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Abstract

In this paper, we discuss the historical and the theoretical backgrounds of Visishtaadvaita,

the Vedanta school, which is the underlying philosophy behind Annamayya’s Sankeertanas.

In the first section, we discuss the Visishtaadvaita from historical perspective. In the
process, we touch upon several schools of thoughts, religions that existed before Visishtaadvaita,
namely, the Vedic religion, Buddhism, Jainism, Shaivism, Vaishnavism, and Advaita. We also
discuss how each of these had to pave way for its successor, and finally the need for

Visishtaadvaita.

In the second section, we discuss the movement, Bhakti the rise of Azhvars, who were the
great propagators of Visishtaadvaita, and the aachaaryas, who were the proponents of
Visishtaadvaita.

Issues discussed in this paper are helpful to understand Annamayya’s Sankeertanas in a

better way as they embrace exude the philosophy of Visishtaadvaita throughout.
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