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helped me to complete this book soon. 
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Sambamurthi and H.L.N. Bharati on the design, content, scope, and coverage of 

this book. They were kind to read the manuscript in several stages of its 

completion and offered critical comments which helped me to improve the 

quality of the contents and their presentation in this book. 
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Stenographer (Technical), who set the type for the entire book, Sri Sambamurthi, 

who typed the numerous drafts of the manuscript, Sri S. B. Biswas, Manager, CIIL 

Printing Press and my other colleagues at the CIIL Printing Press deserve special 

mention. I am grateful to all of them. 

 My wife Swarna read the entire manuscript and helped me write and 

rewrite several times. But for her personal care and understanding I would never 

have completed writing this book. 

 With gratitude and admiration, I dedicate this book to my teacher 

Professor Stanley Starosta, Department of Linguistics, University of Hawaii, an 

insightful theoretician and a delightful teacher of Linguistics, whose insistence on 

the deeper analysis of linguistic structures is matched equally by his awareness 

of the need for supplementing this analysis with findings from other sciences as 

well. 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

Proxemics 

 

21. Proxemics 

 Proxemics is the term coined by Professor Edward T. Hall, author of such well 

known works as The Silent Language (1959), The Hidden Dimension (1969), and 

Beyond Culture 1977), to refer to ‘the study of how man uses space – the space that 

he maintains between himself and his fellows and which he builds around him in 

his home and office’. It is the study of the ways in which individuals use physical 

space in their interactions with others and how this use of physical space in their 

interactions with others and how this use of physical space influences behaviour of 

all concerned. In the words of Professor Hall, proxemics studies ‘how man 

unconsciously structures microspace – the distance between men in the conduct 

of daily transactions, the organization of space in his houses and buildings, and 

ultimately the layout of his towns.’ 

Proxemic research is based on the concept of territoriality. Territoriality is a basic 

concept in the study of animal behavior. It is defined as behaviour by which an 

organism characteristically lays claim to an area and defends it against members of 

its own and other species. Occupation, cultivation, preservation and utilization of 

space in transactions. 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































