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Affinities in Word Formation among the Bodo Group Of Languages
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Abstract

This paper attempts to analyze the common features of linguistic structure found in the
languages of Bodo group of Northeast India. Properly this is a typological analysis which
shows some similarities in word formation as a whole. Also Tibeto-Burman group of languages
have formed a solid linguistic area throughout the states of Northeast India. This view point will
also be picturised in this analysis.
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Introduction: TB basic vocabulary is mostly monosyllabic in nature. It is articulated in a single
beat of pulse. More than one monosyllabic word (that is free morpheme in nature) may be
joined together as constituents to form a compound word. This agglutinating characteristic is a
normal phenomenon in the structure of TB word. An inflectional or derivational word may be
formed by adding prefix or suffix(es). Suffixes may be added one after another in a chain
system to denote different extended meaning(s). These are the common salient features as
occurred in word formation among the languages of Bodo group.

Formation of Kinship terminology: Boro kinship terminology is generally formed by two
morphological segments. One is personal pronoun and the other one is a noun. This is a
bound base in morphological nature. E.qg: bi-pha>bipna (his/her father), bi-ma>bima (his/her
mother), bi-da>bida (his/her brother), bimai>bimai (his/her maternal uncle), bi-
hao>bihao(his/her father in-low), bi-knunzw>bikhunzw (his/her mother in-law),
bi-bazwji>bibazwi (his/her sister in-low),
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bi-nan>binan>bibnan (brother or sister of one’s wife) etc. Here the first syllable
/bi/ (he/she) is a third personal pronoun and the second syllable is noun. When
the first personal pronoun is added before these nouns, it transforms the words as
like as- an-pha>apha (my father), an-da>ada (my brother), an-mai>amai (my
uncle), an-gwji>agwi(in case of unknown sister),an-na>>anad (in case of relative

sister), an-ma>ama (my mother/ ai)'. Likewise the second personal pronoun

/nwmn/ (you) is compounded with nouns to form different kinship terminology;
e.g: nwmn-pha>nwnpha(your father),nun-ma>nwmnma>nwma(your mother),
nwn-da>nwnda(your elder  brother),nun-phon>nwmnphon(your  younger
brother),nwyn-ha>>nwnhad(your father in-law),nwn-ni-nad>nwmnanad(your
sister), num-k"un-zw>nwnk"unzw (your mother in-law),nwm-

bazwi>nwnbazwi/numbazwi and so on. Now it is seen that most of the kinship

terminologies prevalent in Boro language is made up of two morphological

components, which has independent meaning of its own.

Garo kinship terminology is also made up of two morphological components.
They have retained a common process that comparable with other cognate

languages. For example : ana-pha>apha (my father), ana-ma>ama(my mother),

ana-da>ada (my elder brother), ana-nd>>and> (my younger sister) etc. In these

terminologies the first component is first personal pronoun and the second
component is noun; but bound base in morphological nature. The above kinship
terminologies denote terms of addresses. Terms of references may be constituted
with the addition of second (na“a- you) and third (bia-he/she) personal pronouns
to the specific morphological components having bound base of noun category.

For instances: na'a-pha>nan 'pha (your father), na'a-ma>nan 'ma (your mother),

! “ama” is not used by the Boro native speakers. Generally they use the term “ai” to denote the

meaning of mother. But the Garos have the use of term “ama” in case of mother.
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na‘a-da>nan’da (your brother), na'a-nd>nan nd (your elder sister), bi-p"a >bip"a

(his/her father), bia-ma>bima (his/ her mother), bia-da>bida (his/her brother),

bia.n>>bind (his/her younger sister) etc.

Dimasa kinship terminology is also similar to other cognate languages. Terms
of addresses are composed by adding first personal pronouns and the terms of
references also are compounded with the addition of second and third personal
pronouns. The process is mostly comparable to other Boro-Garo group of
languages of the North-east India. In Dimasa, first personal pronoun is added
with the particular morphological component to form kinship terminology of
terms of address category. Example: an-p"a>ap"a (my father/father), an-ma>ama
(my mother)?, an-bi>abi (my elder sister), an-gim=>agim (my brother in-law), an-
zu>azu (my grandfather), an-dai>adai (my grandmother). To build up kinship
terminologies under the category of terms of references, second and third
personal pronouns are added before the particular kind of meaningful segments.
Examples: nun-p"a>nunp"a/ninp”a (your father), nun-bi>nunbi/ninbi (your elder
sister), nun-da>nunda/ninda (your elder brother), bu-p"a>bup"a (his/her father),

bu-ma>buma (his/her mother), bu-suma>busuma (his/her mother in-law), bo-
ha>>hbohad/bahas(his/her father in-law),bd-da>bada/bada (his/her brother),b>-
p"lun>bop"un/bup™un  (his/her younger brother), bd-gimi>bagimi/bigimi
(his/her brother in-law), b>-bi>bobi/bibi (his/her elder sister), ba-zu>bazu/buzu
(his/her grandfather), b>-dai>bodai/badai (grandmother) and so on.

Kinship terminology used by the native speakers of the Borok language is

comparable to the structure of kinship terminology as prevailing in the languages
of Boro, Garo and Dimasa. In case of first person, the formation of kinship

2 In some regions /ama/ and /apha/ are replaced by two separate terminologies. These are: /amai /-
(mother) and /abai /-(father).
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terminology is composed of two morphological components. One is first personal
pronoun and the second segment is a bound base having identity of noun class.
Likewise in the second and the third person, the structure of terminology is also
similar as a whole. For examples: an (I)-ma (mother)>ama (my mother), an-pha
(father)>ap"a (my father), an-bachwi(sister in-law)>anbachuwi (my sister in-law),
an-chu (grandfather)>achu (my grandfather), an-chwi (grandmother)>achwi (my

grandmother), nwm (you)-ta(brother)>nwta (your elder brother), nwn-
pha>nwpha (your father), nm-ma>nwma (your mother), nwm-handk(elder

sister)>nahandk (your elder sister), nun-kumui(brother in-law)>nukumui (your

brother in-law), nwun-hamzwk (daughter in-law>nahamzwk (your daughter in-

law), bi(he/she)-ma>bima (his/her mother), bi-pha>bipha (his/her father), bi-
hanok (younger sister)>bahanak (his/her younger sister), bi-hamzwk (daughter

in-law)>bahamzwk (his/her daughter in-law), bi-ta(elder brother)>bata (his/her
elder brother).

Formation of Rabha kinship terminology is something different in comparison
to other cognate languages. In case of terms of references, personal pronoun is
not compounded with the kinship term. In lieu of this, a kind of morphological
component i.e. bound morpheme {-bra}is added to signify different type of
kinship terminologies. It proceeds or follows the terms of address. For examples:
dada is used to represent the meaning of elder brother. In case of reference, the
morphological component “bra” is added with this term; e.g. dada-bra>dadabra
(one’s elder brother). Thus a few terminologies are mentionable in this regard:
bibi (elder brother)-bra>bibra (one’s elder brother), mama (maternal uncle)-

bra>mamabra (one’s maternal uncle), p">zan (younger brother)-bra>p™>zonbra

(one’s younger brother), mom> (younger sister)-bra>m>mobra (one’s younger

sister), gimi (brother in-law)-bra>gimibra (one’s brother in-law), baba (father)-
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bra> bababra (one’s father), zuzu (grandfather)-bra>zuzubra (one’s grandfather),
budi/bidi (grandmother)-bra>budibra (one’s grandmother), buzi (elder sister in-

law)-bra>buzibra (one’s elder sister in-law).

Structure of words related to body parts: In Bodo group of languages, words
related to body parts of human being, animals, creatures and insects, fruits and
trees ect. are usually belong to noun class of words. These are formed by adding
affixes with the free morpheme or bound base. In Boro, words of body parts are
formed by two morphological units. In case of hand and leg, the phonemic prefix
{a-} is added with a morphological unit i.e bound base. For instance: {a-
k"ai}>ak"ai (hand), {a-t"in}>at"im (leg), {a-si}>asi (finger), {a-p"a}>ap"a (palm
of hand or leg), {a-dwi}>adwi (calf of leg), {a-gan}>agan (foot step) etc. In case

of eye, the consonantal phonemic prefix {m-} is connected with particular bound
bases, e.g: {md>-gan}>mangon>mengon (eye), md-sugur>musuglr (eyebrow)
etc. Thus, words related to head and its constituent parts are {k"-ra}>k"r>
(head), {k">-ga}>k"ga>k"uga (mouth), {k">-ran}>k™ran>k"uran (voice, news),
{k">-nai>k™nai> k"anai (hair), {k">-ma}>k">ma>k"ama/k"wma (ear) etc. Words
connected with stomach are: {u-dwji}>udwi (stomach), {u-t"u-mai}>ut"imai
(navel) etc. Breast and its inter-related words are also of two parts, e.g: {bi-
k'a}>bik"a (liver), {bi-bu}>bibu (intestine), {bi-k"lw}>bik"luy (gall), {bi-
t"wi}>bit"wi (thick blood) etc.

Dimasa structure is also akin to that of Boro structure. The word of body part is
composed of two morphological units. For examples, {yad-p"a}>yadp"a (the
palm of the of hand), {ya>-gada}>yadgada (right hand), {ya>-si}>yadsi (finger),
{yad-si-ma}>yadsima (the thumb), {yad-si-tam}>yadstam (a ring), {ya>-si-

gur}>yadsugur (the finger nail), {yad>-si-gu}>yadsugu {the knee}, {yaa-pha-
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khor}>yasp"ak™r (the hollow of the foot-palm) and so on. Here /yad/ is mono-
syllabic word means ‘hand’. Dimasa word /k"amad/ is used for ‘ear’ while
/K"wyma/ is also used for ‘ear’ in Boro. Thus /gun/ is used for ‘nose’ in Dimasa. It
is similar to Boro word /ganthan/. In case of eye, the mono-syllabic word /mu/ is

used while Boro use /megon/. In Dimasa, in case of other constituent and related
parts of eye, the compounded structure are like as-{mu-gur}>mugur (eyelids),
{mu-sran}>musran (eye brow), {mu-khan}>mukhan (face) etc. Here all of the

structures are composed of two mono-syllabic free morphemes having a meaning
of its. Stomach related word is {bu-bu}>bubu (intestine). /k"abad/ is a
compounded word having two mono-syllabic segments. Here “k"a” is a proto TB
root means ‘heart’. It has been originated in Boro and other cognate languages.
For example: Br. {bi-k"a}>bik"a, D. {k"a-ba>}>k"abad, Kb. {bw-k"a}>bwk"a,
Rb. {pi-k"a}>pik"a, G.{bi-k"a}>bik"a.

Rabha structure is also similar to other cognate languages. Here “nuken”/
/muken/ denotes meaning of ‘eye’ and /nu-k"an/ ~/mu-k"an/ is composed of two
morphological segments. It means ‘face’ while /nu-ken~mu-ken/ has also the
same structure. Hand and its constituent body parts are usually composed of two
morphological segments i.e /tasi/ means hand. {tasi-k"u}>tasik"u (finger of
hand),{tasi-tala}>tasitala (palm of the hand), {ta-t"en}>tat"en (leg).

Kokborok structure is also same in comparison to other cognate languages.
Examples: yak (hand), {yak-ra}> yakra (right hand), {yak-si}>yaksi (left hand),
{yak-sku}>yaksku (elbow), {yak-p"a}>yakp"a (palm of hand}, {yak-pai}>yakpai
(foot mark), {yak-si}>yasi (finger), {yak-un}>yakun (leg). Here the cited words
are composed of two different segments. Thus {bw-slai}>bwslai (tongue), {bw-

k'a}>bwk"a (liver), {bu-kun}>bukun (nose), {bu-k"uk}>buk"uk (mouth), {mw-
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k"an}>muwk"an (face) etc. are words of common structure. In these words, the

first segment is a prefix and the second one is a root word.

Garo structure of body parts is mostly similar to other cognate languages.
Words of body parts are composed two morphological segments. In some
structure, the first segment represents as prefix or sometimes it has a meaning of
its own. It may be clearly intelligible while it is agglutinated with other segments.
Some examples may be shown: {bi-}: {bi-k"a}>bik"a (heart/ liver), {bi-
bwk}>bibwk (intestine), {bi-gwl}>bigwl (skin). Here {bi-} is suffixed as
prefix. But in some cases, agglutinated morphological segments represent as

bound base or free morpheme. Here are some structures as example-{muwk-
K'an}>mukk"an (face),{mwk-ran}>muwkron (eye), {mwk-ksi}>muwksi (tear),

{muk-K"i}>muwkk"i (eye-excreta), {gin-thin}>ginthin (nose), {gun-re}>gunre
(mucus), {gin-K"i}>gink"i (dried mucus in the nostril) etc. Thus {zak} means
hand. If another morphological segment is added with this segment, it derives a
new structure of word having a new meaning. For example: zak-si>zaksi (finger),
zak-si-ma>zak-si-ma  (thumb finger), zak-asi>zakasi (left hand), zak-
sk"wyl>zaksk"wl (nail). On the other hand, some words of body parts are
articulated in a single beat of pulse i.e mono-syllabic in structure. May be

mentioned some words- sre (tongue), sk"u (head), k"ni(hair), gren (bone), k"i
(stool) etc.

Structure of noun words related to birds, animals and insects: The structure
of words used for denoting birds, animals and other insects are composed of two
different morphological segments. In all the cognates, words related to different
kinds of birds have two segments. In Boro, {dau} means bird/chicken; it is a free
morpheme and mono-syllabic in nature. To denote different kinds of birds,
another morphological segment is added with the word {dau}. For example:

{dau-sri}>dausri (martin), {dau-k"a}> dauk"a (crow), {dau-bo>}>daub> (a kind of
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heron), {dau-t"u}>daut"u (dove), {dau-gan}>daugan (feather of bird), {dau-
sa}>dausa (small bird/chicken), {dau-rai}>daurai (peacock), {dau-dwji}>daudwi
(egg), {dau-zw}>dauzw (hen), {dau-ma}>dauma (bird of bigger species), {dau-

zwla}>dauzla/daula (male bird) etc.

Thus Rabha has also the same structure. Example:{td} means bird/chicken. To
denote different kinds of bird, the word is used before it. Example: {to-
k'a}>tok™a (crow), {t>-k"ur)>tok"ur>tuk"ur (dove),{td>-ran}>toran (bat), {tok-

bau}>tokbau (owl),{t>-basar}>tobasar(wild bird),{t3-sen}>tdsen (egg) etc. But

some words denoting names of birds do not follow this system though basic
system is similar with other cognate languages.

Garo words of birds are also similar in structure. {d>'2} means bird in Garo. To
denote different names of bird, another segment is added with it, e.g: {d>'-
bak}>d>bak (bat), {dd-k"a}>d>k"a (crow), {dd'de}>d>'de (peacock),
(d>'k"ru)>d>k"ru (dove), {d>"-mesal}>d> mesal (wild bird), {d>-p"}>d>p™

(owl) etc.

Dimasa structure is comparable to other cognates. The word /dau/ is used for
bird, {dau-rak"al}>daurak"al represents bat, {dau-k"a}>dauk"a stands for crow,

{dau-di}>daudi is used for egg, {dau-bona}>daubona for heron etc.

Kokborok structure is also similar to other cognate languages. In Kokborok,

{tok} represents bird. To denote different kinds of birds, some specific
morphological units are added with this word. Example: {t>-k"a}>tok"a (crow),

t2-bak>tobak (bat), {tok- t"u}>tok-t"u (dove), {tok-ling}>toklin (kite), {tok-
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ma}>tokma (hen), {tok-sa}>toksa (chicken), {tok-la}>tokla (cock), {tok-

twi}>toktwi (egg of bird), {tok-huk}>tokhuk (owl) etc.

The words denoting name of some animals are composed of two segments. In
Boro, such type of composition is occurred frequently, e.g: {mw-sa}>muwsa
(tiger), {mu-swu}>mwswu (cow), {muw-k"ra}>mwk’ra (monkey), {mu-
p'ur}>mupur (bear), {muwji-sw}>muwisw (buffalo), {man-dab}> mandab
(squirrel),  {muw-p"wur>muwpwu, (Mw-srym}>mwsrwym  (@nt),  {mw-

dwi}>muwdwi (porcupine/ a kind of animal having thorn in its body).

In  Kokborok language, {mu-suk}>musuk (cow), {muw-k"ra}>muwk"ra

(monkey),{mw-sa}>muwsa (tiger), {mu-sui}>musui (deer), {man-dar}> mandar
(squirrel), {mi-sip}>misip (buffalo), etc. are used in case of different
animals.Here {m-} may be a prefix having phonemic representation.

Dimasa words of referring animals are also similar to other cognates. For
examples: {mu-su}>musu (cow), {mi-iun}>miun (elephant), {mi-sai}>misai

(deer), {mi-si}>misi (tiger) etc.
In Rabha, the structure of words relating to animals has a prefix. Example: {ma-
su}>masu (cow), {mi-si}>misi (buffalo), {ma-sa}>masa (tiger), {ma-da}>mada

(bear), {ma-kra}>makra (monkey), {ma-sok}>masdk (deer), {ma-t"a}>mat"a

(iguana), {ma-ba}>maba (horse) etc.
Garo structure is also akin to that of other cognates. The initial syllable begins
with consonantal phonemic prefix {m-}. Example: {mat-chu}>matchu (cow),

{mat-ma}>matma (buffalo), {mat-cha}>matcha (tiger), {mat-chok}>matchok

(deer), {ma-kre}>makre (monkey), {mat"-ram}>mat’ram (an otter), {men-

ka}>menko (cat), {mak"-buyl}>mak"buyl (bear) etc.
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In case of names of some small insects have similarities in structure. The
consonantal phonemic prefix is added in case of the name of ants i.e Br. {mw-
srym}>muwsruym (ant),G.{mw-sruym}>muwsruym (ant), Kb.{mi-
srum}>misurum (ant). But on the other hand, Rabha and Dimasa do not have this

kind of structure, e.g. Rb. {kan-ku}>kanku (ant), D.{kai-sin}> kaisin (ant). There
is also affinity in structure of word denoting fish and something like words, e.g.

Br. {na}-fish, G.{na'thjk)-fish, Rb. {na}-fish, D.{na}-fish, Kb. {a}-fish.

Structure of some adjectives: In cognate languages of the Bodo group,
sometimes adjectives are formed by prefixing to the verb root. More or less, there

iIs a common system among the languages. For examples,

Boro: {gw-z&}>gwza (red), {gw-zam}>gwzam (old), {gw-swm}> gwswm
(black), {gw-t"an}>gwtan (green), {gu-p"Gr}>gup™ir (white), {gu-si}>gust
(cold), {gu-din}>gudlin (hot), {gu-rGi}>gurdi (soft), {gu-blin}>gubln (thick),
{gu-phin}>guphin (stout/ fleshy), {gw-k"a}>gwk"a (bitter), {gw-dwi}>guwduyi

(sweet) {gw-kK"wi}>guk wi(sour), {gw-ban}>gwbdn (large/ more), {gi-
der}>geder (big), {gi-lir}>gilir (heavy), {ge-p"e}>gep”e (about to be liquid), {ge-
sén}>gesén (thin), {ge-bén}>gebén ( simple, straight), {ge-seb}>geseb (narrow),
{ge-seu}>geseu (decayed), {ge-zer}>gezer (middle), {ge-zén}>gezén (defeated)
etc.

Garo: {gwt-chak}>guwtchak (red), {gi-swm}>giswym, (black), {gi-pok}>gipok

(white), {guwt-sam}>gujtsam (old), {gwt-t"an}>guwt-t"an (unripe), {guyt-

al}>guwtal (new) etc.

Dimasa: Dimasa structure has two fold systems. To form the adjective, prefix is
added to the verb intransitive and on the other hand suffix is added to the verb
root. Example: {ga-k"a}>gak"a (bitter), {gi-di}>gidi (sweet), {gu-t"u}>gut"u
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(deep), {ga-zad}>gaza> (red), {ga-k'ran}>gak'ran (green), {gi-k"ri}>gik"ri
(sour), {gu-bum}>gubum (thick), {ga-t"an}>gat’an (unripe), {ga-nan}>ganan
(wealthy}, {gu-sum}>gusum (black), {gur-mu}>gurmu (yellow), {ga-
ban}>gaban (many, more), {gu-mun}>gumun (ripe), {ge-sep}>gesep (narrow),

{ga-sad}>gasad (decayed), {ga-zam}> gazam (old), {ga-bai}>gabai (broken),

{ga-lad}>galas( long), {gu-p"u}>gup”u(white) etc. Sometimes adjective is
formed by suffixing bound morphemes {-bi/-ba} with the verb root e.g. ham-
bi>hambi (good), lai-ba>laiba (easy), sun-ba>sunba (short), ham-bi>hambi
(well), gede-ba>gedeba (big/ large) etc.

Rabha: Rabha formation is to some extent different in comparison to other
cognates. Of course correspondences may be found with Dimasa. For example:
adjective may be formed by adding suffix {-kai} to the verb or verb intransitive;
e.g.{sara-kai}>sarkai (bright), {boka-kai}>bokkai (white), {saka-kai}>sakkai
(red), {aka-kai}>akkai (black), {nema-kai}>nemkai (good) {chunca-kai}>hunkai

(big), {roa-kai}>rokai (long), {khaa-kai}>khakai (bitter), {chua-kai}>chukai
(high), {k"ia-kai}>k"ikai (sour), {swma-kai}>swmkai (sweet), {prena-
kai}>prenkai (straight), {ria-kai}> rikai (heavy), {tunn-kai}>tunkai (warm/hot),
{pana-kai}>pankai (many/much), {raka-kai}>rakkai (hard), {raia-kai}>raikai
(soft), {zana-kai}>zankai (far), {t"a-kai}>t"kai (tasty) etc. In some cases, the

prefix {pi-} is used to the verb intransitive; e.g. {pi-dan}>pidan (new).

Kokborok: Formation of adjective is a derivative process in this language.
Different kinds of prefixes are added to the verb intransitive or sometimes to the
verb. For example:{ka-sam}>kasam(black),{ka-han}>kahan (fresh), {ka-
ham}>kaham(well/good),{ku-mun}>kumun(ripe),{ka-lak}>kalak(long),{ka-
sak}>kasak(rotten),{ku-phur}>kuphur(white),{ku-thuk}>kuthuk(deep),{ku-

uar}>kuar(broad),{kw-chak}>kuwchak(red), {kw-k"a}>kwk"a(bitter), {kw-
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than}>kwt"an(living/alive), {kw-twi}> kuytwi(sweet),{kw-

ban } >kwban(much/more/ many),{ku,|-thar}> kut"ar(sacred/holy), {kw-
cham}>kuwcham(old/ancient),{kw-k"wi}> kuwk"wi(sour),{ku-
buk}>kubuk(sharp),{ku-p"un}>kup"un (healthy/fleshy),{kuw-
ran}>kwran(dry),{kwrak}>kwrak(hard),{kw-run}>kwrwn(wise), {ke-

pler}>kep"er(flat), {ke-ram}>keram/karam (weak/lean), {ke-sen}>kesen(thin),
{ke-ler}>keler(slow), {ke-sep}>kesep (narrow) etc. Here the first segment is the
prefix and the second segment is a verb intransitive. To form an adjective, the
suffix {-zak} is added to the verb root. Example: vr. rug (boil)-{-zak}>rugzak
(which one is already boiled), vr. nug-{-zak}>nugzak (seen) etc.

Formation of compound noun: Generally, in cognate languages of the Boro,
compound noun is formed by addition of two noun class of words or sometimes
noun class of bound bases. This process may be called compoundization; because
more than one noun class of words should be agglutinated while it is formed.

In Boro, this is an usual process which is used to form a compound noun; e.g.
megon (eye)+k"i  (stool)>mik"i>mwik"i (eye-excreta), megon (eye)+dwi
(water)>mwduwi (tear), dau (bird)+gan (feather)>daugan (feather of bird), dau
(bird)+zwla (cock)>daula (cock), k"uga (mouth)+dwi (water)>k"udwi (saliva),
nd (house)+ma (mother/ big)>naoma (main house of a family), t"ai (fruit)+zwu
(high)>t"aizwu (mango), t"ai(fruit)+k"a (a kind of a particular fruit)>t"aik"a ( a
kind of fruit), t"ai (fruit) + lir (heavy)>t"alir (banana) etc. Sometimes, a

compound noun is formed with the combination of two words where a noun is

combined with a verb, e.g. ha (earth, soil)+sib (sweep)>hasib (broom), dau
(cock)+dwi (lay egg) etc. Besides this, verb + noun structure is also used to

form a noun class of word, e.g. gwlwym (to sweat)+dwi (water)>gwluymdwi
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(sweat), hasu (to pass urine)+dwi (water)>hasudwi (urine), muzu (to spit)+dwi

(water)>muzuduwi (spit) etc.

In Rabha and other cognates, the same structure is required to be adopted in a
compoundization of noun class of word, e.g. Rabha: to (bird)+maba

(male)>tomaba (cock), to (bird)+mazu (female/ he bird)>tomazu (hen/ she bird)

etc. Some nouns are formed by oblique process while nouns are agglutinated
together. For example: nuken (eye)+chika (water)>nukchi (tear), nuken (eye)+zi

(stool)>nukzi (eye-excreta), bar (fire)+dam (place)> bardam (fire place), nok
(house)+dam (place)>nokdam (plot of land where house is constructed), mai

(paddy)+zam (granary)>maizam (granary), mai (paddy)+dop (bundle)>maidop
(bundle of paddy) etc.

Dimasa has also the same structure. For example: mai (paddy)+k™ (a place for

preservation)>maik™ (granary), mai (paddy)+p"an (plant)> maip"an (paddy
plant), t"ai (fruit)+lu (necklace)>t"ailu (banana), mai (rice/paddy)+di
(water)>maidi (rice starch), mu (eye)+gur (skin)>mugur (eye lids) etc.
Sometimes noun class of words are formed with the combination of verb and
noun; e.g. gulum (to sweat)+di (water)>gulumdi (sweat), reb (to write)+t"ai

(fruit/result)>rebt"ai (writing) etc. Noun + verb >structure has also been used in

Dimasa; e.g. n2 (house)+sib (to sweep)> nasib (broom) etc.

In Kokborok, compound nouns are also formed by the similar process. For

example: ha (soil, earth)+chwk (to be high)>hachwk (hill or high land), ha (soil,
earth)+k™r (hole)>hak™r (hole), nok (house)+t"ai (place)>nokt"ai (residence),

mai (rice)+twi (water)>maitwi (rice gruel), tok (bird)+tui (lay egg)>toktui (egg)

etc.
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Garo structure is also similar to other cognates, e.g. nd (house)+ma ( mother/
big)>noma (the main house), nd (house)+sa (child/ small)>nasa (small house),
dwi (water)+ma (mother/ big)>dwima (the great river / big river), mwkran (eye)

+k"i (stool)>mLukkhi (eye excreta), mwkron (eye)+chi (water)>muwkchi (tear)

etc.

Conclusion: The study of cognate languages of the Bodo group is very
interesting. The present study reveals a wide range of linguistic similarities in
vocabulary and its structural features. Here analysis has been done from a
structural point of view. Required materials for the study have been gathered
from various sources. Some of them are primary sources where informants are
active bearer in the respective fields. Secondary data have also been collected
from published and any kinds of printing documents. Now the analysis may be

summarized as follows:

1. Inall cognate languages, structurally the basic vocabulary is monosyllabic
in nature and more than two monosyllabic segments are agglutinated

together to form a word having different meaning and class.

2. Compound nouns are made of with the compoundization of more than

two nouns or sometimes verb+noun or noun+verb combination.

3. Prefixation and suffixation is required to form a word of different

meanings.

4. In most of the cognates, kinship terminologies are formed with the
addition of personal pronoun+noun class of bound base. It is formed by
the system of contraction. In Boro, e.g. an-da>ada (my brother), an-

mai>amai (my uncle), an-gwi>agwi (in case of unknown sister), an-

nad>>anad (in case of relative sister) etc. Likewise in Garo; e.g. ana-
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p'a>apha (my father), ana-ma>ama (my mother), ana-da>ada (my elder
brother) etc. Dimasa and Kokborok structure follows the similar system.
But, Rabha structure is something different in comparison to other
cognate languages. In case of terms of references, personal pronoun is not
compounded with the Kinship term. In lieu of this, a kind of
morphological component i.e. bound morpheme “bra” is added to signify
different type of kinship terminologies. It proceeds or follows the terms of
address; e.g. dada is used to represent the meaning of elder brother. In
case of reference, the morphological component bra is added with this
term; e.g. dada-bra>dadabra (one’s elder brother). Thus a few
terminologies are mentionable in this regard: bibi (elder brother)-

bra>bibra (one’s elder brother), mama (maternal uncle)-bra>mamabra

(one’s maternal uncle), p™zon (younger brother)-bra>p™zonbra (one’s

younger brother), momd (younger sister)-bra>m>mbdbra (one’s younger

sister) etc.

Usually in all cognates, adjectives are derived from verb root with the
addition of prefixes. Examples may be cited from Boro: {gu-
p"ar}>gup™ir (white), {gu-st}>gust (cold), {gu-din}>gudin (hot), {gu-
rai}>gurdi (soft), {gu-bin}>gubln (thick), {gu-phin}>guphin (stout/

fleshy) {gw-k"a}>gwk"a (bitter), {gw-dwi}>gwdwi (sweet), {gw-

K'wi}>guk"wi (sour), {gu-ban}>guban (large/ more), {gi-der}>geder
(big), {gi-lir}>gilir (heavy), {ge-p"e}>gep"e (about to be liquid), {ge-
sén}>gesén (thin), {ge-bén}>gebén (simple, straight), {ge-seb}>geseb
(narrow), {ge-seu}>geseu (decayed) etc. Sometimes adjectives are also
made by suffixation, e.g. in Boro, Vb. p"ur-geu>p"urgeu (faded), Vb. za-
ran >zaran (reddish) etc. Suffixation of the morphological segment after
the verb root is a nominal class of bound base. This system is similar to
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Garo; e.g. {gi-pok}>gipok (white), {gwt-sam}>guwtsam (old), {gut-
t"an}>gut-t"an (unripe), {gwt-al}>gwtal (new) etc. Dimasa system is

also similar; e.g. {ge-sep}>gesep (narrow), {ga-sad}>gasad (decayed),

{ga-zam}>gazam (old), {ga-bai}>gabai (broken). Also, affinities are

found in case of Rabha and Kokborok languages.
Abbreviations:
Br. —-Boro
G.-Garo
D.-Dimasa
Kb.-Kokborok
Rb.-Rabha
Vb.-Verb
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