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Abstract  

 

 The study investigates imagery and its aesthetic values in Igbo riddle A riddle is a 

popular genre of oral literature that appeals to people of all ages, gender and status. A riddle is a 

literary genre that employs figurative language to evoke rich imagery and requires indigenous 

thinking before a response. The study sets out to identify and analyze the types of imagery used 

in Igbo riddles as well as their aesthetic values. The study was purely descriptive with qualitative 

approach. Data for the study were collected through oral interview and unstructured 

questionnaire. The study looked at symbolism, simile, personification, repetition, metaphor, 

satire and parallelism as some of the imagery embedded in the riddles. The findings of the study 

revealed that analogical 
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reasoningplaysacriticalroleintheenunciationoftheIgboriddles.Igboriddlesinvolve

logicalassociationofthemesinthequestionandresponses.Thestudyfurthershowed

thatsomeIgboriddleshavemorethanonepossibleresponsehoweverthisdoesnot

posechallengestoparticipantsinsearchingfortheacceptableanswer.Also,thestudy

revealedthatIgboriddlesarecharacterizedbyfigurativemeaningandemployedboth

perceptualandconceptualimagery.Theimagerypaintsthepictureofasituationandat

thesametimeevokestheappropriateemotion.Thestudyalsorevealedthatforoneto

understandtheimageryemployedintheriddles,onemustbefamiliarwithcultureand

thewordsthemselveswhichform theresponsestocertainriddles.Finally,typesof

imagerysuchassymbolism,parallelism,repetition,simile,metaphorandpersonification

areusedtoveiltheirmeaningswhichenrichthehumanintellectandencouragehidden

solutions.

Keywords:riddle,context,imagery,performance,aesthetic,andculture.

1.Introduction:

RiddlingisoneofthewaysbywhichtheIgbopeopletransmittheircultureandtradition

from onegenerationtothenext.Riddlinggameisonlyperformedinsomefewrural

communitiesthesedays.Thedyingoutoftheperformanceofriddlesinthecommunities

thatwereknowntobeperformingthisgameispartlyattributedtothein-roadof

modernization,separationandmigrationoftheyouthtotheurbanareasfrom older

peoplewhowouldhavebeenspendingtimewiththem.Inmostcommunitieswith

electricity,reading,watchingofvideosandfootballmatcheshastakenoverriddling

whichwasusedforeducatinganddevelopingthemindsoftheyouth,andatthesame

time,asourceofentertainment.Theeveningornightperiodthatwasusedforriddlingin

ruralcommunitiesisnowusedfordifferentactivitiessuchaswatchingofvideobythe

people.Theseactivitieshaveleadtothegradualdisappearanceofriddleswhichareour

culturalheritageandthereisneedtodocumentthemforthepresentandtheincoming

generations.

Riddlesconstitutepartoforaltraditionliterature.Theyarealegacyfromthepast,handed

fromonegenerationtoanotherbywordofmouth.Kyoore(2010)positsthatriddlesbind

thegenerationstogethertoexperiencethemagicofarchetypeandthroughthattheworld

isunveiled.Forinstance,theIgboriddle:Enwereotunna,mgbeobulaokporogi,Igaghi

aju(Ihaveacertainfather,whenhecallsyou,youcannotrefuse)theresponseofthe
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riddleisdeath(onwu).Deathisnorespecterofperson.Theimplicationofthisriddle

showsthatdeathhasnorespectforage,gender,orstatusandassuchnoonecanavoid

oneandequal.Kyoore(2010)furtherstatesthatriddlesarefoundinhistoricliteraturein

nearlyallculturesthroughouttheworld.InKyooreview,itisverylikelythatriddlesmight

havespreadthroughoraltraditionasameansoffiresidestorytellingandeducation.This

studysharesthesameviewwithKyoore.

Ariddleisaquestionorstatementthatrequiresingeniousthinkingbeforearesponse.

Riddlesasaliterarygenreemployfigurativelanguagetoevokeimagery.Accordingto

Abrams(1993)figurativelanguageisdefinedasalanguagewhichdeviatesfrom

ordinarylanguageinordertoachievespecialmeaningoreffect.Abramsview,figurative

languagedepartsfrom ordinarylanguagebychangingtheorderandsignificanceof

words.Insimilarregard,Motebele(1997)states,thatoneofthemostcommonmeansof

constructingfigurativelanguageistheuseofimagery.Shegoesfurthertosaythat

imageryentailsdesertinganobjectorconceptintermsofanotherbybringingoutthe

similaritiesanddifferencesbetweenthem.Identifyingtheimageryinriddlemeansthat

youknow how toorganizetheuniversewithinyourminds.Also,Motebele(1997)

mentionsthatorganizationalprinciplesarediscoveredwithinthecontestofriddlesby

creatingacollisionofmeaningscausedbyaclashbetweenliteralandfigurativemeaning

createdbythemontageofrelatedimages.

TheIgbopeopleseeriddlingasagamefortheyoungpeoplethroughadultsarealso

knowntobeactiveparticipants.Sometimes,adultsperform riddleswithchildrenin

riddlingsessionwheretheysharetheirriddleswiththem.Adultsmayalsoengageinthe

art.Riddlesarealsoperformedandtransferredbetweenchildrenalone.Theactof

riddlingamongtheIgboisperceivedasameansofknowledgetransmission.Thisview

issupportedbyFinnegan(1970:441)whenshenotedthatamongtheChagaofTanzania,

thereareriddlesusedtothreaten,toconveysecretinformationandtoeffectindirect

suggestionthisimpliesthat,theseriddlesareobviouslyforadultsandthissupportsthe

viewthatadultstakepartinriddleperformanceintheChagaculturejustastheIgbo

peopledo.

TheIgbopeopleperceiveriddlesasadialogiccontestandtheperformancerequiresa

riddler,ariddleeandanaudience.Itistheriddlerwhodropsariddletotheriddleeand

theyarerequiredtogivearesponse.Thereisturntakinginriddlingsessionamongthe

Language in India www.languageinindia.com                Onu & Ebere   ISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 19:7 July 2019

<382-<410>



Igbo,whereoneriddlerpresentsariddletoariddleeandviceversa.Theruleofthegame

doesnotallowonetolie,hidepartofthetruthorchangetheconditionsofthecontestto

enableonewin.

Igboriddleshaveanopeningproceduretoprodanindividualintoriddlingsessionandit

isstereotyped.Forinstancetheriddlersays;gwam,gwam,gwam,(tellme,tellme,tell

me)theriddleesay;“koaziannantighereoghe”meaningsayit,wearelisteningor

waiting.Thefunctionoftheopeningformulaistoestablishthecontextualsituationof

riddleexchange.

TheperformanceofriddleamongtheIgboisguidedbyunderstoodrule.For

instance,riddlesaremostlyperformedatnightasaformofsocialcontrolsothattimeis

notwasted.Thistherefore,ismeanttotrainthechildtofollowtime-linesandactivities,

sothattheydonotforgetothergivenchores.Riddlescanalsobeperformedduringthe

daytimeinschools.

Riddlesareperformedfoeavarietyofpurposeswhichincludeteachingandvalues,

proofofintelligenceandwayofsocializingthechildintothepoeticsofthesociety.

Scholarsstudyriddlesasaformofliteraryexpressionsbymembersofsocietybecause

riddlesreflecttheenvironmentandpeople’sintellectualdexterity.Riddlesmayplayan

importantroleintheholisticdevelopmentofyoungpeople.Riddlesdonotonlyperform

socialandeducationalfunctionsbutalsotheyincludemoralandculturalfunctionsinthe

society.Traditional,Igboriddleprovidetothepeople strongsenseofculturalvaluesuch

asunity,respect,honestyandothers.Thevaluesareimportantelementintheproper

developmentandtheeducationoftheyouth.SomeIgboriddleareinstructure,theymay

mentionnamesormakereferencetohistoricalevents.Undoubtedly,riddlesdevelopa

senseofobservationandcreativityinthepeople’smind.Igboriddlesareaneffective

meansoftestingandimprovingthelistenersabilitytothinkveryfastandaccuratelytoo.

Ajayi(1990)supportsthisviewwhenhenotes,thatriddlingconstitutesanimpressive

moralandintellectualexercisethatdeveloptheindividualreasoningabilitywhichisthe

keytogoodmoraljudgmentsuchasuprightnessandkindness.Socially,riddlesbring

peopletogethertointeract,competeandmakefriendswithoneanother.Riddlingcreates

aspiritofcompetitivenessamongtheplayersandalsoaspiritoftogethernessforthose

whofindthemselvesinthesamegroup.

LITERATUREREVIEW
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Thissectionconcernsthereviewofrelevantliteratureunderconceptual,theoreticaland

empiricalstudies.

2.CONCEPTUALFRAMEWORK

2.1.1IMAGERY:

ImageryisaprominentfeatureinIgboriddles.Agyekum(2013)definesimageryasaway

bywhichoralandwrittenliteraturesemploywordstopaintmentalpicturesthatappeal

thatourfeelingsandourunderstanding.Hefurtherpositsthatimageryisbasicallybased

oncomparismofitemsbylistingtheirspecificattributesandliningthemuptoseeareas

ofresemblanceandcontrast.Giddon(1977)inhisownviewseesimageryasatermused

torepresentobjects,actions,feelings,ideas,stateofmindandsensoryexperience.He

definedimageryastheimagesproducedinthemindthroughtheuseoflanguage.The

useofimageryinliteraryartistoachieveconcentrationandforcefulness.Imageswhich

aredrawnbyusingfiguresofspeechsuchasmetaphor,simileandpersonificationserve

thefunctionofbeautification.Inthisstudy,imageryisusedtodepictthepicture

representedinaperson’smind.Itisaconcreterepresentationofasenseofimpression

feelingandidea.Theyarementalandphysicalimagesthatareproducedbyfigurative

languageintheformofcomparisonbasedonassociation.Theirmeaningsarealways

inferredfromlargercognitive,culturalorenvironmentalcontext.

2.1.2Context

Contextasaconceptiswhatcomesbeforeandafteraword,phraseorstatementhelping

tofixmeaning.Webster(1980)definescontextasthewholesituation,backgroundor

environmentrelevanttosomehappeningorpersonality.MbahandMbah(2007)define

contextasmanyoccasionsinwhichoralliteratureisperformed.Incontinuing,theysay

contextisthesettingoftheoralperformance,whichhelpstoexplainwhatisbeingdone.

Theremustbeanoccasionthatnecessitatestheperformanceoforalliterature.This

occasioncouldbe–afuneralceremony,aninstallation,amarriagecelebrationorvillage

festival.Oralliteratureisimportantbutwithoutthecontext,itislifeless(Onuigbo,2006).

2.1.3.Performance
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Performanceisanelementinalloralart,andthatiswhysomeofthe

controversiesaboutstyleofartcanonlybefullyunderstoodbyreferencetoperformance.

AccordingtoJacobson(1974:11)performanceisdefinedasaformofexpressionwhich

usespoeticlanguageofwhichbodyisthevehiclethatgivesfromthatwhichonewishto

communicate.Eachactofperformanceisreflexive,creatinganexperiencewhile

reflectinguponthisexperienceatthesametime.Schechner(1982:15)inhisownview

considersperformanceastheretiredbehaviour.Onu(2014:22)definesperformanceas

aninteractiveenterprisewhereaperformerperformsbeforeaparticipatingaudience.He

addedthattheskillandpersonalityoftheperformer,thenatureandreactionofthe

audience,thecontextandthepurposeareessentialaspectsofaperformance.Ihedigbo

(2017)seesperformanceasanyformofartisticdisplayinthepresenceofanaudience.

Bauman(1975:11)definesperformanceas

Amodeofverbalcommunicationwhichconsistsintakingresponsibilityofa
performerwith regard to the audience,bymanifesting its communicative
competence.Thiscompetenceissupportedinknowledgeandtalentandit
possessestospeakinthesociallyappropriatewayfromtheaudience’spointof
view,theperformersexpressiveacts whicharesubjecttoevaluationaccordingto
theirefficiency.Thebetterthecapacity,themoveintensetheexperiencewillbe,
thankstothepleasureofferedbytheintrinsicqualitiesofexpressiveacts.

Scheubs(1977:89)seesperformanceas“underlyingprocessofbalancing,loosening,

bending,twisting,reconfiguringandtransformingthepermeatingeruptiveenergyand

mood below and to thesideoffocused attention.Derrida (1978:12)describes

performanceasrepetitionofaction.Schechner(1982:15)inhisownviewconsiders

performanceastheretiredbehaviour.Inthecaseofthisstudyperformanceisusedto

meanacollectiveactivitywhichinvolvesoneormoreperformersandaudience.

Turner(2002:13)assertsthat:

performanceisadidacticofflowthatisspontaneousmovementinwhichactionand
awarenessareoneand‘reflexivity’.Inwhichthecentralmeanings,valuesandgoalsofa
cultureareseeninactionastheyshapeandexplainbehaviour.A performanceis
declarativeofoursharedhumanity,yetitutterstheuniquenessofparticularcultures.We
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willknowoneanotherbetterbyenteringoneanother’sperformanceandlearningtheir
grammarsandvocabularies.

Inthecontextofthisstudyperformanceisusedtomeanacollectiveactivitywhich

involvesoneperformerormoreaswellasanaudience.

2.1.4.Culture

CultureisdescribedasthesoftwareofthemindbysomescholarssuchasAndrew

MilnerandJeffBrowitt(2002).MilnerandBrowitt(2002)drawsattentiontofour

importantkindsofmeaningthatattachtothewordculture:anindividualhabitofmind,

thestateofintellectualdevelopmentofawholesociety;thearts;andthewholewayof

lifeofagrouporpeople.InWilliamBascom’sterm,‘culturehasbeenreferredtoasman’s

socialheritageandasman-madepartoftheenvironment’(WilliamBascom,1965:27).

Inthepresentstudy,cultureisunderstoodasthewayoflifeofIgbopeople.Aproverbis

thuspartofcultureasitcodifiesand/orreflectshowpeoplelive.Oneofthemost

importantissuesinhumanlifethatproverbreflectsisgender.Giventhatcultureis

dynamic,theconstructionofgenderroleskeeponadjustingtochangingsocial,

economic,andpoliticalimperatives,firstasthelanguageandliteraturethatreflectthe

situationaretobe.

1. TheoreticalFramework

ThestudyisanchoredonsocialconstructivisttheorypropoundedbyKjorholt(2004).

Socialconstructivistepistemologyapproachpresentschildhoodasasocialconstruction

andchildrenassocialactors.Thistheoryisbasedonsocialconstructionismandhas

engaged internationalresearchers with interdisciplinary academic backgrounds

–sociologists,anthropologists,historians,geographers,psychologists– whohave

contributedtothedevelopmentofinterdisciplinarychildhoodstudies(Kjorholt,2004).

Socialconstructionism isdrawnontheperspectiveofthesocialconstructionoforal

traditiontoexplorechildrenandtheiroraltradition.Asthefocusofthisstudyon

children’sriddlingpractices,socialcontructionism theoryisusedasaconceptfor

understandingchildrenandtheirplayculture.
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Thistheorypresentschildassocialactorsandchildhoodassocialconstruction.

JamesandPront(1990:i)explainitasaninterpretativeframeofexplainingtheway

childrenareperceivedandarticulatedinparticularsocietiesintoculturalspecificset

ofideaandphilosophies,attitudeandpractice.Theconceptofchildrenassocial

actorshasemergedasanewparadigminresearchwithchildrenbyengagingchildren

asactiveparticipantintheresearchprocessabouttheireverydaylife(Lancy&

Montgomery,2009).Basedonthisconcept,researchersinvolvechildrenasactive

subjectwhoarecompetenttoshapeeachotheraswellastoinfluencetheirsocial

situationswhichshowsthattheyhaverichperspectivesabouttheirsocialworld.

Corsaro(2011)positsthatchildren,throughtheirpeercultureandroutine,achieve

theirautonomyandreduceadultcontrol.Thisstudyemphasisthatthefactthat

childrenintheirplayactivitiesdemonstratetheirdesiretoachievefreedomfromthe

rulesandauthorityofadultandtogaincontroloverthemselvesshowthattheyare

socialactors.

Thus,Corsaro’snotionofchildrenassocialactorsaswellasKjorhott’sanalysisof

childrenassocialparticipantsshowsusthatchildrenaresubjectwiththecapacityto

constructmeaningsin responseto thesocialpracticesin which theyguide

themselves.TheroleofIgbochildrenplayintheperformance,interpretationand

transmissionoforaltraditionandconstructionofknowledgethroughthisprocessare

mademanifestintheirriddlingpractice.

Childrenalwaysappreciateinformationtheygainfrom adultintotheirpeerculture

throughtheirownwayofdoingandsharing.Thisnotionofappropriationandsharing

thusdenotesthatthroughinteractiveeventchildrenbecomepartsofculturalsystem

thatcreateandmaintaintheirculturalpracticesthroughtheirownwayofteaching

eachother.Thistheoryisrelevanttothepresentstudybecauseitfocusesonthe

notionofinteractiveeventthatpertaintochildrenplaypracticeswithinthecontextof

dualinteraction,whichincludepeerinteraction(childreninteractionwitheachother)

andchildreninteractionwithadults.

CorsaroandMatinaro(2000)arguethatanethnographershouldbeanactive

participantinchildrenpairrelationshipsthroughtakingpartintheireverydayactivities

inordertoattaintheirfullinvestmentinethnographicfieldworkactivities.Silbery

(1986)claimstheirsuccessinethnographicresearchliesinmultiplemethodological

activitieswhichincludewatching,listeningandunderstandingchildren’ssocial

practicesintheirculturalcontexts.Thesearewhatsocialconstructionisttheory

standstoachieveinthisstudy.

2.2Empiricalstudies

Summer(1995)writingonthecomplexformandstructureofriddlingnotethatitis

comparabletotheproverb.Thisisusuallyhighlymetaphoricalwhiletheproverbis

mainlyconnotative.Inthisway,riddleexhibitawideranddeeperscopeofmeaning,
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operatingandinterpretation.

Similarly,GalitHassanandDavidShulman(1996)rightlyassertthattheriddle,both

itselfanditscontextualembeddedness,isrichinexistentialcontext.Thismeansthat

ariddleactcanstandoutonitsownasatextandwithitsaddedadvantageofthe

situationallinguisticandculturalcontextthatinform itsbeing,ariddlecontainsa

multiplicityofmeaning.Whatismore,thethingstobetranslatedintheriddleincluded

theaudiences’perceptionsoftheriddleprecedentssetbeforethem.

Magachi(2015)conductedastudyonthepragmaticanalysisofEkegusiiriddle.The

studyisbasedonapragmaticanalysisofEkegusiiriddles.Heopinesthatriddlesplay

animportantroleineducatingnotonlychildrenbutalsoadults.Thestudycategorized

riddlesintoliteralandmetaphoricalriddles.Thestudyisanchoredonrelevance

theory.ThefindingsofthestudyrevealedthatEkegusiiriddlesareclassifiedinto

literalriddleswhichareinterpretedandunderstoodbasedoncontextandcultural

knowledge.Italsodiscoveredthatbothchildrenandadultstakepartintheriddling

processandthatcontextandculturalknowledgeplayamajorroleininterpretingand

understandingEkegusiiriddles.

GachanjaandKebaya(2013)carriedastudyonthepedagogicalaspectofriddles:A

criticalexaminationofAbagusiiriddles.Primarydataforanalysiswasobtainedfrom

afieldworkconductedamongchildrenandadultpurposivelysampledfromAbagusii

community.Theresearchersengagedparticipatoryandobservationalapproachesin

datacollection.Thepaperinvestigatedthevariouseducationvaluesandskills

inherentintheriddlesandshow thatboththeriddlingandtheriddleembody

educationalvalues.Inthisregard,theauthoremphasizedthatriddlesshouldbe

embracedasanimportantteachingandinstructionalmethod.

Shuaibu(2014)inhisworktitled,“Hausariddlesandgamepertinenttothe

developmentofMathematicalthings:Areconstructionfocus”examineshowHausa

riddlesandgamecouldbeusedintheteachingofmathematicslesson.Theauthor

interviewedstudents,lecturers,andothermembersofthesocietyinKanotogather

someexamplesofsomeHausariddlesandgames.Thefindingsofthestudyrevealed

thattherearesomanynumbersofHausariddlesandgamesveryrelevanttothe

developmentofmathematicalthinkingwhichmathematicsteachersandstudents

couldusetoimprovemathematicsteachingandlearningandatthesametimecanbe

usedforrecreationalactivitiesandpsychologicaltensionrelease.

Kyoore(2010)conductedastudyonriddleamongtheDagoraofGhanaandBurkina

Faso.Thestudyexamined closelyriddlesofDagara peopleofWestAfrica,

emphasizingtheimportanceofthegenreasaculturaltradition.Theriddlesare

analysedwerecollectedduringafolktalenarrationsessionintheNandomareaofthe

upperwestregionofGhana.Thestudyarguesthatriddlesasmetaphorsarealogical

associationofobjectsorhumanbehaviour,andcallsforinclusionoffolkloreof

folklorestudyinelementaryschoolcurriculum.
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SummaryoftheReviewedLiterature

Theliteraturereviewedsofarindicatethatnotmuchhasbeendoneinchildren’s

riddlingasanacademicexercise.Moreso,noneofthereviewedworksfocusedon

IgboriddlesshowingthatnoscholarlyworkhasbeendoneinIgboriddlesatleastto

thebestoftheresearchersknowledge.Itisthisgapthatthepresentstudyintendsto

filltostimulatefurtherresearchinIgboriddlinggame.

2.METHODOLOGY

Thissectionpresentsthemethodologythatwasemployedincarryingthestudy.

Thisstudywaspurelydescriptivewithqualitativeapproach.Itaim atdescribingthe

imageryinsomeselectedIgboriddlesinthecontextandconceptofIgboculture.Inthis

study,thepopulationconsistedofallthepeopleinNsukkaIgboculturearea.Thestudy

employedpurposivesamplingtoselectparticipants.Thesamplewasdrawnfrom a

populationofyoungandoldIgboriddler’sfrommaleandfemaleagesbetween16and60,

whovolunteeredtoparticipateintheriddleperformance.Atotalof15riddlers,5females

and10maleswereusedforthestudy.Fifteenriddlerswereselectedfromsixprimary

andsecondaryschoolsweresampledforanalysisbasedonresearcher’sintuitionasa

nativespeaker.Datawerecollectedthroughparticipantobservationanoralinterview.

Themethodofdataanalysiswaspurelydescriptiveandfocuswasontheimageryin

whichtheriddlesareusedinrelationtotheIgbowayoflife.

3.DATAPRESENTATIONANDANALYSIS

Thissectionanalysesfifteen(15)riddleswhicharepresentedwiththefocuson

imageryintheriddles.Imageryisthecreatureofbothmentalandphysicalpicturessoas

todescribeobjects,events,humancharactersandtheirqualitieseitherthroughindirect

referenceorinthe,mediumiffigurativelanguage.Figurativelanguagedepartfromwhat

usersofthelanguageknowasthestandardmeaningofwordsorthestandardorderof

words,inothertoachievespecialmeaningoreffect.

5.1.1UseofsymbolisminIgboriddle.

RIDDLE1

Riddler-Enwereumuakaato.oburunaotuanoghiya,abuondiozoenweghiikeiruoru.

Ginikambu?
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Riddlee-Ekwu

Riddler:Ihavethreechildren.Ifoneisabsent,twocannotwork.whatisit?

Riddlee-hearthstone

RIDDLE2

Riddler:Enwereotunne.Oburunanwayaanoghiya,ogaghieriiheobula.Ginikaobu?

Riddlee:nwaigu

Riddler:thereisacertainmotherwhenthechildisnotthere,shecannoteat.Whatisit?

Riddlee:millstone

Thepicturecreatedinthemindofthistworiddlesaboveisunity.Traditionally,

Igboriddlesgiveespeciallytheyouthsthestrongstrengthofculturalvaluessuchas

humility,honesty,andunity.Itisclearthatumuaka(children)andnwa(child)inriddle1

and2respectivelydepictedworkingtogether.Ifoneisabsent,theremainingcannotwork

alone,thestrengthoftheIgbosocietyasportrayedbyitsriddlesisfoundoncommunal

welfarebasedoncooperationandunityamongstitsmembers.Thereforefailureto

accepttheworkingtogetherofthepeopleimpliesfailuretoacknowledgethatexist

amongthem.TheIgboworkasaunitanditisthroughthatunitythatteysucceedin

holdinguntotheadage“igwebxikemaadirinaotu”(unitedwestand,dividedwefall).

Theunityimpliedinthetworiddlessymbolizesthestrongcommunalspiritand

valueofthepeople.Theriddlerurgeshismemberstoworktogethersinceworkingasan

individualimplies,intheeyesofthecommunity,afailure.Thissituationofindividualism

isthefearamongmembersofthecommunityandtheIgboriddlersbeingpartofthis

community.Thisstudyobservedwasreactingtothesefearsintheseriddles .

Thetworiddlesaboundinsymbolism.Thesubjectdisguisedintheriddlequestion

arethe‘ekwu’(hearthstone)and‘nwaigu’(agrindingstone)whicharedescribedas
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“nwa”(child)and“umuaka”(children)actionsintheriddlessymbolizeunity.Theuseof

symbolismisverycommoninIgboriddles.

3.1.2.THEUSEOFSATIREINIGBORIDDLES

Cohen(1973:195)definedasatire“asthecriticism ofaperson,humannature,

event,movementorinstitutionbytheuseofridicule,sarcasm,ironyandhumourinother

toreducethesubjectofabsurdity”.Insatiretheaimistoexploreanattackviceandfolly.

TheIgbooralartistincludingtheriddlersoftenpreferstocorrectthefault,maliceand

folliesthroughveiledexpressionratherthandegradingorattackingapersonopenly.The

riddlebelowdemonstratesthisassertion.

RIDDLE3

Riddler:Owereotuonyemnwerena-agaghienyeonweyanrimanaona–ebuganrina

ahia

Riddlee:nda(akpisi)

Riddler:Ihaveacertainfellowthatrefuseshimselffoodbutsendsittothemarket

Riddlee:anant.

Theriddlepaintsthepicturesofaruralcommunitywhereonecanseeant

everywhereevenintheroadsespeciallywhenitrainsandthegroundiswet.Theriddeler

employstheimageofananttopresenthismessage.GrachanjaandKebaya(2013)posit

thatgenerally,antsareregardedasthemosthardworkinganimalandthattheirbehavior

givesthemthehonortobeearningthesimile“ashardworkingasanant”.Thisshows

thatriddlershaveacloseobservationofnatureandtheenvironment.Antaredepictedin

manyculturesasdedicatedandalwaysdeterminedtosucceedinanyundertaken.

However,Igbofolktalehasitthateventhoughantsareperceivedashardworkingtheyeat
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verylittleastheylikekeepingtherestforfutureuse.

Byequatinghumanbehaviortothatofants,theriddleisdrawingtheattentionof

thesocietytosomeoftheunattractivehumanbehaviors.Thisalsoreasonsthequestion

oftheessenceofsomehumanactionsthatnegatestheirownwellbeing.Thisriddle

substantiatestheIgboadagewhichsays“okpaakuerierilekwakaonudionyenwuru

anwu”(onewhogatherswealthwithoutenjoyingshouldlookatthemouthofthedead

person).Theimagerycreatedintheriddleisabsurd.Itdoesnotmakesenseforoneto

leavehisfamilytostarve,onlytotakethefooditemstothemarketandsellthem.The

riddleissuggesting,itisbadthatone’sloveformoneyismakingonedenyhimandthe

familyfoodwhiletakingthefooditemstothemarketandselltostrangerstoenjoy.

Byquestioningtherationalebehindsuchinhumaneaction,theriddleexposes

sucheccentricisminthesocietyandsatiricallyattacksthemembersofthesocietywho

practicesuchselfishbehavior.TheIgbopeopleemploysatiretoevokeimageryand

provideamusementforthecommunity.ItisevidentfromtheabovethatimageryinIgbo

riddlessatirizescertainbehaviorwhichsocietydoesnotuphold.Thisgivestoconfirm

Awedoba(2000) thatriddles provide opportunities for criticalobservation and

assessmentofbeliefs,normsandnotionsaswellasbehaviors,eveniftheyendup

confirmingthestatusquoratherthansubvertingit.

3.1.3.USEOFPARALLELISMINIGBORIDDLES

Nypson(2001)definestheparallelism astherepetitionofwords,phrasesor

sentencesthathavethesamegrammaticalstructureorthatrestatesasimilaridea.Fabb

(1997)inhisownviewseesparallelismasanorganizingprinciplethatdividesthetext

intosectionsandrequiresthesecondhalfofeachsectiontoresemblethefirsthalf.

Agyekum(2007)describesparallelismassamenessbetweentwosectionsofatext.
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Inparallelismtwothingsorideasarealwaysinvolvedinasimilarconstruction.In

thisstudy,parallelism isapoeticdevicebywhichtheriddlerbringstogetherina

balancedrelationship,ideasandimagesthatmayseemindependentofoneanother.The

examplesbelowillustratebelowtheuseofsynonymousandantitheticparallelisminIgbo

riddles.Synonymousparallelisminthesituationwherethepropositionisrepeatedeither

totallyorpartially,theexpressionmaybedifferentbutthemeaningiseithercompletely

ornearly the same.Antithetic parallelism occurs with contrastso thatthe

correspondencelinesarebymeansofoppositionsometimesbyexpressionorsense

only.

RIDDLE4

Mgbenwaonyekpuruisinwuruasinaobuakaoruamosu,kedumakanwaonyeamosu

nwuru?

(whentheblindperson’schilddied,theysaiditistheworkofthewitch,butwhatabout

thewitch’schildthatdies?)

Thisriddlepaintsthepictureofignorance.“onyekpuruisi”referstoavisually

impairedperson.Itsusageheremetaphoricallymeanssomeonewhoisnotawitchoran

ordinarypersonwhohasnotgotawitchcraftpowers.Anordinaryperson’schilddiesand

peopleattributeittowitchhuntingandawitch’schildalsodied.Thequestionthenis,is

thedeadofthischildalsoattributabletotheworkofawitch?Whywillawitchkillherown

child?Inthisriddle,theIgboalwayswantpeopletoreflectabouttheirsocietyandbe

positiveabouttheirwayoflife.Theriddleencouragesthepersontoalsobecuriousand

readytofindanswerstonewthingsastheyoccur.Thisisbecausesocietyisdynamic.

Theimagerycreatedintheriddlesuggeststhateventhewitch’schildisnotspareddeath

howmucham ordinaryperson’schild.Theimagerydepictedintheriddleresponse
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suggeststhat,thereissomethingmorepowerfulthanallhumanbeings.Throughtheir

remarkstheriddleswonderswhythewitchwhoisregardedmorepowerfuland

miraculousandthroughwhomtheunseenandunknownarediscoveredandthelivesand

prospectsofindividualsandcommunityaresavedordestroyedshouldsuffersuchas

ordinarybeing.Theriddleprovideavenueforthesocietytoreflectontheirbeliefsystem

andpaintsthepicturethatasfarasthedestinyofthehumanbeingisconcerned,the

supernaturalbeingcontrolsourlives.Theriddleemployedparallelismasanimageryto

presentthemessage.

Thereissynonymousparallelisminriddlenumber4.Theblindperson’schildthat

diedandthewitch’schildthatalsodiedarebothexpressionaboutdeath.

RIDDLE5

Keduonyehurunzomukwuobumgbeona-agaijen’imenkata(abo)?

Whoseesthefootprintofadovewhenitwalksinabasket?

Theaboveriddlepaintsthepictureofsecrecy.Secrecyisdeliberatelyhiding

informationorbehaviorfrom otherpeople(Kelly,2002).Inthisstudysecretrefersto

knowledgepermittedonlytothosewhodeserveit.Igboriddlesjustliketheriddlesof

otherculturesaregoodreflectionofthesocietalvaluessuchashonestyandrespectfor

traditionalnormsviewedasaculturalpracticethatupholdsthebesttradition.Theriddler

uses“obu”(dove)intheriddleintheresponsetopresentthemessage.Doveisoftenuse

assymbolofpeaceinmanycultures.Whendovewalksonthegroundonefindsit

difficulttoseeitsfootprintsnottotalkaboutwalkinginbasket.Inthebasket,thedove’s

footprintscouldnotbeenseen,onecanneverknowhowadoveenteredabasketthrough

theappearanceofitsfootprint.Adovenormallywillnotbeatwheretherearepeople.

Evenwhenitcomesitwillhide.Whennoone’sattentionisonit,itwillthenmovetodo
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whatitwantstodo.Theimageryintheriddleunderscorestheessenceofsecrecyand

confidentialityregardingsocietyandIgboculturalpractices.

RIDDLE6

Keduonyehuruezeotuebeona-amuamun’imeulo?

Whoseestheteethofavaginawhenitlaughsintheroom?

Inthisriddle“otu”(vagina)naturally,thepositionofitissuchthatnoonecansee

orelseyou’repermitted.Asaresultonecannotseeitwhenitlaughsandnottotalkabout

seeingtheteethofit.Theimageryintheriddleunderscorestheessenceofsecrecyand

confidentialityandIgboculturalmilieu.Traditionally,“otu”(vagina)isnotmentionedin

plainlanguageandissuesrelatingtoitnotalsodiscussedinpublic.TheIgbopeople

regardvaginaasthepaththatbringslife.Respectandothermoralactivitiesconcerningit

areheldsecretlyandinconfidentiality.

Theimageryintheriddlesuggeststhatthereistheneedforindividualstolearnthe

rulesofetiquetteregulatingthesocietyinothertosafeguardthetraditionalnormsand

culturalvaluesofthepeople.

Igboriddlerswhoareobservantandpartofthesocietyrefertoawomanaccepting

hermalecounterpartinbedasvaginalaughing.Astheactivitiesofthecoupleinbedare

knowntothemonlyitisreferredtobytheriddleasthefootprintofthedoveinthebasket.

Theactivityofamanandwomaninbedresultstopregnancy.Thissuggeststhatthe

riddlereferstothepregnancyastoothofthevagina.Theriddledemandscertainlogics

andinducescriticalthinking.Thelogicisembeddedinacomparisonofthedovethat

walksinabasketandvaginathatlaughsintheroom.

3.1.4.THEUSEOFPERSONIFICATIONINIGBORIDDLES
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Personificationisafigureofspeechinwhichathing,ananimaloranabstract

thingismadehuman.Agyekum(2007)statedthatpersonificationendowsanimals,ideas,

abstractionsandinanimateobjectswithhumanform,characterandsensibilityand

emotions.

PersonificationisaverypopularimageryIgboriddlersoftenemploytodrivehome

theirmessageandcreatemorefuninthecourseofriddling.Eachpersonifiedobjectis

oftenmadesymbolicofsomekindofgoodorevilattributewhichtheriddlewantsto

praiseorcondemn.Riddlerscleverlymakethenonhumansbehaveanactlikehuman

beingbyuseofcertainverbs,adjectives,nounsandsometimespronouns.Theriddle

belowillustratespersonification.

RIDDLE7

Riddler:Enwerem otuenyina-aruorun’ugboogenilemanaonaghiakunyeihen’ubi.

Ginikaobu?

Riddlee:Ezi

Riddler:Ihaveacertainfriendthatalwaysfarmsandfarmsbutheneversown.Whatisit?

Riddlee:pig

Theaboveriddlecreatetheimageofoccupation“na-arxqrxxgbqogenile”farmand

farmintheriddlequestiondepictsemphasistheriddleattachestowork.Thissuggests

thatpeopleshouldworkhard.ThemaintooluseinfarmingamongsttheIgboisthehoe.

Itisusedforclearingthelandandweeding.

Thepigperformssimilaractivitiesasdonebythepeopleanditisusefultothem.

Thepigusesitsnosetoremovegrassandlevelthegroundjustasthehoedoesonthe

farmbutnobodywillsowseedthere.Thepigdoesitinsearchoffoodandforpleasure.
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Whetherthepiggetsthefoodornotitneverloseshopeindoingitbecauseofthe

pleasurecomponentitattachestodoingit.

Theimageryintheriddleissuggestingthatthereareotherthingsthatcanclear

thelandandnotthehoeonlyasthepeoplealwaysdo.Thisimpliesthatpeopleshould

addotherinnovationsindoingtheirfarmactivities.

Theriddleemployspersonificationtopresentthemessage.“ezi”(pig)intheriddle

responseisanonhumanbeingwhichisendowedbytheriddlewithhumancharacter

andsensibility.Itishumanbeingsthatfarmbutintheriddlethroughthecreativeuseof

language,apigisseentobfarmingwherenoonesowsforit.Theeffectiveuseof

personificationintheriddlebytheridlerdoesnotonlyaddbeautytothelanguagebut

alsodepictsthecreativeandmanipulationoflanguageamongtheIgbooralartist.The

imageryinthenextriddledepictsstrength.

RIDDLE8

Riddler:Anwuagbaaosisiirokon’obi.Ginikaobu?

Riddlee:qnwx

Riddler:Abeebeatstheirokotreeintheheart,whatisit?

Riddlee:deathgrabsayoungman

Thisriddlepaintsthepictureofstrength.“anwuagbaa”meansabeebeatsand

thisdepictsthestrengthandcharacterofthissmallinsectknownasbee.Irokoisoneof

thestrongesttreesinIgboland.Evenintheeventofrainstorm,whenanirokofalls,the

peoplearealwayssurprised.Theriddleresponse–death–teachesthepeoplethatdeath

isnotarespecterofpersonwhetheryoung,rich,poor,old,strongorweak.Itcomes

unannouncedandwhoeveritcomestocallcannotrefuseitscall.
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Theriddleusestheimageryofpersonificationtopresentthemessage.Theriddle

cleverlymakesthenon-humanbeing“anwu”(bee)and“onwu”(death)behaveandact

likehumanbeingsbytheuseofcertainverbsintheriddleandresponserespectively

suchas“agbaa”(beat)and“ejideela”(grab).Naturally,itishumanbeingsthatbeatbutin

theriddlequestionitisusedbyanon-humanbeing.Thebeeisendowedwithhuman

qualities,sensibilityandemotionstoactinthismanner.Intheriddleresponse,deatha

non-humanentityisseenhavingthestrength,abilityandcouragetograbastrongyoung

manbythehandwithoutfear.

3.1.5.THEUSEOFMETAPHORINIGBORIDDLES

Metaphoroccursfrequentlyineveryday’sspeechandaddsbeautytothelanguage.

Agyekum(2013)statesthatmetaphorisapoeticdevicewhichconciselycomparestwo

thingsbysayingthatoneistheother.Inthisstudymetaphorisastatementthatone

thingissomethingelsewhichliteralsenseisnot.Theriddlesbelowaremetaphorically

constructed.

RIDDLE9

Riddler:Enweremotuosisina-etoogenilemanaonweghimgborogwu.Ginikaobu?

Riddlee;Mmadu

Riddler:Thereisacertaintreethatgrowsbutdoesnothaveroot,whatisit?

Riddlee:Ahumanbeing

Theriddlepaintsthepictureofstrength.AmongtheIgbotheword“too”which

means“grow”isusedforthedevelopmentofahumanbeingandatree.Thenominal

“osisi”(tree)intheriddlequestionand“mmadu”(ahumanbeing)intheriddleresponse

areusedmetaphoricallyintheriddle.Theriddlereferstothehumanbeingasatreethat
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hasnorootyetalwaysgrows.Herethetreeissubstitutedforahumanbeing.

Physiologically,thereisnocorrelationbetweenatreeandahumanbeing.However,in

theriddlethey(treeandhumanbeings)aremadetosatisfythesamepurpose.AsAnang

(2013:4)articulated,“metaphordealswiththeunlockingofmystery,theunknown…

metaphorspeaksaboutonethingintermsthatsuggestsanother,involvingthe

presentationoffactsofonecategoryintheidiom appropriatetoanother,twothings

activetogetherinteractingandintheinteractionproducingmeaning”.Theriddlebelow

lamentsaboutindividualism.

RIDDLE10

Riddler:Nnamruruotuuloobunaanimna-anon’imeya.Ginin.a.obu?

Riddlee:akpukpoukwu

Riddler:MyfatherbuiltacertainhouseformethatIamstayinginalone,whatisit?

Ridlee:Footwear

Thisriddlepaintsthepictureofownership.Theresponsetotheriddlequestionis

straightforward“akpukpoukwu”(footwear).FootwearintheIgbosocietyisnotshared.

Theybelievethatwhensomeonehasbadluckandyouusetheperson’sfootwearyouwill

getthatperson’sbadluck.Themessageembeddedintheriddlesuggeststhat,

individualism idtakingacenterstageintheIgbosocietyasopposetocommunalism

whichisthetraditionalpracticesofthepeople.Theriddlearealludestotheriseof

individualismintheIgbosociety.Thisissobecauseanindividualimpliedintheriddleas

ownerofthehousedepictshimastheonlyoneallowedtostayinginhishouse.

Theriddleisseenasanattemptbytheriddlertoadvisethesocietyagainst

individualism andexpressesthedangerthatcomesasaresultofthenegationofthe
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traditionalpractices(communalism)amongtheIgbo.Theriddlelamentsthelossof

communalpracticesinthecommunityasindividualismtakethecenterstage.Theriddle

shows thatmembers ofthe communityare uncomfortable with the adventof

individualism inthesocietysinceitencouragesandselfishnessandgreedwhichare

widelyregardedasvicesamongtheIgbopeople.

3.1.6.LOGICINIGBORIDDLES

Maritain(1979:109)seeslogicas“logic… meanstohelpourreasoningcorrectly

andefficientlyintheattainmentoftruth.Reasoningistheprocessbywhichcertainties

arearrivedatonthebasisofknownstatement”.Igboriddlesrevealanddemandcertain

logicintheirperformance.Thisinducescriticalreasoningorthinkingonthepartofthe

riddlersorriddleswhotakepartintheriddleperformancesessions.Gwaravandaand

Maranda(2010)areoftheviewthattheanswertoagivenriddleactsasaconclusionof

thelogicalprocessanditMayofteninonewordanswerwhichisbothpreciseandclear

totheparticipants.AllthedifferenttypesofIgboriddlesandresponsesdemandcertain

degreeofanalogyandit’sonlytheonewordresponsethatinvolveslogicalreasoning.

Thelogicisalwaysembeddedinacomparisonoftwothingsortwotypesofbehavior.

Igbo riddlesemployboth inductiveand deductivereasoning.Glovier(2005)sees

inductivereasoningasinvolvingextrapolationfrom experiencetofurtherconclusions.

Thisimpliesthatknownissuescangiveinformation’saboutunknowncasesasthe

excerptbelowillustrates

RIDDLE11

Riddler:Nnukwuokukoochabin’otuebemahaanaghiahuibehaanya,ginikaobu?

Riddlee:Anya
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Riddler:Twowhitehensincubatingsidebysidebutdontseeeachother,whatarethey?

Riddlee:Eyes

RIDDLE12

Riddler:Nnemnwereotutuumuyichereakwaochamanotoonwehanso.Ginikaobu?

Riddlee:Eze

Riddler:Mymotherhassomechildrenandtheyallwearwhiteshirtsstandingcloseto

oneanother.Whatarethey?

Riddlee:Teeth

RIDDLE13

Riddler:EnwereotunnenwereiteabuomanamgbeobulaekujuruhammiriImaranae

nwereonyeobia.Ginikaobu?

Riddlee:Ara

Riddler:Ihaveacertainmotherwithtwopotsandanytimetheyarefilledwithwaterit

meansthereisastrangerinthehouse,whatarethey?

Riddlee:breasts

Intheexcerptabove,theknowcasesare“nnekwuokukoochaabuo”(twowhite

hens),“akwaochaabuo”(twowhiteshirts),and“iteabuo”(twopots).Theunknowncases

arethethingsthatresembleorhaveattributessimilartothatofthetwowhitehens,white

shirtsandtwopots.Theseitemsare“anya”(eyes),“eze”(teeth)and“ara”(breast).

Thereisalogicalanalogybetweentheriddlerandtheirresponsesinthatjustas

twowhitehensareincubatingsidebysidebuttheydonotseeeachother,thetwoeyes
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havesimilarattributesstandingsidebysideyettheydonotseeeachother.Whatthese

riddlesdemandsomelogicalassociationofobjectsandactions.

Also,somechildrenwearingwhiteshirt,standingclosetoeachothersoasteeth

arewhitestandingclothtoeachotheronthegumandfinallyacertaintwopotsarefilled

withwatermeansthereisastrangerinthehouse,thebreastsaretwoandonlyhave

water(breastmilk)whenachildisborn.AnewbornbabyamongtheIgboisconsidereda

stranger.

Igboriddlesempowertheparticipantstocrosschecktheacceptableriddle

responsesandmannerthatmakesmeaningoftheriddle.Thisgoestoconcurwith

Awedoba(2000)thatriddlingequippedlanguageuser,amongotherthingswithanalytical

skillsinsomecasesaresimilartothoselanguageeducationseemstoprovideto

studentsinschools.

Besidesanalogy,Igboriddlingprocessalsoreliesoninference.Inferenceisa

conclusiondrawnaboutsomethingonthebasisofinformationthatisavailable.Igbo

riddlescovereverysphereoflifeornaturemakingtheircontentwidelyvariedthrowing

bigchallengetoriddlers.Foronetobeabletobeeasilyrespondtotheriddles,oneneed

tohaveampleknowledgeofthethingsinlifeandnaturesincetheriddlesrequireoneto

observe and discern various features thatcharacterize his surrounding,hence

demandinginferenceknowledge.Riddleswhoseenunciationsisonnaturalfeatureare

shownintheexcerptsbelow

RIDDLE14

Riddler:Enweremumuakaato,oburunaotuanoghiyandiozoenweghiikeiruoru.Gini

kaobu?
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Riddlee:Ekwu

Riddler:Ihavethreechildrenifoneisabsenttwootherscannotwork.Whatisthat?

Riddlee:hearthstone(tripondstand)

RIDDLE15

Riddler;Nnamnwereotunwa,mgbeobulaogawaraijenwaahun’onweyaagawamao

kwusinewsahuakwusi.Ginan.a.obu?

Riddlee:onyinyommadu

Riddler:Myfatherhasacertainchild,wheneverheiswalkingthechildisalsowalking

andwhenhestopsthechildstops.Whatisit?

Riddlee:Humanshadow

Theaboveriddlesrequireonetomakeinferenceonthesimilarities.“enwere

umuakaato,oburunaotuanoghiya,ndiozoenweghiikeiruoru”(Ihavethreechildren,if

oneisabsent,twootherscannotwalk)who’sresponseishearthstonesrequiresoneto

makeinferencesonthesimilartiesbetweenthreechildrenandthatwhichappearsinthe

environmentwithsimilarfeatures.Thesameappliestotheriddle.In“Nnamnwereotu

nwa,mgbeobulaogawaraijenwaahun’onweyaagawamaokwusinwaahuakwusi”

(myfatherhasacertainchild,wheneverheiswalkingthechildisalsowalkingandwhen

hestopsthechildstops)whoseanswerisahumanshadow.Thehumanbeingislikened
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totheinseparabilityoftheshadowoftheobjectthatgivesbirthtoit.Hence,theresponse

tothisriddleisbasedoncloserelationship.

Inthesetworiddlescitedabove,inferentialreasoningisinvoked.Theimagery

usedinthetworiddlescanonlybedecipheredthroughinferenceshencedemandingthat

Igboriddlersshouldnotbelogicalbutalsoanalytical.Foronetocomeoutwiththe

acceptableresponsetoriddle,onemustbefamiliarwithmanyaspectsofrealitytoderive

theappropriateresponseoftheriddlefromit.Theimplicationofthisisthatonehasto

havebroaderknowledgeoftheimmediateenvironmentandcultureforonetobeableto

decodetheembeddedmeaningofimageryintheriddles

4.FINDINGSOFTHESTUDY

Thefindingsofthestudyrevealedthatanalogicalreasoningplaysacriticalrolein

decipheringthecorrectresponsetoIgboriddle.Allthedifferenttypesofriddlesand

responsesdemandcertaindegreeofanalogyandthatinvolveslogicalreasoningskills

whichassiststheriddleastheworkthroughpossibilitiesandprobabilitiesuntilthe

acceptableresponseisgottenforagivenriddle.Riddlingperformanceinvolveslogical

associationofobjectsandactionsratherthananassociationofthemesintheriddle

questionsandresponses

ThestudyfurtherrevealedthatIgboriddlesarecharacterizedbyfigurative

meaningandemployedbothperceptualandconceptualimagery.Theimagerypaintsthe

pictureofthesituationonthesametimeevokestheappropriateemotion.

Thestudy,furtherrevealedthatformetounderstandtheimageryemployedinthe

riddles,onemustbefamiliarwiththecultureandhavetheunderstandingofhowtheIgbo

peopledisguisemovement,shape,color,sizeandthewordsthemselveswhichformthe

responsestocertainriddles.
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AlsothestudyshowedthatIgboriddlesemployeddifferenttypesofimagerysuch

aspersonification,satire,parallelism,metaphoraswellassymbolism toveiltheir

meaningswhichenrichthehumanintellectandencouragethehiddensolution.

Finally,thestudyrevealedthatimageryinIgboriddlesdepictsdiversityofmeaning

andthereforeisnotsubjecttoasingleinterpretationsincethesameriddlesmaybe

interpreteddifferentlybydifferentscholarsandthereforetheanalysisofimageryinthis

studyisbasedontheIgbocultureandcontextsinwhichtheywereused.

5.CONCLUSION

Basedontheevidenceofthefindingsinthestudy,thefollowingconclusioncanbe

drawn:theman’spurposeoftheIgboriddlesisentertainment.However,apartfromthe

entertainmentthatriddlesgivetothepeople,theyalsoconstituteaformidablemoral,

cultural,andintellectualexerciseandareusedasamediumfordevelopingthepeople’s

reasoningpoweraswellasskillsindecisionmaking.

Moreso,riddlesempowerthepeoplewithanalogicalandinferentialReasoning

knowledgewhichservesasatoolforcreativethinking.

Inaddition,Igboriddlesareassociationofideas,objectsandactions,ratherthan

anassociationofthemesinthequestionsandresponsesandsinceriddleisanexercise

ontheassociationofideaswhicharederivedfrom observationmadeofnatureand

humanlife,itaffordsanopportunityforIgboriddlestobereinventedaswellaslearning

theIgboculture.Thediscussionsmadeinthisstudyconfirmthattheriddlesarenever

literalduetotheiruseofsymboliclanguage,andtheimageryintheriddlesisrevealedby

thematerialworldsurroundingthepeople.ImageryinIgboriddlespaintsthepictureof

thesituationandatthesametimeevokestheappropriateemotion.Themainfunctionof

imageryispictorial.
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