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‘Becausé Li nguistics: A Sociolinguist
Uses of the Novel ‘Because Preposi
Pakistani, Contexts

Insiya Bhalloo. B.A, Coop Specialist in Psycholinguistics

Traditional Uses of tHnglishPreposition ‘' Because’
Traditional |y, istusedkas avapmjuhctidinbineocdar tiogoin lauses, phrases,
utterances or even, complete sentef@dstman, & Fogarty, 2013)Vhen conventionally applied
as a conjunction in the £e@l cah bangsage, nt lo
following manners:
1. The word fAibecaused may be used as a subor
dependent (subordinate) claysghitman, & Fogarty, 2013)
a. For example: | want to become a speeelanguage pathologistbecause my
cousin has a specifitanguage impediment (SLI)
In this sentence, the main clause is before the subordinate clause, which is introduced by
t he wor d (Linduisttauna,2@lD).
Or
b. For example: Because myousinhasa specificlanguageimpairment (SLI), |
want to become a speectanguage pathologist.
In this sentence, the main clads#ows the subordinate clausghich is introduced by
t he wor d (Libdrnean,2012) e 0
2. The word Abecaused may be urdoendroducea h t he p
prepositioral phrase, thereby forming a compound preposifiwhitman, & Fogarty,
2013)
a. For example: | want to become a speeelanguage pathologist because of my

own childhood experiences.
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In this sentence, the main clause is beforgtkpositional phrase, which is introduced
by t he wo rtaf(Libbrrean,20l8)e 0
Or
b. For example: Because of my own childhood experiences, | want to become a
speechlanguage pathologist.
In this sentence, the main clause follows the prepositmalse, which is introduced by the
wor d i bteo€(languselLaura, 2012)

Novel Application of the ' Prepositional Becau

the Same Morpheme Form as the Traditional ‘Be

The applicéion of thefiprepositioml

4 BecuseAtlantlc Canada b e ¢ a,uather than theonjunction

v 7 ¢ Abecauseo was used, al be
the 190006s, as evident b
Canada AdLinguist Laura, 2012)The

unigueuse ofthefiprepositionab e ¢ a,u s e 0

ot herwi se known as tthigtrodide eaccaslisgaistic-categories 6 f o
became frequent during the year of 2013, as reflected by the American Bialecti et y 6 s
2d4"Annual Words of the Year vote, @Ben the
Word of the YeafZimmer, & Metclaf, 2014)The new, contemporary use of the word
A bec aus e moshcansmordydoemroducelmrenoun, whether proper, common
or abstract nouns, s Candddbecausd ine {@arbér,sent ence
2013.

Useof Because

The word fAbecauseo malgngeanbus phragetat dosia contdino i ntr

A

\

(

determiners or adjectives modifying the barenaun,c h as compl et e sentence

you |l ove Canada for many reasbtnmnsmohutbedandt <
utterly obvious; give narber,208)i glhhe mwoasomdbd,e cfaw

also be used in various contexts, however, and is not limited to only being followed by nouns,

Language in Indiawww.languageinindia.cot8SN 1930294018:3 March 2018
Insiya Bhalloo. B.A, Ceop Specialist in B&holinguistics
060Becauseb6 Linguistics: A Sociolinguistic Anal

Prepositiond in Canadi an, as opposed to Pakis
<170-185>



http://www.languageinindia.com/

albeit if that particular application @mmon(McCulloch, n.d.) Hence, thevordi b ecaus e o, i

its prepositionalike usage, may be followed lmpimerous parts of speeahd linguistic

categoriesuch asdjectivey Ifdetest tarantulasecause u r rinjegertions ftrlan 6t bel i ev
theskickll et doesndt shecauseowh oddverbdfidRe@lsatnes t o wat ch

Dj okovi cds t e batauseicoprionsky, becansecongidently,becausebor avel y 0)

and verbs(i My f r i e n ds bdrtauseew it rhmei(Ziogner)® Metclaf, 204).

Examples of the *‘Prepositional Because’ in Co

1. A The hashtag was so popular that it compl
off, because#Twitter, you know?Linguist Laura, 2012p

2. iLoui si ana GOP Bi $cbobl Valither®egagseMuslimnsn d o n
(Whitman, & Fogarty, 2013) 0

3. International gifted womerDeveloping a critical human resour¢8eptember 1996)
AAN African woman described her people as highly valuing education as the only
passage to success. But motivation alone does not assure sBaEasse
circumstance¢ Mc Cul | och, n. d. ) . 0

4. Gawk &ierce AsianKidki p Dubs BeyoncfléWeatnGa unt d own
SnuggieBecauseOf CoursgLiberman 2012)o

5. The Onion'AV Club: A éproducers have dispiritedly
developing a TLC reality show about former baseball star Pete Ras®yse

whatever(McCulloch,n.d.). 0

‘“Prepositional Because’: A Sociolinguistic St
The unique use of the fAprepositional because

form, to introduce various linguistic categories, became frequent during the year of 2013, as

relect ed by the American Dialect Societybés 24t h

Abecaused was voted a(ADSt20k) A2 dlibdistivéstudéntatf t he Y

University of Toronto, | seek to analyee social factors that cause certain demographics to

apply the word 'because' as a prepositipthe researcheasked, viaa survey analysisyhether
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the participants, both young and old as well as of differing economic and geographical
backgrounds,dund the following test sentences (as indicated below) to be grammatical or likely
to be used in daily conversation

A. Research Questions

1. Donate to the Canadian Red CrbssauseBotswana Tweet
#BecauseHumanLivesMattdrecauseseriously stop reading tlsiand volunteer,
becauseaeasons.

2. Genderbased discriminatioaxistsbecausepatriarchy Malala Yousafzai caneradicatet
becauseMalala Yousé#zai.

3. Democracy is the best polidyecauseneed.

4. Join World Wildlife Fund (WWFpecausepandashecauseobviously,becauseYOLO.

B. Research Predictions

Hypothesis A:l believe that the research participaintsheearly tomiddleadulthood (21 41

years) grou@ndthelate adulthood group (4262 years)will have the same amount of
responding towards usi ng AfAdadychidhsoetoadolescench i | e i
(O- 20 years) groupvill respond at a significantly aneased rate, compared to the nider age

categories

Hypothesis B:I believethat the research participants in the middle class,(®@ $ 81,000)

ard upperclass ($ 2,000- $ 122,000) groupings will have the same rate of responding towards
using fibecause X0, whil e -$d4d@000)gralpvallrespaiana t he w
significantly increased rate, compared to the relatively wealthier g(bugpmva, 2011)

Hypothesis C:I believe that the research participants currently dwelling in Canada will have an
increased rate of respondi e ctaausa®rods wihsil reg i tnhd
currently residing in Pakistan will respond at a significantly decreased rate, compared to the

relativelymore Westermgroups.

ii. Methods

a. Participants
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In total, | interviewedand received survey responses fi@&research participant$here
were three variables that were tested, namely,aageage income levahd country of
residence

A. Age Variable

| grouped theesearch participanisto 20-year groupings, namelg. Early Childhood to
Adolescence (R0 years)b. Early toMiddle adulthood21i 41years)c.the Late
Adulthood stages (4262 years) of the lifespaar d. Other.

B. Income/Financial Status (SES)

| grouped the research participants into one of the three main and most coroame
groupings which are equally distributed alo8gt0,000 intervals, namelg. Working Class
($0- $ 40,000)b. Middle Class ($41,000% 81,000) c. Upper Gass ($ 82000- $ 122,000)or
d. Other(lvanova, 2011)

C. Country of Current Residence

| grouped the research participants iote of two groups, with the same ethnicity, namely
Pakistani, but with a different country adrrent residence, eitharCanadab. Pakistaror c.
Other

b. Materials section

Test Questions:

1. Donate to the Canaalh Red CrosbecauseBotswana. Tweet
#BecauseHumanLivesMattdrecauseseriously stop reading this and volunteer,
becauseaeasons.

2. Gendefbased discrimination exiskecausepatriarchy. Malala Yousafzai can eradicate it
becauseMalala Yousafzai.

3. Democracy is the best polidyecauseneed.

4. Join World Wildlife Fund (WWFhecausepandasbecauseobviously,becauseYOLO.

c. Procedure sectionThe eyperiment was conducted by firgteating an online
guestionnairen the websit&urveyMonkey,in a multiple-choice and comment format,

as indicated by the linfhttps://www.surveymonkey.com/s/INTV35M18@, the researcher,
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then sent the link to 100 contacts on WhatsApp as well as inserted thepoililiek in

my status on WhatsApp. Moreover, the researcher also emailed the link to 15 individuals
between the ages of 42, thereby ensuring the presenfan older demographic as

well, whodo nottend to use Facebook as frequently as comparatively youregabers.
Additionally, the researchgosted the Survelylonkey poll onFacebook, so that

potential research participants could easily ss¢he swey. In total, responses from 62
individuals were accumulated, by using a variety of means such as sociakitexia

emaik and textingapplications

iii . Results
A. Age (n 20-year groupings):
Appl i cat i on |EarlyChildhood - Early to Late Other:
X" Adolescence: Middle Adulthood:

0- 20 years Adulthood: 42- 62

21- 41 years | years
Yes: 65.22% 21.75% 13.04% 0%
No: 34.78% 78.25% 86.96% 0%

B. Income Level/ Status: (in$ 40,000 increment categories)
Application Working Class: | Middle Class: Upper Class: | High Other:
of “bec$0-$40,000 |$41,000$81,000{ $82,0000 % | Society:
X7 122, 000 $123, 000
and above
Yes: 33.48% 28.08% 26.09% 14.35% | 0%
No: 66.52% 71.92% 73.91% 85.65% 0%
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C. Country of Current Residence:
Application Pakistan: Canada: Other:
X"
Yes: 17.39% 74.26% 8.35%
No: 82.61% 25.74% 91.65%

iv. Discussion

Hypothesis A

T he r e s predictior) regardisg the fact that the Early Childheddiolescence (O
20 years old) group will have a significantly greatea t e olfe casiiseg X, was <cor
Moreover, the EariyMiddle Adulthood (21- 41 years old) group and the Late Adulthoodi(42
62 years old) age category had relatively sim
the same rate as | hadginally predictedBy anal yzi ng the Pew Researc
Project Library Survey, it is evident thaktyoungest grouggedO - 20 years old, may be more
l'i kely to use t heduditpthesr maeased intesnetadage bestimpasurase 0
well as increaseftequency of possessirand using Facebook and Twitter personal accounts,
which are soci al media tool s t lfPewReseareh af f i | i a
Centre, 2014)

Likewise, due to a comparatively reducedjfrency and intensity of internet usage
amongst ol der demographic groups, the preposi
less common, especially as it is not used in daily conversation, but rather incorporated within
weblog posts, Facebook &iaes and Twitter tweets. Furthermore, younger demographics,
particularly those who are in the prime of their youth, may tend to follow social fads, such as the
use of t hdrendib@deraaiassert themselves as membepopular adolescent

groups. Due to the notion of peer pressuwhichincreasingly influences adolescentlso are
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trying to develop a positive sealientity, the youth argarticularly vulnerable and hence, may
rapidly adopt social trends that are promoted by the social medigjer to fit in with their

social groups.

Hypothesis B

The r es pradictiorthatindidduals in the working class (38 40,000) group
will respond at a significantly increased rate, compared to the relatively wealthier groups, was
incorrect, alag withthe prediction that research participants in the middle class ($41$000
81,000) and upper class ($ 82,600122,000) groupings will have a relatively lower rate of
respondi ng t owar (dvanova,201hAccoriibhgaatize wrdiresocklmguistics
survey, individuals have a similar rate of wus
mean response rate of 29.21%), regardless of ®mtnomic satus(SES); the only exception,
however, was individuals belonging to the Upg&ociety income group, which has a
considerably loweusage rate of 14.35%. Thereasonwhy e 6 s aver age i ncome n
strong indicator of the use of fAbecause X0 wo
media sites, a resource that is neasily accessible for all demographics, particularly due to the
eonomically feasibilityand ease of access to¥iand computer facilities; since North
Americans typically own 2.1 electronics per individual, the frequency of exposure to social
media sits is widespread across all demograpfi=sw Research Centre, 201Burthermore,
individuals from upper class and high society groups may use socially popular language
terminol ogy, such as,inbrbeeto dttpinm pegularsyiartd ididitnfeon b e ¢ a u

middle-classclientele.

Due to the interaction of individuals from various backgrounds on social media sites,
where there is considerably less social stratification and differentiation compared to the real
world, language trends, particulanggarding the new application of an already existing word,
may spread between income groups, rather than becoming stagnant within one social category.
The researcherd6s hypothesis, however, - hat re
81,000)and upper class ($ 82,008 122,000) groupings will have the same rate of responding,
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towards usi ng 0 b ¢hamuas20l)l Rarhapswhasdingustcrpattereis due to
the concept of linguistimferiority, by which individuals belongmto the middleclass income
category strive to adopt the valumsd mannerisms of the elite class, in order to attain social
mobility and increase their affluence.

Hypothesis C

The resear cher O0Pakishagresearch gasidipants cunrently dwehireg in
Canada wi I | have an increased rate of respond
correct; moreover, the prediction thilae Pakistatborn individualscurrently residing in Pakistan
will respond at aignificantly decreased rate, is also correct. While most research participants
dwellinginCanadanay si gni f i csaentXdy ours et hada bapiracuateaitis me di a
astonishing that individuals currently residing in Pakistan do not respond at the similar rate,
particularly as the contemporary world is a global village that is interconnected via electronic ties
and asa resultjndividualsliving in contemporary societyay be exposed to the values and
behavioural tendencies of multiple cultures. It is probable, however, that individuals, dwelling in
Pakistan who study at private, English medium sclssatndeavour to display their affluence
and mastery of the English language, compared to their pderstudy at public schosWwhere
one learns English as a second language course.

By demonstrating masteoyf t he f St asuchagthe Sandayd Garsadian ,
English (SCEplong with its pescriptive rules, individuals residing in natistates such as
Pakistanwhere English is not the official language, may seek to assert their social status in front
of peers. Therefore, hysing social markers of affluence, such as language, as welfaning
from using newer applications & and eatdryi eixn g
traditional versions of the language, that were used during colonial tmdesduals may strive
to differentiate themselves on the social hierarésya result, the increased usage of the
Aprepositional becausedo by individuals residi
due to oneds faurd) i bulk ar adpdsiFento apartcylas environment

(nurturg along withthereinforcing social norms present.
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Survey Screenshots

Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NTV35H6
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SurveyMonkey

Upgrade for more powerful surveys: Get more answers and turn them into results. Upgrade -

ﬁ > Linguistics Fieldwork Survery: Be... Summary | Design Survey = Collect Responses  Analyze Results

Last saved 1 minute age | E% Preview & Test & Print

» BUILDER > PAGE 1 Page Logic ~ | More Actions ~

» QUESTION BANK >} + Add Logo

Linguistics Fieldwork Survery: Because Sociolinguistics

» LOGIC

(2]
v OPTIONS Y Sociolinguistics Survey: Analysing the application of the Prepositional Because

Survey Titla Dear Research Participant, the unigue use of the “prepositional because”, othenwise known as the “because + noun’ form, to

Exit Link introduce various linguistic categories, became frequent during the year of 2013, as reflected by the American Dialect Society’s
24th Annual Words of the Year vote, when the word “because” was voted as the 2013 Word of the Year As a linguistics student
at University of Toronto, | seek to analyse the social factors that cause certain demographics to apply the the word because as a
Page Titles preposition. | appreciate your participation; thank youl

Progress Bar

1. Do you consider the following sentence to be grammatical? Have you ever used or would consider using similar
sentences? Donate to the Canadian Red Cross because Botswana. Tweet #BecauseHumanLivesMatter, because
seriously, stop reading this and volunteer, because reasons.

» BUILDER

» QUESTION BANK -
':,:.‘ Yes, | have, or. would consider using similar sentences

» LOGIC ~
'/ No. have not, or. would not consider using similar sentences

¥ OPTIONS Other (please justify your reasoning)

Survey Title

Exit Link

il 2. Do you consider the following sentence to be grammatical? Have you ever used or would consider using similar

Page Titles sentences? Gender-based discrimination exists b patriarchy. Malala Y¢ fzai can eradicate it b Malala
Yousafzai.

Page Numbers

'/ Yes, | have, or, would consider using similar sentences.
Question Numbers N

) No, have not, or, would not consider using similar sentences

Required Asterisks

Other (please justify your reasoning)
Footer

i
3. Do you consider the following sentence to be grammatical? Have you ever used or would consider using similar
sentences? Democracy is the best policy, because need.
'::;‘ Yes, | have, or, would consider using similar sentences.

. No, have not, or. would not consider using similar sentences

Other (please justify your reasoning)

¥ OPTIONS

LIl survey Title

Exit Link . i . . . -
— 4. Do you consider the following sentence to be grammatical? Have you ever used or would consider using similar

Progress Bar sentences? Join World Wildlife Fund (WWF) because pandas, because obviously, because YOLO.

Page Titles . Yes, | have, or, would consider using similar sentences.

Page Numbers ') No. have not, or, would not consider using similar sentences

Question Numbers Other (please justify your reasoning)

Required Asterisks

Footer

Language English 5 5. Is your ethnicity, or cultural background, Pakistani?
'::;‘ Yes, my ethnicity is Pakistani

) No_my ethnicity is not Pakistani

Other (please state your ethnicity/cultural background)

eedback!

-eedback!

Feedback!

Get Staried
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6. What is your gender?
'/\::‘ Female
O Maie

() Other (please specify)

¥ OPTIONS

LIl survey Title

7. What is your current county of residence?

Exit Link 'C)‘ Canada

) )
Progress Bar ) Pakistan

Page Titles ) () Other (please specify)

Page Numbers

Question Numbers

8. Which of the following age categories do you find is most applicable to yourself?

Required Asterisks

)
) 0-20 years of age.
Footer Upgrade: - ¥ 9

O 2141 years of age.
Language English > N
'/\,,\" 42-62 years of age.

'C:‘ Other (please state an 20-year age grouping )

9. What is your approximate average household income?
() 50-540,000

() 541,000-581,000

'C:‘ $82.000-$122,000

() Other (please state a 40-year income grouping)

Survey Title

Exit Link

Done
Progress Bar

Page Titles

Page Numbers
0 Powered by SurveyMonkey
Check out our sample surveys and create your own now!

Question Numbers

Reauired Asterisks

Screenshots oBample Survey Responses

1. Facebook Status Post:
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= Studied Psycholinguistics Specialist Co-op at
University of Toronto Scarborough Hello, | would really appreciate if everyone could kindly complete this survey,

as | require it for my socio-linguistics class
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+ Save as...
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PAGE 1: Sociolinguistics Survey: Analysing the ication of the Prepositi Because

Q1: Do you consider the following to be ical? Have you ever used or would
consider using similar sentences? Donate to the Canadian Red Cross because Botswana. Tweet
#BecauseHumanLivesMatter, because seriously, stop reading this and volunteer, because reasons.

No, have not, or, would not consider using similar sentences

02: Do you consider the followi to be ical? Have you ever used or would
consider using similar 2 Gender-based di exists because patriarchy. Malala
Yousafzai can eradicate it because Malala Yousafzai.

‘Yes, | have, or, would consider using similar sentences.

Q3: Do you consider the foll o be I? Have you ever used or would
consider using similar sentences? Democlaw is the best policy, because need.

Yes, | have, or, would consider using similar sentences.

Q4: Do you consider the foll I? Have you ever used or would
consider using similar senlances’-‘ Join World Wildlife Fund (WWF) because pandas, because
obviously, because YOLO.

Yes, | have, or, would consider using similar sentences.
Q5: Is your ethnicity, or cultural background, Pakistani?
‘Yes, my ethnicity is Pakistani.
Q6: What is your gender?
Female
Q7: What is your current county of residence?
Canada
Q8: Which of the following age categories do you find is most applicable to yourself?
0-20 years of age
Q9: What is your approximate average household income?

$0-540,000
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1: Do you consider the followil to be I? Have you ever used or would
consider using similar senlences7 Donate to the Canadian Red Cross because Botswana. Tweet
#BecauseHumanLivesMatter, because seriously, stop reading this and volunteer, because reasons.
No shared data
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consider using similar sentences? Demm:lacy is the best policy, because need. S
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4: Do you consider the foll I? Have you ever used or would

consider using similar senlences7 Join World Wlldllfe Fund (WWF) because pandas, because
obviously, because YOLO.

No, have not, or, would not consider using similar sentences

Q5: Is your ethnici

, or cultural background, Pakistani?
‘Yes, my ethnicity is Pakistani.

Q6: What is your gender?
Female

Q7: What is your current county of residence?
Canada

Q18: Which of the following age categories do you find is most applicable to yourself?
0-20 years of age

Q9: What is your approximate average household income?

$82,000-5122,000
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» EXPORTS Q PAGE 1: Sociolinguistics Survey: Analysing the application of the Prepositional Because

followi to be ical? Have you ever used or would

Q1: Do you consider the
consider using similar senlances’-‘ Donate to the Canadian Red Cross because Botswana. Tweet
#BecauseHumanLivesMatter, because seriously, stop reading this and volunteer, because reasons.

Yes, | have, or, would consider using similar sentences.

P—— Q2: Do you consider the ing to be ical? Have you ever used or would
consider using similar ? Gender-based discrimination exists because patriarchy. Malala
Yousafzai can eradicate it because Malala Yousafzai. B
=
‘Yes, | have, or, would consider using similar sentences. §
Q
Q3: Do you consider the followi to be ical? Have you ever used or would
consider using similar sentences? Democracy is the best policy, because need. 5
8
No, have not, or, would not consider using similar sentences. E
Q4: Do you consider the i ical? Have you ever used or would o
consider using similar sentences? Join World Wlldllfe Fund [WWF) because pandas, because
obviously, because YOLO.
No, have not, or, would not consider using similar sentences
Q5: Is your ethnicity, or cultural background, Pakistani?
No, my ethnicity is not Pakistani.
Other (please state your Indian
ethnicity/cultural background)
Q6: What is your gender?
Male
Q7: What is your current county of residence?
Canada
Q8: Which of the following age categories do you find is most applicable to yourself? g
21-41 years of age D
4]
Q9: What is your approximate average household income? ¥
2
50-540,000 §
[y
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