN63T6mI(HLISEHLD 360
546.1. &hi%S&LOILHl6L GeummiemLo 2 (HLU&EHLD -
LN 63T 61 (5 LS (€1 LD
54.6.1.1. 1R3! 361
5.4.6.1.2. GeummiemLo 2 (HYy SlenLwmeriuG 5SS
61(GHHHSHTL (h &6l !
5.4.6.1.3. GeumnmIenLd 2 (HLISEHLD LN60T60)I (L5 (61 LD 363
5.4.6.1.4. Sh&SSHIL_LILD 364
5.4.6.2. Geummienid OMID N6STEH)I(HLIGE60T eUFeLMMHM) »
LOMMMLD
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5.4.7. oLl (RLIQILIWIT& 6T 475

5.4.7.1. FhSTLSHSHLOIPL Fal (HL QUUITEHET 475
5.4.7.1.1. G (HLIGILIIITSSLD Y, &&LD 478
5.4.7.1.2. oLl (HLQUWIf 6o QUM (menG&meit 480
5.4.7.2. gL (FLQUWITSaf6T eueommm) LOMMHMLD 481
5.4.8. QuUWIFemLLI CQILILITS6T 31606V GMILILIL GILIWIFS6IT
483
5.4.8.1. FhIGSHTLS  SLOIAL  QUWITEMLL  CLWLIT&ET
S16VEV G| GMILLL QUILITS6IT 433
54.8.1.1. QuWIgenL LI QUT&eN60T &, &&LD 484
54.8.1.2. QuuyemL Ll  QUITSHELSST6TT G -6T600T-LIT6L
484
G &6
5.4.8.13. QuwiIFemL_LI QUUITS6M60T 24,88 HIL_LIMISET 485
5.4.8.2. QuuWIsOHLL  QUWIT&ET — SlLevd  GMILLL
510
QuuwirseafleT euyeLTMHM] LOMMHMLD
5.4.9. 616MEITUIT6V 6METOTUL LD QLILLIT& 61T 519
5.4.9.1. &hi%S & LOILHIGL eIl6m6uTLITEVEMETITULLD QILILITS6IT 520
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5.4.9.1.1. AWHGHHITeL El6M6UTLITEVEMETUTIL|LD GILILITS6IT 521

549.1.11. | @WhH&&Te0 Q16MEBTLLITEV 6M6TITLL|LD
521
QUWITTSSHMST60T QL -6T6001-LIT6VL 6X1(& S 6l
54.9.1.1.2. @mhHS&Mev Q16M6BTLLIT6V 6M6TUTLL|LD
522
QUWITTSESHMSITET 4,655 HILLILD
54.9.12. @MHS SHITELLOELEVIT/ (LPMHMELEVIT
535

6)160)60TLLIT6V EMETUTLL|LD GILILLITT

549121 @MmIh& HITELLDELEVIT/ (LPMMITEVEVIT
Tl6M6TTILITELEMETINLLD  CQILILITSHEHL 65T @6M6TIIUILD | 536

@)L_LD-6T6B01-LIT6L LN6aTCI6TITL (B &S 61T

549122 | A\mhGSTEVLDELEVT/(LPMHMELEVIT

536
QTleMEUTLITELEMETITLLD CILIWLIT&H6M6ST 4,658 HILLILD
5.4.9.13. TSHTLDEMM6XN63)60TLITEVLEMETOTU|LD GILILLIT 553
549131 | 61HIFLOMMEIE0IEIILLITEV 686301 LD QUi serfleor
553
2 (HEUTHSLD
54.9.132. | e&HJwenm  IeETITEVEMETUIULILD  ClLILITSHemern
2 (HEUTEHSHF GC&Is5sULEHLWD @IL_-6T6001-LIT6L | 553
NG 61T (h & &6
54.9133. | 9,65 HILLILD 554
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5.4.9.2. aNemETITELEMEILLD  QUWITSHeN6T  eugeuTmHM)
DTHDID 565
5.4.9.2.1. AmheESTEL  alleneulmeVen6uNLd  GClLwifgereor
QIFeLTMHM) LODTMHMLD 70
54.9.2.2, @\MIH S HMEVLDELEVIT Q16MEBTLLITEV 6M6TITLL|LD
QuwiT&eafle euyeLTMM] LOMMHMLD >
5.4.9.2.3. THTOMM  ENETUITEVEMETTWLD  GUWITSH6eredt
QIFeLTMM) LOTMHMLD o
5.4.10. QG MM ELILIT 591
5.4.10.1. FhISHMLHFHLOLNGL CFHTLAMECILILITS6T 592
5.4.10.1.1. AWHHHTLS CGTLHMELILI] 592
5410111 | @WhGH&HTeVSH QHMHMCLILITHETE Y &H&LD 592
5410112 | 9,&&MmHILLILD 593
5.4.10.1.12.1. | Qeummi eNlenesTeniiLl LILIeTLI(H S S 593
54.101.122. | u@$ NmLpe 594
5.4.10.1.1.2.3. | NeTQ6BTML_L_MT&&LD 596
54.10.1.1.24. | HL& 605
54.10.1.125. | Q#mmymenLd (periphrasis) 607
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5.4.10.1.2. AmH&&MeVLDELEVT QG MM GLILIIT 608

5410121 | 965D 609
54.10.122. | 94,68 HILLILD 609
5.4.10.1.3, s1HTmMMS QGHTLNMECILILIIT 611
5410131 | 965D 611
54.10.132 | 94,68 [HILLILD 611

Q&AM ClLwIT&efler euemmm) LMMHMLD
5.4.10.2. 612

o L eoruml_(h/@mbH&Hanevd  CFHMHMCILILIfHeTeor

5.4.10.2.1. QUIELTMHM) LOMMMLD 612

@MHS HTELLDELEVITS QFMAMCILILITS6eM 6ot
5.4.10.2.2. . o 624
QUIeLTMHM) LMMHMLD

siHTmMS  QFHTAMCLWITHefNeoT  eugeumTmHM)

5.4.10.2.3. _ 624
LOMMHMLD

5.5. & (IH& 56600 625

6 @)WV 6: (LPlg.6)|6mI) 626

6.1 (DHEMS W @) UIVS 66T & (H&H&LD 627
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6.2 QUWIE Q&EMLEVTEHHEH 60T 6UTeVITMMI LOMMMLD 638

GBHM&HSHL (M BTeLEET 642
FHIS% @6VHH W BTV 6T 642
N CBHM&HSHL B BTeLSH 6T 643

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 19:7 July 2019
Prof. Rajendran Sankaravelayuthan and Dr. S. Tamilselvam
A Historical Linguistic Study of Tamil Nouns



http://www.languageinindia.com/

