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The varying part of women has been one of the tangible issues in African ladies’ fiction. This 

paper explores the manner by which Emecheta turns into the voice of the stifled and the oppressed in 

her novels. The paper reasons that Emecheta’s female characters demonstrate an expanding 

comprehension of the basically self-assertive nature of gender roles, as they look to understand their 

potential as individuals and as women.  The female was impeded by the reality of her gender, her 

part restricted to family life, and barred from more elevated interests, for instance, education. These 

impacts kept on frequenting women. In male centric culture gender construction uncovers that 

maleness is socially regarded and femaleness is in subordination or in bondage. The difference 

between a man and a woman is because of biological difference. A woman is constantly 

comprehended in connection to man. Simone de Beavoir in her The Second Sex composes: 

 

Woman is defined and differentiated with reference to man and not he with reference 

to her; she is the incidental, the inessential as opposed to the essential. He is the 

Subject, he is the Absolute ― she is the other. (Beauvoir)  

 

The dialect the women characters have employed is the dialect of subaltern. Exploitation, 

enslavement, marginalization and domination are reflected in the discourse of Emecheta’s characters. 

However, aside from that Emecheta has opposed against the supremacy. The cries of women ought 

to be heard by all. She tried and expected to decolonize women from manly colonization. Being a 

women’s activist Buchi Emecheta centres on the exploitation of women in her community. The titles 

of Emecheta’s works are amusing. The titles like The Bride Price, The Joys of Motherhood, The 

Slave Girl, Second-Class Citizen and Double Yoke all emulate the predicament of women in Igbo 

people community. Like different cultures and society in this culture too women confront issues. It is 

conceivable that the level and kinds of issue vary. They are smothered by the men people. The real 

issues are frontier belief system and male centric philosophy. Women’s voice is subdued, and they 

are underestimated in the general public.  

 

Emecheta was one of the main African women writers to bring up the different ways in which 

winning social standards and qualities deny women the opportunity to create to their fullest potential. 

In novels like In the Ditch (1972), Second-Class Citizen (1974), The Bride Price (1976), The Joys of 

Motherhood (1979) and Double Yoke (1982), she depicts female characters who gallantly battle for 

survival and advance notwithstanding tremendous chances put in their way by an obstinate male-
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ruled social structure or male centric society made up of fathers, spouses, siblings, sweethearts and 

supervisors. Her straightforward style of composing hides a surprising nuance, refinement, and 

understanding into the complexities of women’s lives. Her novels for the most part centre on 

women’s issues when all is said in done, and the topics of sex predisposition, marriage, parenthood, 

desolateness, polygamy and sexual misuse specifically. They are stifled and mistreated in different 

strolls of life and Emecheta turns into their voice to express their trials and turbulence in her books. 

Emecheta does not enable her courageous women to acknowledge vanquish. Rather she influences 

them to set up protection, challenge their destiny and develop as ‘New African Woman’. 

 

The term oppression offered by Nkereuwem (1997) states that “any burdensome exercise of 

power or authority over somebody with continual injustice and cruelty that makes the person being 

oppressed feel worried, uncomfortable or unhappy” expresses the realistic working mechanism of the 

word oppression (3). 

 

Emecheta’s Second-Class Citizen depicts maternal oppression of the female child in the 

home. Mother denies her young woman child same prospects that she permits the boy are sufficient 

discrimination to the young woman to cause her misery, other than impeding of her desire. It is on 

account of Adah‟s mother does not put stock in the training of females that Adah does not start 

school before her sibling who, truth be told, is more youthful than she is. As such, the misery which 

Adah encounters because of not being in school is caused by her mother who might need her girl to 

remain at home to assist with house work as opposed to leave home to be taught. Also, when the 

youthful Adah makes it intense and strolls into a school, her apprehensions toward the finish of 

school that day was not that her dad would beat her for she asserts that: 

 

Pa would be alright: he would probably cane her, you know just a few strokes - six or 

so, not much but Ma would not cane, she would smack and smack, and then nag and 

nag all day long. (126) 

 

Adah has possessed the capacity to distinguish her mother just like the one who oppresses her 

in the home and due to the awful relation, that exists between them, the young woman gets herself 

not coordinating with her mother by any means. Emecheta states that the young woman “would lie, 

only for the delight of lying; she rejoiced in light of ignoring her mom” (P.9), a reprobate 

circumstance achieved by the mental mistreatment that she endures on account of her mother.  

 

Adah’s appearances both racial and sex separation in London. Racial separation because of 

the colour of her skin and gender discrimination because of her husband who dependably tries to 

keep up his African male power and amazingness over her, beating and abusing her. On 

understanding that she is dealt with as a peon and this citizenship is gotten more from life structures 

than shading, she makes a stride towards freedom by defying her better half’s oppression lastly 

abandoning him with her kids there by putting a conclusion to all types of abuse. 
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In this novel, Emecheta’s apprehension is not only the male ruled society’s disposition to 

gender, she is similarly bothered about how sexual orientation predisposition influences the state of 

mind of work. Through Adah’s refusal to settle down for a below average status, Emecheta uncovers 

the quality of woman in abusive climate. She demonstrates how with new mindfulness and assurance 

women can triumph over everything unthinkable and pick up the status of ‘New African Woman.’ 

In The Bride Price, Emecheta focuses on the absence of bond amongst mother and daughter 

and efficiently, she influences the young girl child to understand the absence of bond amongst her 

and her mother consequently “Aku-nna realized that there was a sort of bond amongst her and her 

father which did not exist amongst her and her mother” (12). This absence of bond amongst mother 

and daughter is the ensuing consequence of the considerable number of abuses that the young 

woman endures on account of her mother in the home.  

 

Similarly, this absence of bond amongst mother and daughter graduates into a circumstance 

of selling out. Aku-nna’s father having kicked the bucket, she, her brother and their mother move 

from Lagos to Ibuza where the mother is immediately acquired by their father’s elder brother, 

Okonkwo. Okonkwo nice looking and solid even in maturity, effectively gets Aku-nna’s mother, Ma 

Blackie pregnant, a child that Ma Blackie has searched for, for quite a long while after the 

introduction of her last child. For the way that her very own advantage has been satisfied, Ma 

Blackie sells out Aku-nna who goes gaga for an Osu man called Chike.  

 

She favours the whole family unit to dismiss Chike as a pariah despite the fact that she 

realizes that her daughter’s satisfaction relies upon her wedding Chike. Furthermore, to betray her in 

this way, Aku-nna is said to have begun to despise her mother subsequently: “...she was starting to 

loathe her mother for being so inactive about everything” (120). The young woman is baffled in the 

mother since she, her sibling and her mom utilized Chike’s little introduces of drinks and jars of 

drain and other clean blessings. So, it shocks her that her mom could all of a sudden participate in the 

judgment of Chike to the degree that “Mama Blackie cried and reviled her fortune in being saddled 

with such a little girl” (125) to all present to hear. This really crushed Aku-nna and she questions that 

one’s mother would ever be one’s closest companion. Moreover, she thinks about whether her mom 

has “urged her to acknowledge Chike’s companionship keeping in mind the end goal to simply 

utilize him like an advantageous instrument, to ship them through a troublesome time of 

modification?” (126). This acknowledgment conveyed to Aku-nna extraordinary severity, which is 

said to have gone past tears. Maternal abuse along these lines is a critical part of a young woman 

child’s formative life in light of the fact that as she experiences childhood in the home with her mom 

or other women, she gets the chance to feel her first squeeze of sharpness from the exercises of the 

mother or whoever it is that assumes the part of a mother to her. 

 

The Joys of Motherhood is a remarkable story which investigates the disastrous ramifications 

of a customary African mother. The protagonist of the novel, Nnu Ego, is the most conventional, 

persecuted, frail, and unskilled of the greater part of Emecheta’s courageous women. The writer 

describes Nnu Ego’s life by concentrating on her desire for parenthood, and after that her subjugation 
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to her youngsters, her forfeits, her acknowledgment of challenges and sufferings associated with 

parenthood lastly, her grievous passing.  

 

Nnu Ego’s first marriage ends up being a disappointment due to her fruitlessness. This time 

her dad picks a city abiding man Nnaife to be her significant other. In spite of the fact that she 

discovers him too revolting to hold up under with, she acknowledges him with the expectation that 

he may transform her into a productive woman. He surely does however lamentably her first 

conceived bites the dust and unfits to hold up under with this, she tries to kill herself, yet is spared. 

Later she turns into the mother of nine children. She wrestles for the duration of her life so as to be 

an impeccable mother and her children frustrate her completely through their imperfectness. As 

indicated by the conviction of her customary society, a mother of such huge numbers of children, 

particularly the young men, is relied upon to appreciate a favoured condition of satisfaction yet Nnu 

Ego encounters not delights but rather distresses of parenthood all through. She steadily understands 

that there were not picks up but rather just agonies in parenthood. At last one day she kicks the 

bucket a hopeless demise out and about side isolated, as some other infertile woman. At the point 

when an altar is worked in her memory, she declines to concede the desires of the fruitless ladies 

who come to revere her for children. Despite the fact that past the point of no return, arousing goes to 

her in her passing. While taking a gander at The Joys of Motherhood, Gloria Chukukere states that 

conventional Africa respects women “as a vehicle through which a man fulfills his needs and 

satisfies his aspiration. A genuinely prudent woman should neither inquiry nor defy these traditions” 

(186). By influencing her hero to dismiss the male centric glorification of parenthood, Emecheta 

transforms her into ‘Another stirred African Woman’. 

 

This paper has explored that women are not isolated and that they have the expected required 

inertia to oppress people of their own gender. Additionally, Buchi Emecheta’s novels have 

adequately, depicted the generally concealed realities that the young girl child gets her first brush 

with abuse from the home and because of her mother or with whom she lives. So also, pursuers can 

without question, relate effectively the inconspicuous steady undercurrent of the recurrent idea of 

such oppressions as conceivable to show in the connection between the sufferers of such destiny with 

their own particular female children or other female youths put under their care. The negligible 

actuality that African women authors like Emecheta have mirrored these impactful bits of knowledge 

into the forces of women and without a doubt the source of women’s persecution makes everything 

the more valid.  
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