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Abstract

The present paper entitltd ‘Phonological and Semantic analysis of Malayalam
Astrological terms’ discussed the Phonological and Semantic aspects of astrological terms in
Malayalam. Astrological terms are linguistic signs representing a concept as well as an
image. Majority of the technical terms are derived from Sanskrit. All terms have diverse
linguistic and cultural origin. So this leads the researcher to take this aspect in terms of
Linguistics, because linguistics is a science and through this scientific study of language,
language of astrology can be studied. Aim and Objectives of this study is the collection and

the phonological and semantic analysis of commonly used astrological terms in Malayalam.
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Attam, Avittam, Baadha Raasi, BharaniBorrowing,Devaguru, Dhanavaan,, Karthika,
Kumbham, Lagnadhipan, Loan words, Meedam, Raasi, Ravidasha, Tadbhava words, Tatsama
terms, Tithi, Trikonaraashi.

1.0 Introduction

There are thousands of words that are common to both Malayalam and Sanskrit with
some minor differences. It is customary in such cases for many scholars and common people
to assume that these words are Sanskrit in origin and are borrowed in Malayalam. This paper
describes the phonological and semantic analysis of astrological terms in Malayalam in
detail. It is customary in such cases for many scholars and common people to assume that
these words are Sanskrit in origin and are borrowed in Malayalam. In this study may helps to
prove that most of the ‘Malayalam Astrological Terms’ are borrowed from Sanskrit.
Astrological terms are divided in to two types for convenient to understand. They are Pure
astrological terms and other astrological terms. Pure astrological terms may be classified in to
two. They are Nakshathra (Star) and Raasi (Zodiac). They are abbreviated as ‘NK’, ‘RS’ and
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‘OT’. Nakshathras (Stars), Raasi and the other Astrological terms are listed below.Here, two

types of classification under astrological terms are to be done. They are

1. Phonological Classification

2. Semantic Classification

2.0 Phonological Classifications
2.1 Pure Astrological Terms
The word ‘Term’ is defined by denoting an idea or a concept. A single word may be

embodying many terms. (Raveendran, Meena — 2008)
Astrological terms are linguistic signs representing a concept as well as an image.

2.1.1 Nakshathras (Stars)

It is derived from the root ‘naksh’ meaning ‘to approach’. The ‘thra’ means
‘mnstrument’. Thus nakshathra is a means of connecting with the cosmic power and extending
the human mind to the cosmic mind.In general this word means star. Nakshatra or star is the
shining object which serves as a distinguishing and demarking point of the side boundaries of
the orbit of the planet while constellation is the zone of 13 degrees and 20 minutes

demarcated by the star and through which the planet move . (N, E. Muthuswamy. -2006)

In this way there are 27 constellations in the zodiac of 360 degrees. But at times an
additional constellations /abijit/ is considered as 28"™ constellations. The concept of star in the
Indian system of astrology are called constellation. (Muthuswami, N. E. - 1998). The List of

Nakshathra is given bellow:

2.1.1.1. Names of Stars

No Malayalam Name Sanskrit Name
1 /asvaty/ /a$vini/

2 /bharani/ /bharani/

3 /karttika/ /krttika/
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4 / rohini / /rohini/
5 /makayiram/ or | /mrgasiirsa/
/makiram/
6 / tiruvatira / /ardrany
7 /punartam/ /punarvasu/
8 /pliyam/ /pisya/
9 /ayilyam/ /aslesa/
10 /makany /makha/
11 /pirany /pirvaphalguni/
12 JuttRam/ /uttarphalguni/
13 [attam/ /hasta/
14 [cittira/ [citRa/
15 /coti/ /svaty/
16 /visakham/ /visakha/
17 /anilanmy /anuradha/
18 /trkketta/ fjyesta/
19 /mulany /miila/
20 /puratamy/ /purvasadha/
21 /utRatany /uttarasadha/
22 /tiruvonam/ /sRavana/
23 /avittam/ /danista/
24 [catayam/ /$ataka/
25 /pururuttat /purvabhadrapada/
26 Juttrttati/ /uttarabhadrapada/
27 /révati/ /révati/
28 / abhijit/ / abhijit/
Table 1.

2.1.1.2 Phonology of Astrological Terms
Phonology of Astrological Terms consists of Phonology of Nakshathras and Raasis.

2.1.1.3 Phonology of Nakshatharas
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Here, separate charts of Vowels and Consonants are given below.

2.1.1.4 Vowels
Front Central Back
ngh i1 u, i
Mid 0
e
Low a a
Table. 2
2.1.1.5 Consonants
Bilabial Labio Denta | Alveolar | Retrofle | Palatal | Velar Glott
dentals || X al
Plosiv | vl | P t t C k
¢ Vi kh
/sto
P as
p
vd j
Vd | Bh
as
p
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Fricative

Trills

Flap

Nasal

Lateral

Approxima

nt

| et

Semi

vowel

Table.3

2.1.2 Raasi

Signs (zodiacal signs) or Raasis are the most important components of astrology.
There are 12 Raasis (signs) in the astrological parlance. The zodiac of 360 degrees is divided
into 12 signs. So each sign measure 30 degrees. Every point in each sign has numerous
characteristics which express themselves in the natives born on each signs. So also when a

planet during its transit, touches a point in these signs its characteristics find way in the

native. [N, E. Muthuswamy. -2006]

2.1.2.1 Names of Raasi or Months

Malayalam Sanskrit English
/métany /mésa/ Aries
/ttavany /vrsabha/ Taurus
/mithunam/ /midhuna/ Gemini

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 16:10 October 2016
Dr. Syam S.K., M.A., M.Phil.,, Ph.D.

Phonological and Semantic Analysis of Malayalam Astrological Terms

194



http://www.languageinindia.com/

2.1.2.2 Phonology of Raasi

/karkkitakam/ /karkkitaka/ cancer
/cinhamy/ /simha/ Leo
/kanny/ /kanya/ Virgo
/tulany /tula/ Libra
/vrscikam/ /vrécika/ Scorpio
/dhanw/ /dhanus/ Sagittarius
/makarany /makara/ Capricorn
/kumbham/ /kumbha/ Aquarius
/miinam/ /miina/ Pisces
Table. 4

Phonology of Astrological terms consists of Phonology of Nakshathras and Raasis.

Here, separate charts of Vowels and Consonants are given bellow.

2.1.2.3 Vowels

Front

Central

Back
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High i T u
Mid é
Low a,a
Table. 5
2.1.2.4 Consonants
Bilabi | Labioden | Dental | Alveola | Retrofl | Palata | Velar Glotta
al tal r ex | |
Plosiv | vl t t c k
e/
stop VI th
as
p
vd
Vd | Bh dh
as
p
Fricative 3
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Trill r

Flap r

Nasal m n n

Lateral L

Appro-

xXimant

Semi v

vowel

Table. 6
2.2 Other Astrological Terms
Other Astrological Terms are those terms which are used in astrology and having

meaning in other situations. Here, terms collected are simple and compound respectively.

2.2.1 Names of Other Astrological Terms

Names of other astrological terms are given bellow.

2.2.1.1 Loan Words (Tatsama Terms)

/a dirajj 4/ /rahudasa/

/a gnéyarasy/ Irajju /
/adiguru/ /rajogunarasi /
/adilaghu/ /rasira$mi/
/antardasa/ /ravidasa/
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/badharasi/ /rogarasi /
/badhakarasi/ /satwikarasi /
/bhavatbhavam/ /samadasa/
/bhagavan/ /samhararasy/
/bhumirasi/ /$anidasa/
/bhtmitatwarasi/ /$anihora/
/bhutarasi/ /sankhayogam/
/cakRadasakalam / /santanatitthi/
/cakRapdja/ /$arabhaydogam/
/candradasa/ /$aradayogam/
/candragati / /$asayogam/
/candrahdra/ /$asimangalayd gam/
/candrarasi/ /$atRupidayo gam/
/caradasa/ /$ttara$§miyd gam/
/cararasi / /simharasi /
/caturdasi / /$irorajji/
/caturttht / /Sistadasa/
/dagdhatithi/ /stthirarasi/
/dagdharasy/ /stthitirasi /
/dandantadosasanti / /stirara$i /
/dasa/ /sudRarasy
/dasasandhy/ /$tiladasa /
/deévaguru/ /$tnyarasi/
/dhanavar/ /$tnyatithi /
/dwaparayugarasi/ /tambilarasi/
/dwarasy /tarad@vata/
/dwittyarajjudosam / /tamasarasi /
/dwitiyarajjw/ /tiryangmuk harasi /
/grahayus/ fithi/

/grahadasa / /tithid€vata/
/grahapati / /trikonadasa/
/grahapida / /trikonarasi /
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/gurudasa/ /trisphutad asa/
/guruhora/ /trisphutad asa/
/indragni/ /trittyarajju /
/indraguru/ /tyajyatithi/
/kalamrityw/ /tyajyarasi /
/kastarasi / fardhwamukharasi /
/kéndratipaty/ /ubhayarasy/
/kéndradasa/ /ubhayodayarasi/
/ketw/ /uccarasi /
/ketudasa/ /udakarasy
/kharayoni / fulkadasa /
/klbarasv Ivariyatithi/
/kujadasa/ /varsadasa /

/lagnadhipati /

/varsagrahasiddhi/

/lagnacandrika/

/vastupurusasayanastthiti/

/lagnadasa /

/vayutatthwarasi /

/lagnasuddhi /

/visamara$i /

/madhyamarajju/ /vrddhitithi/
/madhyarasi/ /vrsayoni /
/madhyayus / /ydginidasa/
/mandy/ /yugarasi /
/marakadasa/ Iyugatithi/
/maksatRadasa/ /yugmarasi/
/nmaksatRadirata/ /parasarahora/
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/naksatRayoni / /parigha/
/navami / /phaladipika/
/nilarasi/ /pralayarasi/
/nirjalarasi /prasnakRiya/
/padarajju/ /purusarasi/
/paksiyonirasi/ /pancabhotarasi/
Table. 7

2.2.1.2 Phonology of Other Astrological Terms

Phonology of other Astrological terms consists of Phonology of Nakshathras and

Raasis. Here, separate charts of Vowels and Consonants are given bellow.

2.2.1.3 Vowels
Front Central Back
High i, 1 u, u
Mid é 0
Low a, a
Table. 8

2.2.1.4 Consonants
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Bilabial

Labiodent

al

Dental

Alveola

r

Retrofle

X

Palata

Velar

Glotta

Plosi | vl

ve/st

t

op Vi

th

bh

dh

gh

Fricative

Trill

Flap

Nasal

Lateral

Approxi
Mant

Semi

Vowel

Table. 9
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3.0 Distribution of the Vowel Phonemes in Nakshathras, Raasis and Other Astrological
Terms

Five vowel phonemes /a/, e/, IV, lo/, and /u/ have been found in the Astrological
terminology. All Astrological terms are divided in to three types for convenient to
understand. They are Pure astrological terms and other astrological terms. Pure astrological
terms are terms which are included in the daily process of astrological interpretations and
other astrological terms are terms which are related with astrology which are not frequently
used and are technical terms in the astrology. All these three categories of astrology terms are
interpreted separately and vowels and consonant lists, of all the three type were given in
separate tables. The short vowel phonemes found in the Nakshathra are /¥, /u/, and /a/. For
Rasi /i/,/u/, and /a/.

And for Other Astrological terms are /¥, /u/ and /a/. Long vowel phonemes present
for Nakshathra are /7, /a/, /t/, /06/ and /&/. For Raasi /7, /&/ and /a/. And for other Astrological
Terms are /v, /U/, /0/, /&/ and /a/ respectively. But in the vowel phoneme description some
short and long vowel sounds are missing in the pure astrological terms such as stars and
Raasis. After the complete analysis of stars, Raasis and other astrological terms it is observed
that the short vowel phonemes /o/ and /e/ are missing in all of the three main terminological
categories. Stars and other astrological terms have all the long vowel phonemes /v, /&/, /a/,
/0/ and /0/ are present. And in Raasis, the long vowel phonemes present are /7, /&/ and /a/.

Here, the long vowel phonemes /0/ and /i/ are absent respectively

Here, pure astrological terms are abbreviated as ‘PT’, Nakshathras are abbreviates as
‘NK’, Raasis are abbreviated as ‘RS’ and other astrological terms as ‘OT’ respectively.
Following are the descriptions of the various vowel phonemes along with their occurrences at

the various positions in all the three main astrological terms.

4.0 Short and Long Vowel Phoneme List of Nakshathras (‘NK’), Raasis (‘RS’), and
Other Astrological Terms (‘OT’)
Pure Astrological Terms (‘PT”)

Nakshathras (‘NK°)
Short vowels list — [i, a, u]
Long vowel list — |[a, a, 0, €,1
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Rasis (‘RS’)
Short vowels list — [i, a, u]

Long vowel list — [1, a, €]

Other Astrological Terms (‘OT’)

Short vowels list — i, a, U]
Long vowel list — [a, €, @, 0,1
4.1 Vowels

Vowels are sounds in which there are no obstruction to flow of air as it passes from

larynx to lips.

4.1.1 Short Vowels

There are only three short vowels. They are [i, a, u]

4.1.1.1 Word Initial Position

Here, Nakshathra has no front high vowel sound /i/ in the word initial position.

/naksatra/ [a, u]
/rasi/ [i, a, u]
Other astrological terms (‘OT’) [i, a, u]
lil Nil (NK)
/ttavan/ (RS)
/indragni/ (OT)
lal /asgvaty/ (NK)
Nil (RS)
/antardasa/ oT)
ful JuttRam/ (NK)
Nil (RS)
/uccarasi / (OT)
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4.1.1.2 Word Medial Position

/naksatra/ [i, a, u]
/rasi/ [i. a u]
Other astrological terms (‘OT’) [i, a, u]
i) /ayilyam/ (NK)
/karkkitakam/ (RS)
/rasira$mi/ (OT)
la/ /punartany (NK)
/metamy/ (RS)
/grahadasa / (OT)
I/ / tiruvatira / (NK)
/kumbham/ (RS)
/guruhora/ (o1))

4.1.1.3 Word Final Position
Here, Nakshathra has no back high vowel sound /u/ and Raasi has no central low

vowel sound /a/ in the word final positions.

/maksatra/ [i, a]
/rasi/ [i, u]
Other astrological terms (‘OT’) [i, a, u]
I / rohini / (NK)
/kanni/ (RS)
/dasasandhi/ (OT)
la/ /trkkétta/ (NK)
Nil (RS)
/ketudasa/ (OT)
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u/ Nil (NK)
/dhanw/ (RS)
/indraguru/ (OT)

4.1.2 Long Vowels
4.1.2.1 Word Initial Position

For Raasis the long vowel sound /a/ and for Nakshathras the long vowel sound /4/
and for all three categories as Nakshathra, Raasis and other Astrological Terms the long

vowel sounds /7 , /&/ and /0/ sounds are absent in the mitial position.

/naksatra/ [a]
/rasi/ Nil
Other astrological terms (‘OT’) [a, a]
laa/ /ayilyam/ (NK)
Nil (RS)
/agnéyarasi/ (OT)
fuu/ Nil (NK)
--- (RS)
firdhwamuk harasi / (OT)

4.1.2.2 Word Medial Position

Here, for Raasis the long vowel sounds /i/ and /6/ in the word medial positions are

absent.

/maksatra/ [a,q, 1, €, 0]
/rasi/ [a,1, €]
Other Astrological Terms (‘OT’) [a, o, 1, €, 0]
laal /uttRatam/ (NK)
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/tulany (RS)
/bhavatbhavam/ (OT)
fuu/ /puratany (NK)
--------- (RS)
/bhitarasi/ oT
i /makiram/ (NK)
/minam (RS)
/dwitl yarajji/ (OT)
lee/ /révati/ (NK)
/metam/ (RS)
/kéndratipati/ OoT)
loo/ /tiruvonam/ (NK)
------- (RS)
/dandantadosasanti / (OT)

4.1.2.3 Word Final Position

For Nakshathra and Rasi, there are no long vowel sounds in the word final position
and for Other Astrological Terms the long vowel sounds /a/, /4/ and /i are present in the
above stated positions. The long vowel which are absent in the all Nakshathra, Rasi and
Other Astrological Terms are /6/ and /&/. And that for Nakshthra and Rasi are /7, /&/ and /a/

respectively.

/maksatra/ [Nil]
rasi/ [Nil ]
Other Astrological Terms (‘OT’) [a, @, 1]
laa/ Nil (NK)
Nil (RS)
/grahapida / (OT)
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Ju/ Nil (NK)

------ (RS)
/a dirajju / (oM
[/ Nil (NK)
Nil (RS)
/caturdasi / (OT)
lee/ Nil (NK)
Nil (RS)
Nil (X))}
loo/ Nil (NK)
--------- (RS)
Nil (OT)

4.2 Consonants
Consonants are speech sounds during the articulation of which there is an obstruction.

It also occurs in word initial, medial and final positions.

Pure Astrological Terms

Nakshathra

Stops

There are ten stops sounds. They are [/P/, /bh, / t/,/ dl, | t/, /¢l ],
/k/, and the aspirated /bh/, /kh/

Fricatives

There are four Fricativessounds. They are [/ W, /§/]

Flap

There is only one Flap sound. It is [/r]]

Trill

There is trill sound [/R/]

Nasal
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There are four Nasal sounds. They are [/m/, / n/, and /0/]
Lateral

There are two Lateral sounds. They are (N, ]
Approximant

There is only one Approximant sound (]

Semivowel

There are two Semivowel sounds. They are [/, Iy/]

/rasi/

Stops

There are eight stops sounds. They are [/bh, TKl, Itl, | cf, Ithi, 11/,
/dh/]

Fricatives

There are four Fricativessounds. They are [/8/]

Trill

There is trill sound ]

Flap

There is only one Flap sound Ir/

Lateral

There is only one Lateral sound N

Nasal

There are four Nasal sounds. They are [/m/, /m/, W/, ]

Approximant

Nil

Semivowel

There are two Semivowel sounds. They are [v]

4.3 Other Astrological Terms (‘OT’)

Stops

There are eleven stops sounds [/p/, Iphl,/bl, b/, i/, ithl, /d/,

/AW 1, 1dl, fel, lil, 1K/, /gl Igh]
Fricatives
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There are four Fricativessounds. They are I/s/, 181, Is/, W]
Trill
There is trill sound [/R]]
Flap
There is only one Flap sound. [/r/]
Lateral
There is only one Lateral sound. n
Nasal
There are four Nasal sounds. They are [mv/, /m/, I/, /]
Approximant

Nil
Semivowels

There are two Semivowel sounds. They are [yl

4.3.1 Word Initial Position

The consonants present in all Nakshathra, Raasi and Other Astrological Terms are /t/,
fcl, kI, NI and /m/. The consonants absent in all Nakshathra, Raasi and Other Astrological
Terms are /n/, o/, V, / W, /s/, / j/, / / and /R/. The consonants which are absent in
Nakshathras and Raasis are /g/, /s/, / §/, /y/, /V, and /V. The consonant sounds which are
absent in the Raasis only are /r/, /b/ and /p/ and that for Nakshathra is /d/ sound respectively.

Nakshathra [/P1, Ibl, 1t/ 1 cl Ikl Irl, vl and InV]
/rasi/ [/, K/, fel, it [dh/]
Other astrological terms /b1, Iel, 1dl, Igl, 1K/, IV, I/, od, Ipl, Ixd, /$1,

s, It N, Iyl

P/ /punartany (NK)
--- (RS)
/paksiyonirasi/ (OT)
o/ /bharany/ (NK)
----- (RS)
/badharasi/ (X))}
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It / tiruvatira/ (NK)

/tulany (RS)
/tyajyarasi / (OT)
[dr e (NK)
/dhanu/ (RS)
/dagdharasy/ (OT)
/cl [cittira/ (NK)
/cinfamy/ (RS)
/cakRadasa / (o))
Ikl /karttika/ (NK)
/karkkitakam/ (RS)
/ketudasa/ (OT)
L (NK)
(RS)
/guruhora/ (o1))
T (NK)
- (RS)
/satwikarasi / (OT)
A (NK)
------ (RS)
/Sasayogam/ (OT)
Irl / rohini / (NK)
------- (RS)
/rasira§mi/ (o))
WY Hvisakhany (NK)
/vr§cikam/ (RS)
/vayutatthwarasi / (OT)
/A PR (NK)
----- (RS)
/yugmara$i/ OoT)
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e (NK)

----- (RS)
/lagnadhipati/ (oX))]
A — (NK)
------ (RS)
I/ /makanmy/ (NK)
/metamy/ (RS)
/madhyamarajju/ (OT)
s (NK)
----- (RS)
/naksatRadasa/ (o))

4.3.2 Word Medial Position

The consonants which are present in all the Nakshathras, Raasis and Other
Astrological Terms are /b/, /t/, /R/, /k/, o/, v/, /V, NI, and/$/. The consonant which are absent
in the Nakshathras and Raasis are /n/, /g/, /p/, /s/, /V, /s/and /d/. The consonant sound which is
absent in Nakshathras only is /c/ and the same that of Raasis are /y/, /m/, /j/, /d/, v and /.
And consonant sounds which are absent in Raasi and other astrological terms and Nakshathra

and other astrological terms are /1y/, /l/ respectively.

/maksatRa/ (NK) [lbl, 1t I RLI ], K,
hl, 1§, Ixl, NI, Iyl N,
V, /'n/, and /n/]

/rasi/ (RS) [tl, I, o/, K/, i, I,
el i1, 1/, g/,
/$/,/bl/ /dh,]

Other Astrological Terms (‘oT) [/p/, /oh//ol, 1, [dl,/dn/,

IRI, tl, Id/, Iel, 1/,

IKILIKN [g/,/ghl,/sl, 181, Is],

I, Irl, Wil lyl, i/, fol, I/, /]
ol - (NK)
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----- (RS)

/cakRapdoja/ (OT)

/bh/ / abhijit/ (NK)
/kumbham/ (RS)

/klibarasy/ (om

AT /coti/ (NK)
/karkkitakam/ (RS)
/bhiimitatwara$i/ oT)

IR/ JuttRany (NK)
/vr$cikam/ (RS)
/$tdRarasi/ (OT)

Jt / avittam (NK)
/metamy/ (RS)

/$istadasa/ (OT)
L (NK)
/kumbham/ (RS)

/bhiimirasi/ (oM

v e (NK)
/midhunam/ (RS)
/adilaghw/ (O

e (NK)
------ (RS)

/$atRupidayo ganmy/ om

/jl / abhijit/ (NK)
------ (RS)

/§irorajj/ (om
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Ik /makayiram/ (NK)

/karkkitakam/ (RS)
/badhakarasi / (OmM
L (NK)
----- (RS)
/adiguru/ om
o (NK)
/vr$cikam/ (RS)
Juccarasi / OoT)
/W / rohini / (NK)
------ (RS)
/candrahora/ (OT)
Isl e (NK)
----- (RS)
/dasasandhi/ OoT)
A (NK)
---- (RS)
/dandantadosasanti/ (o2))]
/$/ /asvati/ (NK)
/vr§cikam/ (RS)
/$asimangalayd gam/ (OT)
Il /karttika/ (NK)
/karkkitakam/ (RS)
/caradasa/ oT)
NI / tiruvatira/ (NK)
/ttavan/ (RS)
/dévagurw/ (OT)
Iyl /ayilyany (NK)
-------- (RS)
/agneyarasi/ (OT)
n /mtlanm/ (NK)
/tulany (RS)
/adilaghw/ (o))
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Voo e (NK)

------ (RS)
/$asimangalayo gam/ (OT)

v /anilam / (NK)
------ (RS)
©m

/ o/ /anilam/ (NK)
/kanni/ (RS)

/indragni/ (OT)

L (NK)
----- (RS)

/sankhayogam/ (OT)

n/ punartany (NK)
----- (RS)

/rajogunarasi / (OT)

A (NK)
/cinfamy/ (RS)
Nil (OT)

4.3.3 Word Final Position

The consonant /t/ has no terms for rasis and Other Astrological terms.

/naksatRa/ (NK) [/, 1]
frasi/ (RS) [/mV]
Other Astrological Terms (‘OT) [/m/]
m/ [catayam/ (NK)

/metam/ (RS)
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/tavamy/ (RS)

/$asimangalayo gam/ (OT)

/$asayogam/ (OT)

/$ttarasmiyo gam/ (OT)

It/ / abhijit/ (NK)
----- (RS)

------ ©m

5.0 Gemination
Gemination is nothing but the long consonants. The long consonants occur only

medial position.

[tt, KK, tt, dd, nn, jj, cc, dd, yy |

/naksatRa/ (NK) [tt, KK, tt]
rasi/ (RS) [on, KK]
Other Astrological Terms (‘oT) [tt, dd, jj,
cc, KK, tt, dd, yy]
It/ Jattam/ (NK)
(RS)
/vasyaporuttam / (o))
Ikk/ /trkketta/ (NK)
/kanny/ (RS)
/jalacaradré kkanam/ (OT)
Itt/ /uttRattati/ (NK)
------- (RS)
/pratisttarasi/ (OT)
/[dd/ - (NK)
(RS)
/lagnasuddhi / oM
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oo/ - (NK)
/karkkitakam/ (RS)

----- ©m

| (NK)
------- (RS)
/dwitiyarajju / (oh))]

lce/ - (NK)
----- (RS)
/uccarasi / (o1))

7 (NK)
----- (RS)
/gurusukramouddyyam/ (OT)

yyl - (NK)
----- (RS)

/tyajyyarasi / (OT)

6.0 Consonant cluster
When two or more consonants occur together, they are called a consonant cluster.

“Cluster” means “group.”

6.1 Clusters of Two Consonants

6.1.1 Consonant Clusters Occurring Initially (-C1-C2)

rl frkkatta/ (NK) 18'" Star
MRl Arécikany/ (RS) 8" Raasi
Igr/ [grahabalam/ (OT) ‘Planet strength’

6.1.2 Consonant Clusters Occurring Medially  (-C1-C2)
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/§v/  /a$vati/ (NK) ‘1% Star’
Ikl /karkkitakamy (RS) ‘4™ Raasi’
/gx/ /badhagraham/ (OT) ‘Planet of obstruction’

6.1.3 Consonant Clusters Occurring Finally (-C1-C2)

Nil (NK)
Nil (RS)
Nil (OT)

7.0 Syllable

In a linguistic system the smallest distinctive sound unit is the phoneme. Phonemes
combine to form the next higher unit of expression called syllable. A syllable consists of one

or more phonemes and a word is made up of one or more syllables.

A syllable is a unit consisting of one vowel or syllabic consonants, which may be
preceded or followed by a consonant or consonants. Syllables generally classified in to Open
Syllable and Closed Syllable.

7.1 Open Syllables

If a syllable ends in a vowel, it is known as Open syllable.

/coti/ (NK) 15" Star

/kanni/ (RS) Raasi

/ubhayarasiy/ (OT) pair, couple, common
signs

7.2 Closed Syllable

If a syllable ends in a consonant, it is known as closed syllable.

I/ /uttRatam/ (NK) star
I/ Jayilyam/ (NK) star
/I /mithunam/ (RS) star
m/ /métany/ (RS) star
I/ /gowrlydogam/ (OT) “A configuration in which Moon is
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m  Jadityan/

8.0 Syllabic Structure

After analyzing the data collected from various source, it has been identified that
Malayalam astrological terms have monosyllabic, disyllabic, and trisyllabic and poly syllabic
types of words. The structure of a syllable can be shown by mentioning the vowels and

consonants that constitute it. The nucleus (vowel) is represented by the symbol ‘V’ and the

(0T

posited in exaltation, own house, angles

or trines with the aspect of Jupiter.’

marginal element (consonant) is represented by the letter ‘C’

8.1 Monosyllabic

Nil

Nil

VVC /oam/

8.2 Disyllabic

CvCVvC

CvCVv

CvCv

CvCv

8.3 Trisyllabic

VCCVCV
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Indian Astrology’
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VCVCVC /ttavamy/ (RS) Raasi

CVVCV/ketw/ (OT) Flag, Southern node, aShadow
planet. In English it is called
ragon’s tail’

8.4 Polysyllabic

CVCVCVVCVCV  /tiruvatira / (NK) 6™ Star
CVVCVCVCCVCV /pururuttati/ (NK) 25" Star
CVCCCVCVCVC  /karkkitakany (RS) 4" Raasi
CCVCCVCVC fvrécikam/ (RS) 8" Raasi
CVCCCVCVVCV  /candrarasy (OT) “Signs related to
Moon’

VCVCVCVCCVC  /udayalagnam / (OT) ‘Rising sign’

CVVCVCCVCVC  /taragraham/ (OT) ‘Planets other
than sun and moon’
CVCVCVVCVCVVCVVCVC  /dhanamalikayogam/

‘A configuration in which allthe seven planets occupy 2 to 8 houses.”

9 Semantic Classifications

9.1 Classification of Pure Astrological Terms Based on Meaning

Based on meaning of specifics, Pure Astrological terms are classified in to five.

1) Terms Beginning with Personal Names
1. Male Name

2. Female Name
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2) Terms Beginning with Names of Objects

3) Terms Beginning with Names of Animals and Birds

4) Terms Beginning with Names of Colour

5) Terms Beginning with Names of Planets

6) Terms Beginning with Names of Nature

7) Terms beginning with Names of Body Parts

8) Terms beginning with Numerals

9) Miscellaneous

9.1.1 Personal Names

9.1.1.1 Female Names

/asvati/

/karttika/

/rohini /

/révati/

9.1.1.2 Male Names

/ abhijit/

9.1.2 Names of Objects

/bharani/
fkumbham/
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/dhanw/

9.1.3 Names Beginning with Numerals

Nil

9.1.4 Names of Festivals
[attam/
/tiruvonam/
/plrany

9.1.5 Miscellaneous
/makayiram/
/ tiruvatira /
/punartam/
/pliyam/
/ayityam/
/makanv
[uttRam/
[cittira/
/coty/
fvisakhany
/anilany
/mtlanmy/
/puratam/
/uttRatam/
/avittam/
[catayam/
/piruruttat
/uttRattati/
/metam/
/tavany/
/mithunam/
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/karkkitakamny
/cmnany
/kanni/
/tulam/
/vrscikam/
/makararny

/miinam/

10 Classification of Loan Words (Tatsama Terms) in Other Astrological Terms Based
on Meaning

Based on meaning of specifics, Other Astrological terms are classified in to nine.

10.1 Terms Beginning with Personal Names
10.1.1 Male Names

/devagury/
/indragni/
/indraguru/
/parasarahora/
/purusarasi/
/ravidasa/

/$asimangalayod gam/

10.1.2 Female Names

/$aradayogam/
/$ttara$miyd gam/
/taradevata/

10.2 Terms Beginning with Names of Objects

/cakRadasaKalam/
/cakRapdja/
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10. 3 Terms Beginning with Name of Animals and birds

/paksiyonirasi/
/simharasi /

10. 4 Terms Beginning with Name of colour
/nilarasi/

10.5 Terms Beginning with Name of Planets

/ohtimirasi/
/bhiimitatwarasi/
/candradasa/
[/candragati /
/candrahora/
/candrarasy
/ketu/

/ketudasa/
/rahudasa/
/Sanidasa/

/$anihora/

10.6 Terms Beginning with Name of Nature

/agn@yarasi/
/bhiitarasi/
/pralayarasi/
/vayutatthwarasi /

10. 7 Terms Beginning with Names of Body Parts

/$irorajju/
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10. 8 Terms Beginning with Numerals

10.8.1 /adi-/ ‘Onme’ / ‘First’

/adirajju /
/adiguru/
/adilaghu/

10.8.2 /dwit-/ ‘Two’/ ‘Second’
/dwittyarajjuyogam /
/dwitiyarajju/

10.8.3 /tri-/ ‘three’ / ‘Third’

/trikonadasa/
/trikGnarasi /
/trisphutad asa/
/trisphutad asa/

/trittyarajju /

10. 8. 4 /catur-/ ‘Four’ / ‘Fourth’

/caturdas$i /
[caturtthi/

10. 8.5 /panca-/ ‘Five’ / ‘Fifth’

/pancabhotarasi/

10. 8. 6 /nava-/ ‘Nine’ / ‘Nineth’

/mavami /

10.9 Miscellaneous
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/antarrdasa/
/badhakarasy/
/badharasi
/bhagavan/
/bhavatbhavam/
/caradasa/
/cararasi /
/dagdharasy
/dagdhatithi/
/dandantadosasanti /
/dasa/
/dasasandhi/
/dhanavan/
/dwaparayugarasi/
/dwarasy/
/grahadasa/
[grahapati/
/grahapida/
/grahayus/
/kalamrtyu/
/kastarasi /
/kéndradasa/
/kéndratipaty/
/Kharayoni /
/klbarasi/
/lagnacandrika/
/lagnadasa /
/lagnadhipati /
/lagnasuddhi /
/madhyamarajju/
/madhyarasi/
/madhyayus /
/mandv/
Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 16:10 October 2016

Dr. Syam S.K., M.A., M.Phil.,, Ph.D.
Phonological and Semantic Analysis of Malayalam Astrological Terms 225



http://www.languageinindia.com/

/marakadasa/
/maksatRadasa/
/naksatRadirata/
/naksatRayoni /
/nirjalarasi
/padarajju/
/parigha/
/phaladipika/
/prasnakRiya/
Irajju /
/rajogunarasi /
/ragira$mi/
/rogarasi /
/samadasa/
/samhararasy
/sankhaydogam/
/santanatitthi/
/$arabhaydgany/
/$asayogam/
/$atRupidayo gam/
/satwikarasi /
/Sistadasa/
/strirasi /
/stthirarasi/
/stthitirasi /
/$udRarasy
/$tladasa /
/$tinyarasi/
/Stnyatithi /
/tamasarasi /
/tambularasi/
/ftiryangmuk harasi /
fithi/
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/tyajyarasi /
/tyajyatithi/
/ubhayarasy
/ubhayddayarasi/
/uccarasi /
/udakarasy
/ulkadasa /
/irdhwamukharasi /
Ivariyatithi/
/varsadasa /
/varsagrahasiddhi/
/vastupurusasayanastthiti/
/vishamarasi /
Ivriddhitithi/
/vrisayoni /
/yoginidasa/
/yugarasi /
Iyugatithi/
/yugmarasi/

11. Phonological Changes in Tatsama Loans
Analytical studies of Astrological terms in Tatsama and Tatbhava, we can formulate

some of the following rules.

11.1 Nominal Stems
Nominal Stems undergo certain changes before the Malayalam Suffixes are added.Since
Malayalam doesnot follow the Sanskrit gender system, but follows the natural gender,
words of masculine gender in Sanskrit, which are only neuter gender naturally, take the
suffix, /-m/ [Nambudiri,. -1972]

Examples are given bellow.
/visakham/ < Ivisakha/
/makaram/ < /makara/
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/tulany/ < /tula/

/uccakéndram/ < /uccakéndra/
/uccanicany < /uccanica/
/udarardogam/ < /udararoga/
/ekadhipatyam/ < /ékadhipatya/
/makshtRathithibalam/ < /makshtRathithibala/

11.2 Masculine Sanskrit Nouns with a word stem ending in a short /a/ take the ending /an/
in the nominative singular in Malayalam.

Examples are given bellow.

/bhavadipan/ < /bhavadipa/
/gulikan/ < /gulika/
/adityan/ < /aditya/
/indran / < /ndra /
/kalapurushan / < /kalapurusha /
/kujan/ < Ikuja/
/lagné$an/ < /lagnésa/
/matRukarakan/ < /matRukaraka/
/vyayadhipan/ < /vyayadhipa/
/naksatRadhipan/ < /naksatRadhipa/

12 Phonological Changes in Tadbhava Loans
@ /sl > Ic/

/simha/ > /cihan/
/svati/ > /coty/

) /sl > M

ri/ > [siri/ > /tiri/ or /tirw/

/sRavana/ > /tiruvonam/
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(c) /s/ is dropped in words in the beginning and middle, and in the beginning of
conjuct consonants.

Eg: /danistta/ > /avittam/
/hasta/ > fattam/

(d) Indo-Aryan dh > t(Godavarma, K. - 1946)

Eg /purvasadhany > /piratm/
€ r >t

/rsabha/ > /ttavam/

M d> t

/uttaraprosthapada/ > /uttrttati

) bh> v

/rsabha/ > /ttavam/

(h) S - Y
/asilisa/ > Jaylliyam/

@ /1 > I

/Sataka/ > [catayam/

®) s > M
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/mesa/ > /metany

/vrsabha/ > /ttavanmy/

© d > 1

/gudika/ >/ gulikan/

@@ g >k

/mrgasira/ > /makayiram

e) Va > o

pkt. /$avana/ > /onam/

13 Dropping

® s/
/$ravana/ > /avana/ > /ona/
/$ravista/ > /avittam/

@ M

/hasta/ > fattam/

(h)y nl
/kanya/ > /kanni/

14 Elision of Vowel

(@) I
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jaylliyam/ > /ayilyam/

(b) i > c
/jy€sta/ > /cetta/

(© vai > 0

/svati/ > /cot/

(d) st >t

/hasta/ > fattam/

@) kh > k

/makha/ > /makam/

(® d > 1

/vyada/ > Jvyalan/

15 Assimilation

Nasal + Stop > Nasal + Nasal

ng> nn

Singha > cifnam

Sanskrit compounds are borrowed directly into Malayalam as in the case of
‘Candrakkala’, or both members are borrowed separately and combined, in which case the

Malayalam Sandhi will prevail asin ‘candrakkala’.(P, M. Joseph. -1979)
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Some of the Sanskrit Loan words in Malayalam have come through Prakrit.
(Godavarma,K.-1946)

As per as Dr. Godaverma’s assumption, a few examples are given bellow.

Sanskrit Parakrit Malayalam
[simha/ /singha/ /cinnany
/mrgasiras/ /magasira/ /makayiram/
/817 [siri/ ftiri/ or
ftirw/ , r/
/aslesa/ /asilisa/ /ayilyam/
Table. 11

Conclusion

The present study on ‘Phonological and Semantic analysis of Malayalam Astrological
terms’ is an attempt to collect all the Malayalam terms in Astrology and study all these words
in linguistic perspectives such as phonological and semantic. There were no such studies of
this kind published yet. Lots of studies were done by scholars in different universities all over
the world on Astrological terms, and it is meant for only astrological interpretation of the
corresponding words. All these studies emphasized only the astrological concepts. And of
course lots of linguistic studies are done by different scholars in the world on word levels,
place names, toponomy, terms, etc. So there was no such study on astrological terms in

linguistic perspectives.

In data collection procedures all the primary and secondary data are collected from
different astrological texts, various encyclopedias, lexicon, dictionaries, some personal
interviews and internet. At first, the data are arranged in English alphabetical order in order to

avoid confusion.
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Total astrological words selected were two thousand three hundred and sixty four. So
it was clear that a Malayalee astrologer may use these words during their astrological
predictions. But no astrologer can use these words frequently. So another task is to find out
frequently used astrological words from these total astrological words. Field study is essential
for that aspect. So for this purpose, Carried out extensive field study and took certain

recordings of some of the astrologers work in tapes and interviews.

For this study, two thousand one hundred and ten frequently used terms were taken
into consideration. It was found that some terms are strictly used only in Astrology and some
terms related to astrology are used in different areas. So strictly used astrological terms are
named as ‘Pure Astrological Terms’ and this category consists of ‘Nakshathras’ and ‘Rasis’.
Second one was named as ‘Other Astrological Terms’. And the third category was ‘Astrology
Related Terms’. This was used in astrology and other social situations as well. Here, in this

study the analysis of Pure Astrological Terms and Other Astrological Terms.

For example, the constellations such as

Nakshatram or /naksatram/ ¢ stars’

/karttika/ 39 Naskshathram
/rohini / 4rth Nakshathram

Raasis or /rasi/ ‘Zodiac’

/kumbham/ 11" Raasi
/makaram/ 10'™" Raasi

Other Astrological Terms

/badharasi/ / badha/ ‘torment’ or possession by
spirits’
/ rasv/ ‘multitude’ or ‘heap’ or ‘zodiac’
/rahudasa/ /rahw/ ‘Period of shadow planet
/rasiyadipa/ /rasyadipan/ ‘Lord of rasi’
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Astrology Related Terms

/akasasotRany/ ‘One type of link between /aroda/ and
Ascendant’.
/amatyakarakan/ ‘The planet with the second highest
degree in the birth charts’.
/grahapidha/ ‘The difficulties caused by
planet’.
/ydogam/ ‘Combination of planets’
fithi/ ‘Name of day’

The following terms are astrology related terms which are frequently used in other

situations.
/miicany ‘Cruel’
/nidravastha/ ‘Sleeping state’
/kav/ ‘Small wood of trees
attached to a house’
/sarpakkavu/ ‘Small wood of trees

attached to a house deity as Snake’

/kavw/ and /sarpakkavw/ are terms used in temple customized situations, which are
related to worshipping Snakes as God. These words are not pure astrological terms these
words were related to astrology and frequently used in some other circumstances. But most of
the terms have strictly their Sanskrit origin and some Malayalam terms were identified during
the study. Those words are,

/olivu/ ‘Remedy’

Here, the term /olivt/ is a Malayalam noun having different contextual = meaning as
‘holiday’, ‘leisure’, ‘leaving’, ‘method and ‘remedy’. Astrologically, /olivi/ means ‘remedy’.
Astrologers are frequently using this word for ‘Partharam’ (remedy) in their predictions. But
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the terms /kavw/ (Small wood of trees attached to a house), /sarpakkavw/ (Small wood of trees
attached to a house were deity as snake), /kalari/ ‘Training ground for martial arts’,
/kalarippayatty/ ‘the training of martial art and Kalarimoorthi /kalari mortty ‘The deities of
kalari’ are not pure astrological words, these words are somehow related to astrology and

most probably related to other circumstances and situations.

After the preliminary study of these words, selected linguistic principles were applied.
Linguistic analysis of all these words includes studies in Phonological and Semantic levels.
The phonological level analysis of astrological terms includes descriptions and distributions
of the wvowels and consonant sounds, syllabic structure and cluster formation.
(Prabodhachandran Nair, V. R. —1972)

In semantic analysis, astrological terms such as terms beginning with Personal Names
which include Male and Female Names, and the terms which begin with Names of objects,
Names of Animals and birds, Names of colours, Names of Planets, Names of Nature, Names

of body parts, numerals and miscellaneous items are given.

Those words which are in Sanskrit language have been transliterated to Malayalam.
The original Sanskrit word in Devanagari scripts is translated to English and then
transliterated. While transliterating Sanskrit words into Malayalam, at times two spellings for

the same word have become inevitable such as muhurtha and muhoortha.

The Malayalam Tatbhava and Tatsama terms are emphasized in the linguistic
analysis. This is intended to help everybody to be familiar with the correct pronunciation of
the word. However the structures of overall alphabetization of the words have been based on
the standard Phonological principles. In this study, the word analyses were done in a

comparative manner.

A scientific research into the genesis of Indian astrological thoughts would convince
us that our seers of yore must have keenly observed the human experiences over thousands of
years. They must have analyzed them incisively to unearth the laws of nature shaping them.
That effort could have enabled them to find some common factors influencing those human

experiences. It was easy for them to conclude, then, that such underlying forces influencing
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and determining human experiences could not be due to some terrestrial factors alone. They
could infer that forces acting from somewhere beyond had a definite say on matters and
manners of the earth. They concluded that the forces that regulate the movement and cycles
of heavenly bodies must have much influence over these terrestrial affairs. The planets were
the catalysts of this extra earthly principle; they codified these causes and effects.
Astrological science is the sum total of these codified causes and effects. It is the result of
meditative intelligence and extra sensorial experience of great seers, unattainable and
unimaginable to the contemporary elite, advocating a materialistic base for the study of this
science and treating astrology as a system of mere fortune telling. Time has no conceivable
beginning and end, like space. It is the space which regulates the idea of time. (N, E.
Muthuswamy. — 2006)

Majority of the technical terms are derived from Sanskrit. All the terms have diverse
linguistic and cultural origin. This study investigated the structure of Malayalam astrological
terms and the proliferation of Sanskrit and other languages’ influence in the formation of

Malayalam astrological terminology. (Raja, Kunjunni. K. -1992)

The study deals with the adoption of the different structural forms for the pattern of
Malayalam astrological words have been put under. Most of the astrological works are done
during the Aryan era. So the majority of the words are from Sanskrit. Here, the researcher
studied and analyzed the Malayalam astrological terms and, the changes and influence

between Sanskrit and Malayalam terms.

At first the basic and pure frequently used Astrological terms are selected for
linguistic analysis. That is, the Nakshathras and Raasis. Analysis is done in the phonological
and semantic levels. There are total of twenty eight stars and twelve Raasi’s are there. After
the detailed analysis of all the twenty eight Nakshathras, / abhjit/, /rohin/, /révat/ and
/bharani/  Nakshathras has no Iinguistic change in the above told analytical levels.
Nakshathras like /asvati/ in Malayalam has /a$vini/ in Sanskrit Language is concern. And like
ways /attamVin Malayalam has /hasta/ for Sanskrit language and same as Malayalam

Nakshathram /cot/ has /svat/ in Sanskrit language as well
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In the Phonological analysis, discussed the distribution of the vowels and consonants
in the collected astrological terms. In Nakshathras terminology, three are three short vowel
phonemes /a/, /i and /. The long vowel phonemes /a/, /&/, //, /6 / and /t/ are found. And in
the case of consonants, following are the distributions of the various consonant phonemes in
the various positions found in the astrological terms under present study. They are /bh/, /c/,
N, i, K, Kb, NN, o, W, Ipl, A, IRE TS, I, Nyl This s a vast analysis
for detecting these segmental phonemes in initial, medial and final positions among the
astrological terms. After studies the astrological terms it was found that terms having word
nitial positional vowels and consonants are /a/, W /a/, /t/, /p/, /bW, /c/, /k/, /ml, Irl and N/ .
Terms having word medial positional vowels and consonants are /v, /a/, v/, /a/, /&/, N, /d/,
i, Mol, W, L, KLV o, )RS, I, /Y, Ly, and /Y Terms having word final

positional consonants are /m/and /t/ and all others are Vowel ending.

For Raasi, the long and short vowels are /a/, /a/, /€, /i, /i, /. And consonants are
/b, /c/, /AW, ki, N, w/, W, o/, i/, i/, /8, &, i, itV and /v/. Short vowels in the medial
positions are /a/, /i, /u/ and final positions are /i/ and /u/ and in word initial position only /i.
Long vowels are /a/, /&/ and /i which occure word medial positions only. And for consonants
in the initial positions are /m/, /k/, [cl, i/, NI, [dh/, medial and final positions are /th/, /v/, /v,
K/, v, inl, fel, W, /U, /8/, /bl and /i respectively.

And for Other Astrological Terms the long and short Vowels are /a/, /a//g/, /, /i,
/. And Consonants are /b/, /bh, /c/, /d/, /d/, /dbW/, /g, /gh/, W, /j/, /k/, V, o/, i/ o/, o/, /pl,
pl, /tl, IR/, Is/, 181, Isl, t/, It/, /th/, v/ and /y/.

The long and short vowels in the initial, medial and final positions of Other
Astrological Terms are /a/, /W], [/a/,/V/ and /&/, /a/, [t/ and /7 and for short vowels /i, /a/ and
ful, I, fa/ and /u/ and for final position //, /a/ and /u/ respectively. For consonants in the
mitial, medial and final positions are /b/, /c/, /d/, /g/, /k/, V,jm/, o/, Ip/, i/, 18/, /s/, It/, /v/and
W, Ipl, oW, /b/, 1/, /d/,/db/, IR/, 1Y, 17, Iel, 1yl Ik/ /Kb g Jg, Isl, 18, Isl, M, i,
NIy, o, o/, n/, i/ and /m/ - respectively.

The Gemination of Consonants or the long consonants occur only medial position.
Consonant Clusters are /tt/,/ dd/, /pp/,/ Jj/, /vwi, mw/, /cee/, m,, /Kk/,/ ss/, lyyl,/ w/, /dd/, /.
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Then the clusters and then the syllabic structures of mono, disyllabic, trisyllabic and poly

syllabic words were discussed in detail.

The Tatbhava and Tatsana word list and examples are given. And the rules for the
combinations in the Tatbhava and Tatsama terms are emphasized. Malayalam has
appropriated a large number of Sanskrit words as Dravidianized derivative ie, Tadbhavas in
the early period, and directly as Tatsamas without much change during the middle and later
periods. Tadbhava forms predominate in the early literature, later Tatsama forms became
numerous.

For Semantic Classification, the analyses are done on the basis of meaning of
specifics, they are of Personal Names, Names of Objects, and Name begins with Numerals,
Name of Festivals and Miscellaneous. Personal Names are classified in to Male names and
Female names. Four female Personal names are noticed. They are /a$vati/, /karttika/, / rohini /
and /révat/. Only one male Personal name was identified /abhijit/. Names of Objects noticed
are three; they are /bharani/, /kumbham/ and /dhanw.

Terms begin with Numerals are identified. They are for the numerals of three
/trikonadasa/, /trikonarasi /, /trisphutadasa/, /tritiyarajju/, and for the Numeral two,
/dwittyarajjw. Name of Festivals are /attam/, /tiruvonanmy and /purany. Some terms are
included in the miscellaneous category such as /makayiram/, / tiruvatira /, /punartany,
/puyany, /ayilyam/, /makanv, /uttRanv, /cittira/, /coti/, /visakham/, /anilam/, etc.

Studies on Raasi reveals that 7 Sanskrit Loan words with minor changes, they are,
/mithunany, / karkkitakam// tulan/, /vRiScikanm/, /makaram/ , /kumbham/ and /minam / are
there. As per Kunjunni Raja’s suggestion, it was clear that, the minor changes in the form of
Tatsama Loan words, since Malayalam does not follow the Sanskrit gender system, but
follows the natural gender, words of Masculine gender in Sanskrit , which are only neuter
gender naturally takes the suffix /-mvV (Kunjunni Raja, K. -1958). Derived from Sanskrit
words of Raasi consists of 5 numbers, they are /métanv, /itavam/ /cinnanv, /kanni / and
/dhanu /. After the classification, a detailed description of the Derived Terms is done with

examples and etymological assistance.

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 16:10 October 2016
Dr. Syam S.K., M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.
Phonological and Semantic Analysis of Malayalam Astrological Terms 238



http://www.languageinindia.com/

These studies are done in the Tatsama terms in Other Astrological Terms. Other
Astrological Terms are the third category under Analysis. The total Other Astrological Terms
are listed around 134. Based on meaning of specifics, Other Astrological Terms are classified
in to 9. They are , terms begins with Personal Names of Male and Female are 10 in number,
Terms begins with Names of Objects are 2, Name of Animals and Birds are two, Term begins
with Name of Colour is only One. Terms begins with Names of Planets are of 11 number,
Terms begins with Names of Nature are of 4, Terms begins with Name of Body part is only
1, Terms begins with Numerals are 6 in numbers and the last classification is Miscellaneous,

and they are 85. Simple Loan words in other Astrological Terms are 9 in number.

In Phonological changes, Tatsama Loans are given after the analytical studies of
Astrological Terms in Tatsama and Tatbhava and some rules were derived from this study.
First rule is about Nominal Stems before Malayalam Suffixes are added because, Malayalam
does not follow the Sanskrit gender system, because they take only neuter gender naturally by
adding the suffix /-m/
fam/ < /al.

Example: /visakham/ < /viSakha/

Second Rule is Masculine Sanskrit Nouns ending in a short /a/ take the ending /an/

in the Nominative Singular in Malayalam.

lan/ < /al.

Example: /gulikan/ < /gulika/

After this, Phonological changes in Tadbhava Loans are given, they are, /s/ > [c/, [s/
> /t/, Indo Aryan /dW > A/ , /d/ > I/, /oW > NI

18/ > /c/ /$ataka/ > [catayany

/sl > 1t/ /mesa/ > /metam/
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d>1 /gudika/ > / gulikan/

g>Kk /mrgasira/ > /makayiram And
j>¢c /jyesta/ > /cétta/

va > 0 /svat/ > /cotV/

st > tt [hasta/ > /attarm/

kh > k /makha/ > /makanv

And for Dropping, the following sounds are present.

/8/ /$ravista/ > /avittam/
I /hasta/ > [attamy/
Iyl /kanya/ > /kanni/
N /ayiliyam/ > Jayllyam/

In Assimilation

Nasal + stop > nasal+ nasal (Subramoniam, V. I. —1972)
ng> nn

Sihgha > ciham

With the spread of education and expansion of communication the contents and types
of various studies have undergone a vast change. In this age of specialization specialists are
contributing every day, funds of new information to their specialized studies. This is the age
of science and scientific knowledge and it has progressed by leaps and bounds. Indian

astrology is a neglected subject. It is vast, deep, rich, and useful to mankind like any other
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subject and when it is related to any other kind of subject it will be a tremendous source of

knowledge treasure.
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